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Lobbying  Credited  for  Resolutions 

AFL-CIO  Comes  Out  for  Gay  Workers 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 
HOLLYWOOD,  FL  —  Amid 
the  hoopla  of  endorsing  a  presi¬ 
dential  candidate,  the  AFL-CIO 
overwhelmingly  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  supporting  the  rights  of  gay 
workers  and  urging  the  enactment 
of  gay  rights  legislation  at  the  fed¬ 
eral,  state  and  city  levels.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Tanyan  Corman,  of  the  Gay 
Rights  National  Lobby  (GRNL), 
the  action  not  only  strengthens  the 
gay  worker’s  position  in  the 
workplace^  but  also  puts  the 
resources  of  labor  within  the  grasp 
of  lobbyists  for  gay  rights  legisla¬ 
tion. 


The  approximately  900  mem¬ 
ber-delegates  attending  the 
union’s  fifteenth  constitutional 
convention  overwhelmingly  pass¬ 
ed  the  gay  rights  resolution  and  a 
separate  resolution  urging  govern¬ 
mental  action  on  the  AIDS  crisis. 
Both  resolutions  were  passed  on 
voice  votes  and  both  were  intro¬ 
duced  by  John  Sweeney,  president 
of  the  Service  Employees  Interna¬ 
tional  Union  (SEIU),  a 
700,000-member  union  known  for 
its  progressive  stands  on  a  range  of 
issues. 

Bill  Olwell,  vice  president  of  the 


United  Food  and  Commercial 
Workers  Union,  and  an  openly 
gay  man,  worked  with  GRNL  in 
guiding  the  gay  rights  resolution  to 
its  passage. 

Olwell  told  GCN,  “1  never  had  a 
doubt  about  this.  I  am  openly  gay, 
a  lot  of  the  [participants]  know 
me,  they’ve  come  to  understand 
that  it  is  not  a  problem  that  they 
ought  to  shy  away  from.  It  finally 
came  to  the  fore  and  Lane  Kirk¬ 
land  [president  of  the  AFL-CIO] 
encouraged  me  to  speak.  It  took 
sensitizing,  not  pressure.” 

According  to  Olwell,  there  was 


no  audible  dissent  to  the  resolution 
which  reads  in  part;  “The  AFL 
protests  any  personnel  actions 
taken  against  any  worker  merely 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 
The  AFL  supports  and  urges  en¬ 
actment  of  legislation  at  the  feder¬ 
al,  state  and  local  level  that  would 
guarantee  the  civil  rights  of  all, 
without  regard  to  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  in  employment,  housing, 
credit,  public  accommodations 
and  public  services.” 

The  resolution,  according  to 
Corman  of  GRNL,  is  identical  to 
the  resolution  passed  by  the  SEIU 


executive  board  in  January.  The 
same  or  similar  resolutions,  Cor¬ 
man  told  GCN,  have  been  passed 
by  the  International  Ladies  Gar¬ 
ment  Workers  Union  (ILGWU), 
the  California  Federation  of 
Teachers  and  the  American  Feder¬ 
ation  of  State,  County  and  Muni¬ 
cipal  Employees  (AFSCME). 
AFSCME  was  the  first  national 
union  to  endorse  such  a  resolu¬ 
tion.  With  over  1.1  million  mem¬ 
bers,  AFSCME  is  one  of  the  lar¬ 
gest  unions  within  the  14-million- 
member  AFL-CIO  which  includes 
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King  and  Flynn  Win,  Gear  Up  for  Final  Vote 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  Votes  for  the  two 
finalists  in  the  October  1 1  prelim¬ 
inary  election  here  were  almost 
evenly  divided,  but  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  political  differences  be¬ 
tween  former  representative  Mel 
King  and  city  councillor  Ray 
Flynn,  partisans  in  both  camps 
together  made  one  thing  clear: 
Boston  politics  are  due  for  a 
change. 

“Tonight  marks  a  fundamental 
change  in  Boston  politics,”  said 
Flynn  in  an  election  night  speech 
to  his  supporters.  “We  have  ac¬ 
complished  what  the  political  ex¬ 
perts  predicted  could  not  be 
done....  Today  the  people  of 
Boston  spoke.  They  have  spoken  | 
that  they  want  a  fundamental  i 
change  in  the  way  our  city  is  ; 
governed.”  j 

“It’s  a  wonderful  day,  huh?”  | 
asked  Mel  King  of  his  cheering  ! 
supporters.  “We  started  off  by 
saying  that  we  have  come  on  dif¬ 
ferent  ships,  but  we  are  all  in  the 
same  boat.  We’re  here  to  say  to¬ 
night  that  the  boat  is  changing  its 
course.  Welcome  to  the  rainbow 
coalition!”  The  crowd  began 
chanting  “Rainbow,  rainbow!” 
and  “The  people,  united,  shall 
never  be  defeated!” 

Members  of  the  Vault,  the  self- 
appointed  collection  of  banking 
and  business  executives  who  have 
long  kept  a  close  rein  on  city  gov¬ 
ernment,  will  find  few  favors  from 
either  candidate.  At  a  morning- 
after  debate  for  the  two  finalists 
sponsored  by  the  Boston  Herald, 
King  put  a  question  to  Flynn; 
“Given  the  fact  that  there  are  re¬ 
ports  that  the  business  community 
is  afraid  of  the  two  of  us,  what  do 
you  think  is  wrong  with  them?” 
Amid  laughter  from  the  Herald's 
“ipvitation-only  crowd  of 
businessmen,  government  leaders 
and  other  dignitaries,”  Flynn  re¬ 
plied:  “1  think  they  just  went 
astray  somewhere.” 

Both  candidates  have  counted 
on  support  from  liberals  for  their 
emphasis  on  neighborhood  and 
community  development,  hous¬ 
ing,  employment,  and  on  breaking 
down  the  race  and  economic  bar¬ 
riers  of  the  city.  But  where  King 
approaches  such  issues  as  a  veteran 
black  progressive,  Flynn  has  cam¬ 
paigned  as  a  conservative- 
turned-“populist,”  saying  that  ex¬ 
perience  and  maturation  have  led 
him  to  change  his  views  on  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  (during  his  1971-78 
term  in  the  state  legislature,  Flynn 
voted  against  the  gay  rights  bill;  he 
now  says  he  favors  non¬ 
discrimination  legislation,  would 


Ray  Flynn 

sign  an  executive  order  to  that  ef¬ 
fect  and  would  appoint  a  liaison  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community), 
the  death  penalty  (he  now  opposes 


capital  punishment),  and  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  (he  now 
favors  it).  Flynn  has  not  wavered. 
Continued  on  page  7 


Mel  King  and  his  wife,  Joyce  King  (r.)  beam  at  the  crowd  of  jubilant 
campaign  workers  who  celebrated  his  preliminary  election  victory. 


Scondras  In; 
Hayes  Out 


Openly  gay  city  council  can¬ 
didate  David  Scondras  took  se¬ 
cond  place  in  the  District  8 
preliminary  election  on  October 
11,  and  will  face  former  Carter 
White  House  aide  Mark  Roose¬ 
velt  in  the  November  15  runoff. 

Roosevelt  led  the  field  of  four 
in  the  controversial  race,  garner¬ 
ing  41 36  votes.  Scondras  follow¬ 
ed  with  3720  votes,  ahead  of 
Suffolk  County  District  At¬ 
torney  Dennis  Quilty,  3150 
votes,  and  former  city  Environ¬ 
mental  Department  director 
Eugenie  Beal,  1165  votes. 

Scopdras  and  Roosevelt  each 
ran  best  in  their  own  neighbor¬ 
hoods:  Scondras  finished  first  in 
five  Fenway  precincts,  while 
Roosevelt  placed  ahead  in  six 
Beacon  Hill/Back  Bay  pre¬ 
cincts.  Both  candidates  will  be 
competing  for  votes  from  Quil- 
ty’s  supporters,  who  put  him  at 
the  top  in  three  Mission  Hill 
precincts  and  gave  him  signifi¬ 
cant  support  in  Beacon  Hill  and 
the  Back  Bay. 

In  District  2,  South  Boston 
candidates  easily  outdistanced 


South  End  community  activist 
Chris  Hayes,  who  had  earned 
the  endorsement  of  the  Boston 
Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance. 
Jimmy  Kelly  took  the  lead  in 
that  race  with  8615  votes;  South 
Boston  resident  Michael  Taylor, 
who  sought  to  portray  himself 
as  a  “moderate”  alternative  to 
Kelly,  took  second  place  with 
6284  votes.  Hayes  received  4400 
votes. 

“The  voter  turnout  in  South 
Boston  was  incredible,”  said 
Hayes  campaign  manager  Ann 
Maguire.  “The  South  End  turn¬ 
ed  out  in  force  for  Chris,”  but, 
she  noted.  South  Boston  com¬ 
prises  19  precincts,  while  the 
South  End  includes  only  1 1 . 

“I  think  Chris  was  the  one 
who  made  sure  that  the  issues 
were  discussed  in  the 
campaign,”  Maguire  added, 
“issues  which  probably  would 
not  have  been  discussed  if  it 
were  two  South  Boston  candi¬ 
dates  ....  The  South  End  show¬ 
ed  that  they  were  a  force  to  be 
reckoned  with.” 

—  Larry  Goldsmith 


David  Scondras 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

"We  are  the  Marranos  —  the  modern  counterpart 
to  the  Jews  of  early  Spain  who  were  forced  to  pretend 
to  have  converted  and  could  only  retain  their  true 
identity  in  secret.  With  the  chanting  of  the  Kol  Nidre, 
we  ask  that  our  enforced  hiding  draw  to  an  end;  that 
we  no  longer  feel  a  need  to  renounce  ourselves,  that 
our  fullest  expression  as  Jews,  as  gays,  as  human  be¬ 
ings  be  among  the  blessings  in  store  for  the  new 
year.” 

—  Sermon  from  the  Yom  Kippur  service  conduct¬ 
ed  at  Beth  Simchat  Torah,  New  York  City’s  synagogue 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians. 


hep  vaccine  ads  pulled 

WASHINGTON  —  Full-page  ads  promoting  the 
hepatitis  B  vaccine  were  pulled  from  the  gay  press 
last  month  after  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
(FDA)  requested  drug  companies  to  halt  direct  adver¬ 
tising  of  prescription  products. 

The  ad,  funded  by  the  American  Liver  Foundation 
to  promote  Merck,  Sharp  and  Dohme’s  hep  B  vaccine, 
carried  the  headline  “He  took  the  chance  of  getting 
hepatitis  B  —  and  lost.”  It  pictured  a  man  in  an  inten¬ 
sive  care  hospital  unit.  Although  it  has  received  wide¬ 
spread  and  prominent  display  in  most  newspapers  in 
the  gay/lesbian  community,  GCN  refused  the  ad,  ob¬ 
jecting  to  the  hard  sell  techniques  it  employed. 

FDA  official  Dr.  Lloyd  Millstein  said  the  agency 
wants  to  determine  whether  the  public  distinguishes 
between  prescription  and  over-the-counter  drugs  and, 
if  so,  whether  “benefits  and  risks”  of  drugs  need  to  be 
included  in  ads.  Millstein  said  physicians  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  discuss  the  effects  of  drugs  with  their  patients 
and  that  beneifit/risk  information  may  be  un¬ 
necessary. 

Although  Millstein  suggested  that  the  American 
Liver  Foundation  could  continue  to  run  the  ads,  the 
Foundation  opted  to  pull  the  ads.  Millstein  said  the  ad 
promoting  the  vaccine  was  a  “special  class”  since 
vaccines  may  not  be  purchased  by  prescription  and 
must  be  administered  in  a  clinical  setting. 


black  gay  and  proud  buttons  available 

NEW  YORK  —  A  lapel  button,  designed  by  black 
gay  activist  Sur  Rodney  Sur  to  increase  the  visibility 
of  blacks  in  the  gay/lesbian  community  and  of  gay/- 
lesbian  people  in  the  black  community,  is  available 
from  the  Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop.  The  but¬ 
ton’s  design  features  a  black  androgynous  profile  on 
a  green  and  red  background.  It  carries  the  inscription 
"Black  Gay  and  Proud”  and  may  be  ordered  whole¬ 
sale  for  30‘  each  from  the  bookshop.  Minimum  orders 
must  be  50  buttons.  The  address  is  Oscar  Wilde,  15 
Christopher  St.,  New  York,  NY  10014. 


new  york  law  school  joins  anti-bias 
institutions 

NEW  YORK  —  The  faculty  of  the  New  York  Law 
School  voted  overwhelmingly  on  October  3  to  adopt 
an  anti-discrimination  policy  which  protects  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  employment  and  admissions,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Arthur  Leonard,  attorney  and  professor  at  the 
school.  The  policy  also  prohibits  the  use  of  place¬ 
ment  facilities  at  the  school  to  employers  whose 
practices  violate  the  school’s  anti-bias  guidelines. 

Protests  from  three  different  student  groups  at 
the  school  had  sparked  a  two-year  debate  over  the 
policy.  The  protests  followed  the  presence  of  military 
recruiters  on  campus. 


BOSTON  —  Congressman  Gerry  Studds  (D-Mass.)  ad¬ 
dressed  an  October  2  rally  to  protest  American  military  in¬ 
tervention  in  Central  America.  About  350  people  listened 
to  Studds  and  bis  colleague,  Rep.  Barney  Frank,  deliver  the 
day’s  keynote  speeches.  According  to  a  spokeswoman  for 
Citizens  for  Participation  in  Political  Action,  the  group 
organizing  the  protest,  Studds  was  warmly  received  by  the 
crowd  and  his  speech  was  interrupted  several  times  by  ap¬ 
plause.  Studds  told  the  crowd  that  the  revolution  in  El 
Salvador  is  happening  there  because  it  needs  to  happen 
there,  contrary  to  Reagan  Administration  rhetoric. 


‘9  men’  one  too  many 

The  following  is  reprinted  from  the  New  York 

Times,  October  12,  1983. 

*  *  * 

To  the  Editor: 

I  noticed  the  following  paragraphs  in  the 
“Topics”  section  of  the  Sept.  29  editorial  page: 

Is  no  Washington  name  exempt  from  shorthand? 
One,  maybe.  The  Chief  Magistrate  responsible  for  ex¬ 
ecuting  the  laws  is  sometimes  cailed  the  POTUS.  The 
nine  men  who  interpret  them  are  often  the  SCOTUS. 
The  peopie  who  enact  them  are  still,  for  better  or 
worse,  Congress. 

According  to  the  information  available  to  me, 
which  I  had  assumed  was  generally  available,  for  over 
two  years  now  SCOTUS  has  not  consisted  of  nine 
men.  If  you  have  any  contradictory  information,  I 
would  be  grateful  if  you  would  forward  it  as  I  am  sure 
the  POTUS,  the  SCOTUS  and  the  undersigned  (the 
FWOTSC)  would  be  most  interested  in  seeing  it. 

Sandra  D.  O’Connor 

Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 


endorsements  in  Cambridge 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The  Cambridge  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance  (CLAGA)  has  released  its  endorsements 
for  the  November  8  municipal  election. 

At  a  closed  meeting  of  approximately  20  CLAGA 
members,  endorsements  for  city  council  and  school 
committee  were  made  in  two  categories,  “highly  en- 
sorsed”  and  “endorsed.” 

For  the  city  council,  CLAGA  “highly  endorsed” 
Saundra  Graham,  David  Sullivan  and  Alice  Wolf,  and 
“endorsed”  Frank  Duehay,  Bill  Durette  and  David 
Wylie. 

For  the  school  committee,  the  organization 
“highly  endorsed”  Fran  Cooper,  Dan  Leclerc  and 
Rena  Leib,  and  “endorsed”  David  Entin  and  David 
Kennedy. 

“Generally,  the  criteria  that  were  used  in  en¬ 
dorsing  the  people  were  not  just  their  stands  on  gay- 
related  issues,”  said  CLAGA  coordinator  Jonathan 
Handel,  “but  also  some  judgment  of  sincerity,  integri¬ 
ty,  effectiveness  and  conduct  as  an  elected  official.” 
Handel  declined  comment  on  specific  candidates. 


blue  ridgers  vs.  majoritarians 

LYNCHBURG,  VA  —  The  Blue  Ridge  Lambda 
Alliance,  a  gay  group  which  holds  forth  in  the 
hometown  of  arch-homophobe,  Jerry  Falwell,  an¬ 
nounced  its  plan  to  begin  a  consciousness-raising 
billboard  campaign,  according  to  the  Washington 
Blade. 

The  plan  is  to  rent  four  billboards  by  mid- 
November  to  carry  the  message,  “Someone  you  know 
is  gay.  Maybe,  someone  you  love  is  gay,”  with  the 
phone  number  of  the  local  gay  hotline. 

Doug  Deaton,  a  spokesman  for  the  Alliance,  said 
the  group  hopes  to  raise  between  $1200  and  $1500  to 
keep  the  message  up  on  all  four  billboards  for  four 
months. 

Randall  Martin,  hotline  coordinator,  said,  “We’re 
hoping  for  a  positive  response  to  the  billboards,  but 
considering  that  this  is  a  very  conservative  area  — 
real  Moral  Majority  —  we  may  get  an  increase  in 
crank  calls  or  people  being  silly  or  hanging  up.” 


needs  assessment 

BOSTON  —  Lesbians  and  gay  men  uncertain  of 
their  needs  could  turn  to  a  City  of  Boston  report 
outlining  preliminary  findings  from  The  Boston  Pro¬ 
ject,  “a  landmark  study  to  identify  and  analyze  the 
needs  of  Boston’s  gay  and  lesbian  citizens  in  order  to 
develop  a  workable  agenda  for  the  government  to 
better  meet  those  needs.” 

Nearly  6000  surveys  were  distrubuted  to  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  the  city  through  the  mailing  lists  of 
organizations  and  businesses  (including  a  speciai  in¬ 
sert  to  Boston  subscribers  of  GCN).  After  three 
months,  a  total  of  1340  surveys  had  been  returned  to 
City  Hall  for  tabulation.  Among  the  results: 

•  Three  out  of  four  respondents  said  they  had 
been  “subjected  to  verbai  abuse  in  the  City  of  Boston 
due  to  their  sexual  orientation.”  Fifty-three  percent 
said  they  had  experienced  “overt  acts  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  or  ill-feelings  which  they  believed  were  due  to 
their  sexual  orientation.”  And  aimost  a  quarter  of  the 
respondents  said  they  had  been  physically  attacked 
because  they  were  lesbian  or  gay. 

•  Sixty-five  percent  of  respondents  “did  not  feel 
that  Blacks,  Hispanics  and  Asians  were  accepted  as 
full  and  equal  members  at  all  gay  and  lesbian  busi¬ 
ness  establishments  and  organizations,”  and  70  per¬ 
cent  noted  the  existence  of  “discrimination  due  to 
one’s  gender”  within  the  iesbian  and  gay  community. 

•  Lesbians  and  gay  respondents  who  were  “out” 
experienced  more  verbal  abuse  than  those  who  were 
not,  “were  less  inclined  to  be  concerned  with  what 
their  neighbors  might  say  or  do  should  they  entertain 
an  exclusive  crowd  of  gay  and  lesbian  friends  in  their 
home,”  and  “were  more  inciined  to  agree  that  equal 
rights  and  opportunities  could  only  be  fully  achieved 
when  greater  numbers  ‘came  out.’  ” 

•  A  demographic  breakdown  of  the  data  shows 
an  overwhelming  majority  of  white,  male,  middle- 
class  respondents.  Eighty-one  percent  were  male,  48 
percent  earned  $20,000  or  more  annually,'93  percent 
were  white,  and  70  percent  had  at  least  a  four-year 
college  degree. 

•  Eleven  percent  of  the  respondents  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  finance,  banking,  insurance  or  real  estate. 
Another  11  percent  worked  in  health  care  profes¬ 
sions,  four  percent  as  physicians  or  dentists  and 
seven  percent  as  health  workers.  Food  and  beverage 
service  workers  accounted  for  eight  percent  of  the 
sample. 

•  Only  8  percent  of  the  respondents  had  been 
born  in  Boston.  Forty-six  percent  had  resided  in  the  ci¬ 
ty  for  five  years  or  less;  twenty-six  percent  had  lived  in 
the  city  for  ten  or  more  years.  Of  those  not  born  in 
Boston,  19  percent  had  lived  in  a  Boston  suburb  and 
20  percent  had  lived  elsewhere  in  Massachusetts  be¬ 
fore  moving  to  the  city. 


minor  problems  encounters  a  major 
problem 

EDINBURGH,  Scotland  —  Minor  Problems,  a 
review  for  intergenerational  and  childhood  sexual 
relationships  published  in  Britain,  has  been  forced  to 
move  its  mailing  address.  A  witchhunt  against  boy- 
lovers  is  currently  underway  in  England  and  resulted 
in  an  abrupt  and  hostile  suspension  of  postal  ser¬ 
vices  by  the  commercial  company  handling  the  publi¬ 
cation’s  mail.  Minor  Problems’  new  address,  effective 
immediately,  is:  52  Broughton  St./  GB-Edinburgh  1/ 
EH1  3SA. 

frontier  airlines  boycotted 

SACRAMENTO  —  A  group  calling  itself  the  Cam¬ 
paign  for  Equal  Benefits  urges  all  lesbians  and  gay 
men  to  boycott  Frontier  Airlines,  according  to 
Mom. . .  Guess  What! 

The  group  is  organizing  the  boycott  in  support  of 
Allen  Chamberlin,  a  gay  man  whose  suit  against  Fron¬ 
tier  seeks  commensurate  travel  benefits  for  gay/les¬ 
bian  employees  of  the  airline,  as  well  as  unmarried 
heterosexuals.  Chamberlin  alleges  that  the  airline 
refused  to  grant  him  equal  benefits  for  his  lover  of  ten 
years,  because  theirs  is  not  a  heterosexual  marriage. 
He  also  accuses  Frontier  of  harassment  of  him  be¬ 
cause  he  agitated  for  equal  benefits  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men. 

The  Campaign  for  Equal  Benefits  notes  that 
Frontier  has  rewritten  its  benefits  policies  to 
specifically  exclude  gay  men  and  lesbians  from  re¬ 
ceiving  travel  benefits.  Most  carriers  offer  what  are 
bailed  “buddy  passes”  to  their  single  and  gay 
workers,  no  questions  asked. 

The  Campaign  encourages  people  to  write  let¬ 
ters  to  Frontier  outiining  reasons  for  the  boycott. 
Organizers  say  that  it  doesn’t  matter  if  air  travelers 
are  unlikely  to  fly  Frontier  in  the  future,  but  that  Fron¬ 
tier  may  be  more  quick  to  respond  to  Chamberlin’s 
suit  if  passengers  —  actual  or  potential  —  are  lost. 

Letters  should  be  addressed  to:  Charles  L. 
Demony,  Sr.,  Sr.  Vice  President  in  Marketing  at  Fron¬ 
tier  Airlines/  8250  Smith  Rd./  Denver,  CO  80207. 


russian  gays  organize 

LENINGRAD,  U.S.S.R.  —  A  group  of  about  30  gay 
men  and  lesbians  are  establishing  an  informal  sup¬ 
port  and  educational  organization  to  work  for  the  re¬ 
peal  of  the  country’s  anti-gay  laws,  according  to  the 
Bulletin  of  the  International  Gay  Association. 

Information  from  a  gay  man  in  Leningrad  indi¬ 
cates  that  repeal  of  Article  121,  prohibiting  sexual 
relationships  between  men  in  the  military,  is  the  key 
to  the  estabiishment  of  an  officiai  organization  for 
gay  men  and  lesbians. 

Until  that  time,  however,  the  informal  group  can 
sponsor  study  sessions  and  language  courses  using 
gay  liberation  texts  as  part  of  the  curriculum.  The 
group  plans  to  hold  a  “study  month”  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  during  October,  to  examine  gay  identity  and 
the  gay  liberation  movements.  In  November,  the 
group  will  host  a  seminar,  inviting  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  from  Moscow,  Tailinn,  Riga  and  Kiev. 


STOPMILITARV 
intervention  in 
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"Contextualizing^  the  Community 

Second  Meeting  Held  with 


Times  Editors 


By  Bob  Nelson 

NEW  YORK  —  Three  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  gay  community  met 
with  editors  at  the  New  York 
Times  to  discuss  the  paper’s 
coverage  of  gay  issues  and  its 
omission  of  gay  people  from  its 
coverage  of  broader  subjects. 

Participating  in  the  October  3 
meeting  were  Times’  vice-chair¬ 
man  SydneyGruson,  executive  ed¬ 
itor  Abe  Rosenthal,  National  Gay 
Task  Force  director  Virginia 
Apuzzo,  City  Court  Judge  Rich¬ 
ard  Failla  and  Human  Rights 
Commissioner  David  Rothenberg. 
A  similar  meeting  had  taken  place 
last  June  which  only  Gruson  at¬ 
tended  for  the  Times,  but  also  in¬ 
cluded  Andy  Humm,  spokesper¬ 


son  for  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights,  who  apparently 
was  not  invited  to  the  October 
meeting.  Failla,  the  city’s  only 
openly  gay  judge,  said  that  Gruson 
had  “expressed  some  chagrin”  at 
seeing  the  June  meeting  reported 
on  the  gossip  page  of  the  June  24 
New  York  Post,  which  had  quoted 
both  Humm  and  Apuzzo.  “But 
Gruson  was  annoyed  at  himself  for 
being  annoyed,”  explained  Failla. 

The  meeting,  which  took  place 
in  the  Times’  executive  dining 
room  for  lunch,  was  “comfor¬ 
table”  and  “productive”  accord¬ 
ing  to  those  representing  the  gay 
community.  However,  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  Times  ’  failure  to  use  the 


word  “gay”  except  in  titles  of 
organizations  or  in  quotes  was  put 
off  until  dessert  at  Gruson’s  sugges¬ 
tion,  since  Rosenthal  and  the  gay 
representatives  had  firm  but  op¬ 
posing  views  on  the  issue.  Mean¬ 
while,  other  questions  discussed 
included  employment  of  gays  and 
lesbians  in  the  media,  suggestions 
for  feature  stories  on  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  and  possibilities  of  future 
meetings  between  Times  editors 
and  gay  journalists. 

One  of  the  central  points  of  con¬ 
tention  at  the  meeting  was  the 
question  of  “contextualizing”  gay 
issues  and  the  gay  community  by 
including  them  in  the  analysis  of 
broader  issues.  A  recent  example 


New  Yorkers  Host 
Anti- Apartheid  Forum 


By  Jolanta  Benal 

NEW  YORK  —  About  50  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  attended  an  Oc¬ 
tober  4  forurn  in  support  of  the 
South  African  anti-apartheid 
movement.  The  forum,  at  the 
Washington  Square  Church,  was 
co-sponsored  by  Salsa  Soul 
Sisters,  Black  and  White  Men 
Together,  and  Dykes  Against 
Racism  Everywhere. 

Salsa  Soul’s  Donna  Bryan 
described  the  forum  as  an  “ex¬ 
change  of  information”  on  strate¬ 
gies  by  which  the  U.S.  gay  com¬ 
munity  could  support  the  fight 
against  apartheid.  But  neither  of 
the  featured  speakers,  Nomazizi- 
Sokudela  of  the  African  National 
Congress  (ANC)  and  Asma  Feyi- 
jinmi  of  Southern  Africa  magazine 
and  the  Committee  for  Human 
Rights  in  Kenya,  said  anything 
that  might  not  have  been  address¬ 
ed  to  a  straight  audience.  Nor  did 
either  woman  acknowledge  this 
audience’s  gayness. 

Asked  to  comment,  DARE’s 
Kathy  McCandless  said  she  had 
planned  to  deliver  a  statement  at 
the  end  of  the  forum  drawing  con¬ 
nections  between  racism  and 
homophobia.  Because  most  of  the 
audience  arrived  well  after  the 
scheduled  start  of  the  forum,  and 
because  of  additional  delays  due  to 
projector  problems,  it  was  decided 
to  forego  McCandless’  statement. 

“Perhaps  1  should  have  drawn 
those  connections  earlier  in  the 
program,”  McCandless  said.  “We 
didn’t  ask  the  speakers  to.... 
Speaking  for  myself,  I  would  take 
that  as  a  reasonable  criticism  of 
the  forum,  but  not  of  the 
speakers.” 


As  for  the  ANC,  McCandless 
added,  “Their  reaction  to  us  as  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  groups  has  been 
much  more  positive  than  some  left 
groups  in  this  country.... 
They’ve  never  refused  to  work 
with  a  lesbian  or  gay  group. 
They’ve  always  been  very  cordial 
and  very  open.” 

Speaking  first,  Nomazizi 
Sokudela  called  the  Reagan 
administration’s  policy  of  “con¬ 
structive  engagement”  with  South 
Africa  a  policy  of  “destructive 
engagement,”  and  attacked  cur¬ 
rent  South  African  “reforms.” 
One  pending  constitutional  bill, 
she  said,  would  allow  integration 
of  Indian  and  “colored”  South 
Africans  with  whites,  leaving 
apartheid  intact  with  respect  to 
blacks.  The  deportation  of  black 
South  Africans  to  the  homelands 
continues,  with  2.5  million  people 
shipped  out  in  the  past  three  years. 

Sokudela  told  the  audience  that 
the  FBI  had  demanded  copies  of 
speeches  to  be  given  at  the  forum. 
“We  are  used  to  harassment,”  she 
said.  “We  grew  up  with  it.”  In 
conclusion,  she  urged  the  audience 
to  support  the  South  African 
liberation  movement. 

Asma  Feyijinmi  spoke  of  infor¬ 
mation  as  a  “tool  with  \yhich  to 
dismantle  the  apartheid 
machine,”  pointing  out  that  as  a 
result  of  publicity  and  boycotts 
only  “four  or  five”  U.S.  enter¬ 
tainers  have  played  in  South 
Africa  so  far  this  year.  South 
Africa  pays  such  performers  huge 
fees.  “The  whites  of  South 
Africa,”  Feyijinmi  commented, 
“have  to  wake  up  every  day  sur¬ 


rounded  by  20  million  strong, 
hungry,  and,  most  of  all,  angry 
blacks.  You  can  bet  they’d  pay  any 
price  to  boost  their  morale.” 

Feyijinmi  described  legislation 
such  as  a  bill  sponsored  by  Rep. 
Steven  Solarz  (D-NY),  which 
would  make  it  illegal  to  buy  krug- 
gerrands  or  to  invest  in  or  do 
Continued  on  page  7 


cited  was  the  series  the  Times  has 
been  running  on  “the  lives  —  the 
hopes,  the  fears,  .he  troubles  and 
the  triumphs  —  of  the  men  and 
women  who  run  the  businesses 
along  a  single  New  York  City 
block  in  the  Chelsea  neighborhood 
of  Manhattan.”  Though  Chelsea 
has  been  undergoing  an  almost 
textbook  case  of  gentrification, 
the  Times  series  has  yet  to  mention 
the  involvement  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians  in  either  positive  or 
negative  fashion.  (One  article  in 
the  series  described  a  restaurant 
opened  by  two  men,  who  after 
signing  their  lease,  walked  home 
“fifty  blocks”  together  to  discuss 
their  fears  about  the  enterprise.) 

“In  .any  discussion  of  the  eco¬ 
nomics  of  the  area,  there  should  be 
a  discussion  of  the  gay  presence,” 
noted  Failla.  “And  Rosenthal 
agreed  it  was  a  problem  that  had  to 
be  addressed,  but  he  didn’t  specify 
how  he  would  do  it.” 

The  gay  representatives  also 
suggested  other  areas  for  in¬ 
tegrating  the  community  into 
broader  discussions,  including  im¬ 
migration  and  the  gay  vote. 

Another  sore  point  has  been  the 
newspaper  of  record’s  treatment 
of  gay  people  in  its  obituary  col¬ 
umns.  One  such  obituary  was  that 
of  Paul  Jacobs,  a  pianist  and  harp¬ 
sichordist  for  the  New  York  Phil¬ 
harmonic,  which  appeared  in  the 


Though  Jacobs  had  died  of  an 
AIDS-related  disease  and  was  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  lover,  his  obituary  — 
which  ran  to  12  column  inches  — 
discussed  only  his  professional  life 
and  his  interpretations  of  Cope¬ 
land,  Cage  and  Stockhausen, 
among  others.  However,  a  paid 
death  notice  read  “JACOBS  — 
Paul,  dear  brother  of  John,  cher¬ 
ished  friend  of  Paul  Levenglick.” 
The  Times  has  recently  accorded 
similar  treatment  to  Wallace 
Hamilton,  a  novelist  and  defender 
of  Doylove.  A  note  about 
Hamilton’s  death  mentioned  that 
he  had  written  Christopher  and 
Gay,  but  said  nothing  about  why 
he  might  have  written  a  book  with 
such  a  title. 

On  the  question  of  employment 
protections  for  the  gay  and  lesbian 
employees  of  the  Times,  gay 
repre.sentatives  pointed  out  that  it 
was  inconsistent  for  the  Times  to 
claim  it  wouldn’t  discriminate 
against  women,  that  it  did  offer  af¬ 
firmative  action  programs  for 
women,  and  that  it  editorially  sup¬ 
ported  the  ERA,  but  then  refused 
to  give  similar  protections  to  gay 
and  lesbian  employees.  Ginny 
Apuzzo  pointed  out  that  an  Asso¬ 
ciated  Press  employee  bulletin 
issued  last  spring  that  referred  to 
gay  people  as  “child  molestors  and 
rapists”  was  reason  enough  for 
major  media  organizations  to  in- 
Continued  on  page  7 


Sept.  26  issue  of  the  Times. 

Conference  Commentary 

Lesbian  Presence 
Felt  at  NOW  Convention 


By  Urvashi  Vaid 

WASHINGTON  —  With  a 
spirit  that  bore  witness  to  the  con¬ 
ference  theme  —  “Women  Make 
the  Difference”  —  more  than  2000 
women  and  a  few  dozen  men  at¬ 
tended  the  1983  national  con¬ 
ference  of  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW),  held  at 
the  Washington  Hilton  from  Sept. 
28  to  Oct.  2. 

Lesbians  were  very  well 
represented  and  highly  visible 
among  the  conference  parti¬ 
cipants.  Lesbian  and  gay  rights 
also  figured  prominently 
throughout  the  agenda  of  the  con¬ 
ference.  But  the  resignation  of 
NOW’s  openly  lesbian  vice 
president-executive,  Barbara  Tim- 
mer,  left  at  least  one  woman  at  the 
conference  remembering  NOW’s 
mid-’70s  purge  of  lesbians.  She 
muttered,  “So,  what’s  the  dif¬ 
ference?” 


Timmer,  however,  an  attorney 
who  has  worked  within  NOW  for 
ten  years  and  was  elected  to  the 
vice  presidency  in  October,  1982, 
told  GCN,  “The  actual  issues  are 
boring.”  She  said  her  decision  to 
leave  effective  December,  1983, 
was  “not  based  on  any  difference 
about  substantive  issues,  but  was 
an  internal  administrative  deci¬ 
sion.” 

Sources  within  NOW  noted  that 
when  she  ran  for  office  last  fall, 
Timmer  was  not  the  candidate  en¬ 
dorsed  by  ex-president  Ellie 
Smeal.  Smeal,  who  recently  began 
publication  of  a  bi-weekly  newslet¬ 
ter  on  women  in  politics  entitled 
The  Ellie  Smeal  Report,  continues 
to  exert  considerable  influence 
within  NOW  and  to  provoke  both 
unwavering  praise  and  grumbled 
charges  of  homophobia. 

The  conference  itself  was  both  a 


demonstration  and  celebration  of 
the  feminist  organization’s  hard- 
earned  political  influence.  Promi¬ 
nent  women  politicians  from 
around  the  country  mingled  with 
countless  political  aspirants  court¬ 
ing  the  favor  of  NOW  members  at 
a  special  candidates’  forum  held 
on  Sunday  morning.  All  the 
Democratic  presidential  candi¬ 
dates  except  Florida’s  Reuben 
Askew  flexed  their  jaw  muscle'-  to 
woo  the  NOW  voters. 

All  the  candidates  mentioned  or 
were  asked  to  address  the  issue  of 
gay/lesbian  rights,  and,  to  a  man 
expressed  generic  support. 

The  conference  as  a  whole 
adopted  two  gay  and  lesbian 
resolutions;  an  AIDS  research 
resolution  and  a  resolution  calling 
on  the  organization  to  work  to 
secure  passage  of  state-level  gay 
rights  bills. 


BOSTON  —  Mel  King’s  Rainbow  Coalition  whooped  it  up  in  the 
Parker  House  and  on  the  street  in  front  of  the  hotel  after  King  and  Ray 
Flynn  secured  the  two  spots  in  the  November  runoff  race  for  the  Boston 
mayoralty. 


The  AIDS  research  resolution 
commits  NOW  to  actively  support 
“legislation  to  fund  AIDS 
research  and  support  services  for 
AIDS  patients  and  their  chosen 
families.”  In  recognition  of  the 
deleterious  effect  the  characteriza¬ 
tion  of  AIDS  as  a  “gay  disease”  is 
having  upon  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
the  resolution  also  calls  on  NOW 
to  “actively  oppose  legislation  or 
other  actions  which  would  in  any 
way  limit  the  civil  or  human  rights 
of  lesbians,  gay  men,  bisexuals  and 
others.”  The  ambiguity  of  the  last 
phrase,  “and  others,”  is  especially 
interesting  in  light  of  NOW’s  1981 
resolution  which  refused  tc  accept 
the  validity  of  sadomasochism  and 
boylove  as  forms  of  sexual  expres¬ 
sion. 

The  resolution  supporting  gay 
rights  legislation  commits  NOW  to 
campaigning  for  passage  of  state-> 
wide  legislation  in  targeted  states. 
The  project  will  be  launched  at  the 
January,  1984  Lesbian  Rights 
Conference  in  Milwaukee,  spon¬ 
sored  by  NOW.  A  delegate  from 
California  NOW  speaking  in  favor 
of  the  resolution  noted,  “I  think 
it’s  high  time  this  organization  put 
its  money  where  its  mouth  is.” 
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Community  Voices 

obsolete  engine 


Dear  GCN, 

It  was  inspiring  to  hear  Shirley  Chisholm  speak 
so  confidently  about  a  coalition  of  woman  and 
people  of  color  (primarily  Black)  powerful 
enough  to  defeat  Reagan  in  the  ’84  elections,  and 
to  change  the  direction  of  this  country  towards  a 
goal  of  attending  to  human  needs  instead  of  de¬ 
fense.  As  impressed  as  I  was,  and  certainly  eager 
to  believe  its  possibility,  in  retrospect,  I  am  left 
with  a  lot  of  questions  and  concern. 

Much  of  the  focus  of  her  speech  was  on  the 
dangerous  charm  of  Reagan  and  the  support  he 
receives  even  from  people  suffering  from  his 
policy.  It  seems  to  me  that  focusing  on  Reagan,  or 
“Reaganomics”  encourages  us  to  believe  that  the 
corporate  mentality  that  placed  him  in  office  will 
leave  with  the  installation  of  a  new  president. 
Electing  a  new  president  will  not  challenge  the 
righteousness  of  the  Capitalist  System  which,  at 
every  opportunity  in  our  history  has  chosen 
economic  and  technological  advancement  over 
human  and  environmental  concern.  Those  who 
“control”  Reagan  (and  she  briefly  listed  three 
names)  will  not  go  away  nicely  with  the  election  of 
a  new  president  or  legislature.  We  are  on  the 
brink  of  WW  III  becaue  of  a  concept  of  citizen¬ 
ship  which  demands  of  us  only  15  minutes  every 


two  to  four  years,  and  at  this  point,  an  election 
simply  replaces  parts  in  an  obsolete  engine.  Build¬ 
ing  coalitions  which  substantially  compromise 
progressive  programs  in  order  to  unite  behind  a 
candidate  in  the  Democratic  Party,  or  agreeing  on 
a  more  radical  candidate  and  emerging  as  a  strong 
independent  party  will  still  not  solve  the  deep 
crisis  of  our  country. 

The  newest  stage  of  multinational  capitalism  is 
depleting  our  industrial  base  daily — the  move¬ 
ment  of  manufacturing  overseas  and  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  automation  and  high  technology  has 
left  us  with  a  nation  of  jobless  people.  Cutting  the 
defense  budget  by  3/4  or  even  1/2  would  only 
temporarily  relieve  pressures  on  the  needy — 
spread  the  budget  around  and  it  will  feel  thinner 
and  thinner  when  there  is  no  more  money  coming 
in  from  United  States  industry  or  taxes  from 
employed  workers.  Changing  the  president  or 
liberalizing  the  cabinet  will  not  halt  the  mentality 
of  the  forces  far  beyond  the  right  who  constitute  a 
real  counter-revolutionary  threat  in  this  country. 
Those  who  still  benefit  from  capitalism  and/or 
those  who  stand  to  lose  from  a  more  equitable 
distribution  of  the  wealth  will  be  more  likely  to 
defend  the  status  quo  than  to  support  a  “new 
direction.”  By  this  1  mean  white,  racist  workers 


and  people  of  color  asimilated  into  the  middle 
classes.  Financial  security  has  a  way  of  winning 
out  over  color  or  sex  affiliation,  and  “change”  is 
not  a  comfortable  word  in  America  unless  it’s  for 
the  better  financially — and  when  some  people  get 
more,  you  know  some  people  must  get  less. 

I  was  also  excited  by  her  faith  that  women  in 
the  “movement”  and  Blacks  could  begin  working 
together  once  Whites  began  dealing  with  racism, 
and  Black  men  started  dealing  with  sexism.  How¬ 
ever,  I  am  worried  about  identifying  these  prob¬ 
lems  as  only  “hang-ups”  which  she  did.  For  too 
long  we  have  called  it  “personal  racism”  or  sex¬ 
ism  without  making  the  profound  association 
with  the  economic  relationship  these  “hang-ups” 
have  to  capitalism.  The  personal  prejudices  I 
must  work  out  as  a  White  stem  for  the  African 
Slave  trade,  and  more  concretely  the  U.S.  Consti¬ 
tution  which  declared  Blacks  3/5  human,  and  the 
Compromise  of  1877  which  structurally  reinforc¬ 
ed  White  economic  dominance.  These  have  sanc¬ 
tified  the  myths  of  racial  superiority  and  inferiori¬ 
ty  and  have  become  the  foundation  of  our  nation. 
Through  racism,  the  capital  was  made  to  finance 
all  of  our  exploitation  of  the  indigenous  people, 
firmly  root  a  class  character  to  our  society,  and 
spread  imperialism  to  the  3rd  world.  The  concept 
of  patriarchal  rule  pre-dates  capitalism,  and  has 
served  as  the  basis  for  white,  male  power.  It  seems 
overwhelming  to  think  that  we  can  turn  around 
400  years  of  history  in  a  year  and  a  half  to  find 
enough  unity  to  defeat  Reagan. 

Differences  in  race/class/sex  privilege  serve  a 
concrete  purpose  in  our  society,  from  which 
Whites  benefit  economically  and  lose  emotionally 
and  spiritually,  and  from  which  Blacks  suffer 
materially  and  emotionally.  I  do  believe  that 
feminists  are  really  challenging  race/class  bias  at 
the  gut  level  and  are  making  moves,  but  1  am  too 
pessimistic  to  believe  that  we  can  “get  it 
together”  fast  enough  to  take  power  and  keep  it 
before  we  encounter  the  same  political  repression 
we  see  in  Central/Latin  America  and  the  rest  of 
the  Third  World — remembering  that  our  govern¬ 
ment  essentially  pays  for  it  all!  We  need  more 
than  reforms  at  the  electoral  level  to  bring  about 
the  leap  of  consciousness  so  desperately  needed  at 
this  point  in  time. 

Shirley  Chisholm  is  a  great  resource  of 
strength,  experience,  and  inspiration,  and  1  wish 
there  could  have  been  more  time  for  questions 
and  answers  at  the  end  of  her  talk — 1  would  have 
been  interested  in  her  responses  to  the  audience. 

I  welcome  correspondence  about  this. 

Thank  you, 

Nancy  Vogl 
Oakland,  CA 

Volunteer 

Gay  men  interested  in  participating  in  a  re¬ 
search  project  aimed  at  understanding  the  va¬ 
riety  of  responses  to  the  AIDS  crisis,  please 
call  the  AIDS  Action  Line  and  indicate  your 
interest  in  this  project.  Call  536-7733.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 

Gay  Community  News  welcomes  letters  to 
Community  Voices.  If  at  all  possible,  your 
letters  should  be  TYPED  AND  DOUBLE 
SPACED  and  kept  to  three  pages  (or  less!) 
in  length.  GCN  publishes  all  the  letters  it 
receives,  unedited,  on  a  space-available 
basis,  unless  they  contain  personal  attacks. 
Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published, 
but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  request. 
Address  letters  to: 

Community  Voices,  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston, 
MA  02111. 


It  Feels  Good  to  sustain  GCN,  and  you  get  a  lot  back  from  us.  The 
pledge  form  below  gives  you  details,  and  artist  Jennifer  Camper  gives 
you  some  points  of  comparison.  Sustaining  GCN  feels  as  good  as  .  .  . 


(tits) 
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The  1983  Gay  Community  News  Sustainer  Program 
Your  pledge  (minimum  $120  per  year)  brings  you: 


•a  one  year  subscription  to  CCN 

•  the  quarterly  sustainer 
newsletter 

•  two  introductory  gift  subs  to 
give  to  your  boss,  relatives, 
ex-lovers,  or  friends 


'  a  special  invitation  to  the 
Second  Annual  Sustainer  Party 


'  and  the  good  feeling  that 
comes  with  building  a  better 
paper  and  a  stronger  community. 


□  I  want  to  feel  good!  Sign  me  on  as  a  GCN  Sustainer  for  the  next  12 
months. 

□  We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  payments  of: 

_ $30  ($1 20  annually)  _ $100  ($400  annually) 

_ $50  ($200  annually)  _ $ _ 

□  We/I  would  like  to  arrange  the  following  payment  plan  _ , - 


□  Enclosed  is  my  first  installment  of  $ 


Name*, 


(The  minimum  pledge  is  SI 20  a  year) 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


•As  wilh  all  GCN  correspondence,  your  name  will  be  kepi  strictly  confidential  unless  you 
agree  otherwise,  May  we  publish  your  name  m  our  quarterly  newsletter^  U  Yes.  I  J  No. 

Please  mail  coupon  and  payment  to:  CCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


AIDS  Resource  List 

AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  267-7573 
Education  and  support  group  for  people  with 
AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends  and 
health  care  providers.  Provides  speakers, 
conducts  forums,  rap  groups,  hospice- 
trained  volunteers,  hotline  information  and 
referrals.  Associated  with  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  informa¬ 
tion,  referrals  and  befriending  about  AIDS. 
Trained  volunteers. 

AIDS  Benefit  Review  Committee 
(267-7573)  or  (725-4849) 

Joint  subcommittee  of  Mayor’s  Committee 
on  AIDS  and  AIDS  Action  Committee  to 
coordinate  AIDS  fundraisers,  monitor  pro¬ 
cess  and  review  results.  All  groups  of  in¬ 
dividuals  planning  AIDS  fundraisers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  coordinate  their  efforts  with  the 
subcommittee. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  (424-5916) 

The  Community  Infectious  Disease 
Epidemiology  Program  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer 
questions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 


lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on  AIDS 
cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta,  officially  determines 
number  of  ca.ses  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115 
(267-7573) 

Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  A  gay  sen¬ 
sitive  health  care  facility.  Participates  in 
research  efforts. 

Gay  and  l.esbian  Counseling  Services 
80  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
(542-51 18) 

One-on-one  counseling  for  AIDS  anxiety. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  6:00  pm  to  mid¬ 
night,  M-F  (426-9371) 

Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  refer¬ 
rals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts  —  1 17  Harvard  Street,  Dorchester, 
MA  02124  (436-2808) 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support  and 
emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with  AIDS 
and  their  families. 


Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  Room  608, 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston, .  MA  02201 
(725-4849) 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and  city 
health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media  outlet. 
Conducts  forums  and  provides  speakers, 
distributes  AIDS  brochures,  referrals. 
National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline 
(1-800-22 1 -7044) 

Toll  free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Omega  Hospice  and  Bereavement  Program 
270  Washington  Street,  Somerville,  MA 
02143  (776-6369) 

Ongoing  free  support  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  dealing  with  life-threatening  illness. 
Springfield  Downtown  Ministry  /Council  of 
Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street  Room  205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402  (737-4125) 
Counseling  and  referrals. 
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Speaking  Out - = - 

Singing  an  Old  Song  New 


By  Efic  Gabriel 

I  was  too  young  to  join  the  March  on  Washington  in  1 963.  Chances  are  my  parents 
wouldn’t  have  taken  me  anyway.  My  family  didn’t  go  on  long  car  trips  when  I  was  growing 
up.  Philadelphia  was  about  the  furthest  we  ever  got,  a  two-hour  drive  that  seemed  to  end  in 
another  country.  We  didn’t  go  on  marches  either.  The  March  on  Washington  seemed  very 
far  away  from  our  neighborhood  in  the  Bronx. 

1  knew  I  didn’t  hate  Negroes,  even  if  some  of  the  kids  in  my  school  did.  They  had  a 
name  for  black  people  which  my  parents  told  me  never  to  use  because  it  was  as  bad  as  some¬ 
one  calling  me  a  kike.  I  asked  my  mother  why  a  little  black  boy  on  the  cover  of  /./A?  magazine 
was  crying;  she  said  it  was  because  his  daddy  was  killed  by  the  Klan.  We  opened  the 
magazine  and  1  saw  pictures  of  kids  my  own  age  wearing  sheets.  They  stood  in  the  fireglare 
of  a  burning  cross  next  to  their  parents,  who  also  had  sheets  on.  My  mother  and  father 
didn’t  go  to  marches  but  they  weren’t  like  that,  1  thought.  Another  issue  of  Z.;/e  contained 
pictures  of  the  four  little  black  girls  killed  when  their  church  was  bombed.  They  all  wore 
skirts  and  blouses  and  white  anklets  in  the  photographs  taken  of  them.  They  reminded  me  of 
the  girls  who  were  part  of  the  busing  program  that  had  begun  in  my  school  that  year.  I 
wondered  if  my  new  schoolmates  had  seen  the  pictures  of  the  wrecked  church,  if  they  knew. 
1  was  afraid  for  them  to  discover  the  tragedy,  like  a  parent  protecting  a  child  from  painful 
but  inevitable  news.  I  didn’t  want  them  to  know  that  such  things  could  happen  to  them. 

I  monitored  my  new  schoolmates’  reactions  during  a  National  Brotherhood  Week 
assembly  program  while  we  watched  a  filmstrip  about  The  Negro  Contribution  to  America. 
I  waited  for  a  smile  of  pride  to  shape  their  faces  as  pictures  of  George  Washington  Carver 
and  Jackie  Robinson  were  cranked  across  the  screen.  1  wondered  what  they  felt  when,  in  the 
still-dark  auditorium  with  the  filmstrip’s  final  image  of  the  American  flag  before  us,  we  were 
told  to  stand,  hold  hands  and  sing  the  National  Anthem.  Their  responses,  if  any,  were  hid¬ 
den.  I  saw  only  their  white  shirts  glowing  in  the  dark  with  everyone  else’s.  Back  in  the 
classroom  they  kept  their  thoughts  to  themselves.  The  children  in  my  school  regarded  the 
newcomers  from  a  cautious,  if  not  hostile,  distance.  Their  friendship,  mine  included,  would 
not  be  accepted  until  the  kids  from  Harlem  were  sure  it  would  last.  1  wanted  them  to  know  1 
didn’t  hate  them.  1  hoped  the  assembly  program  would  convince  them  that  my  school  didn’t 
hate  them  either.  But  1  didn’t  know  how  they  felt  about  the  strange  new  school  they  found 
themselves  in,  nor  its  once-a-year  tribute  to  their  people.  Maybe  they  too  were  scanning  the 
audience,  gauging  interest  and  respect  and  measuring  the  honesty  of  their  new  schoolmates. 

I  remembered  all  this  as  1  joined  the  crowd  listening  to  the  speakers  during  the  1983 
March  on  Washington.  1  stood  with  a  man  I’d  met  in  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  contingent.  The 
rally  was  nearing  an  end  but  Audre  Lorde  hadn’t  spoken  yet.  The  Official  Program  omitted 
her  name  but  she  made  the  Washington  Post  schedule.  We  waited. 

Her  speech  was  short  and  strong  but  1  heard  little  of  it.  1  still  stung  with  the  catcalls  and 
booing  I’d  heard  after  she  identified  herself  as  a  representative  of  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay 
community.  I  felt  isolated,  I  huddled  close  to  my  friend.  1  wondered  where  were  all  the  arms 
that  had  just  been  raised,  fisted  and  clapping,  for  other  speakers.  I  tried  to  remember  why 
I’d  come.  1  was  too  confused  to  be  angry  but  tired  enough  for  the  hurting  to  slip  down  into  a 
sadness  that  burned. 

A  woman  wearing  an  ERA  teeshirt  walked  by.  The  provisions  of  the  Bill  were 
emblazoned  on  her  back:  No  discrimination  with  regard  to  race,  religion,  color,  creed,  na¬ 


tional  origin  or  .sex.  ‘‘What  about  sexual  orientation?”  1  said  to  my  friend.  A  black  man 
nearby  shot  out  a  sneer  and  a  nasty  comment.  The  woman  he  was  with  told  him  to  calm  down. 
The  burning  inside  me  now  glowed  whitehot.  The  inarticulate  hate  of  the  catcalls  and  boo¬ 
ing  had  been  given  voice  with  this  man. 

1  didn’t  hate  him  because  1  had  been  taught  too  early  how  to  forgive:  the  Irish  kids  who 
waited  in  ambush  for  us  as  we  left  Hebrew  School;  my  classmates  w  ho  called  me  a  sissy  and, 
yes,  the  people  who  put  on  sheets  and  hated  Negroes.  1  hated  neither  the  catcallers  nor  this 
man  lor  what  they  did  but  for  the  joy  they'd  robbed  from  me  that  day.  I  turned  toward  the 
steps  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial.  The  rally  was  about  to  end.  Coretia  Scott  King  spoke. 
Everyone  linked  arms  to  a  tape  of  Martin  Luther  King.  Jr.  recorded  at  the  1963  March.  We 
all  sang  ‘‘We  Shall  Overcome.”  I  began  to  cry. 

I  cried  because  of  the  lingering  pain  but  also  for  feelings,  happy  and  sad.  that  originated 
years  before  and  involved  not  only  myself  but  my  community  as  well.  Twenty  years  passed 
since  I’d  first  heard  that  song  on  a  television  report  of  the  1963  March,  a  period  which  is 
almost  a  lifetime  for  me.  My  participation  in  the  1983  March  signified  one  of  the  directions 
I’d  taken  during  that  time.  My  holding  the  hand  of  the  man  next  to  me  at  the  march  was 
another.  When  I  first  heard  “We  Shall  Overcome”  I  sang  the  lines  “Black  and  White 
together.”  Twenty  years  later  I  added  another  verse:  “Gay  and  Straight  together.”  And  1 
cried. 

The  twenty  year  period  of  the  development  of  civil  rights  has  parallel  in  the  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  movement,  which  has  gone  from  near-invisibility  to  organization  and  recogni¬ 
tion.  I  don't  think  there  were  many  lesbian  and  gay  hand-holders  at  the  1963  March.  If  I  had 
been  able  to  go  I  certainly  wouldn’t  have  been  one  of  them.  An  openly  gay  speaker  in  1983 
meant  that  the  movement  envisioned  by  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  included  all  people.  The 
booing  of  the  same  speaker  made  me  realize  that  such  a  movement  would  have  to  struggle 
within  its  ranks  to  keep  it  broad  enough  to  remain  true  to  its  visions. 

The  singing  ended  and  the  crowd  began  to  disburse.  My  friend  and  I  headed  for  the 
metro.  Someone  tapped  me  on  the  shoulder.  It  was  the  woman  who  was  vith  the  jeering 
man.  She  waved.  “Peace,  brother,”  she  said  and  smiled.  I  held  my  friend.  The  heaviness  in¬ 
side  me  eased.  1  kept  seeing  her  face  in  front  of  me,  smiling.  I  don’t  know  what  made  her  do 
it.  Perhaps  she  had  been  watching  me  during  the  singing,  appraising  my  commitment  to 
what  had  been  said  and  my  honesty,  just  as  I’d  imagined  my  black  schoolmates  had.  It  was 
weeks  before  they  decided  they  would  trust  me.  I’m  glad  it  didn’t  take  her  that  long. 
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Community  Voices 


hamiiton: 
missed  inside 

Dear  GCN: 

It  has  become  a  weekly  ritual  for  me.  The  GCN 
comes.  I’m  teased  about  it,  then  it’s  off  to  the 
dorm  for  a  few  minutes  to  catch-up  on  all  the 
latest  gay  news. 

It’s  all  there.  “Garage  sale  marks  closing  of 
baths.”  “Hepatitis,  Health  and  the  Hard-Sell.” 
And  many  more  important  (sigh)  and  lesser  im¬ 
portant  issues.  But  a  personal  tragedy  is  clouding 
my  ability  to  finish  my  routine.  A  personal 
tragedy  that  affects  all  homosexuals. 

On  September  1,  we  as  gay  men  and  women 
were  struck  with  a  great  loss.  Gay  author, 
playwrite,  advocate  and  my  friend  Wallace 
Hamilton  died  unexpectedly.  A  tragedy  by  any 
standard,  it  is  deeper  for  the  gay  artistic  com¬ 
munity. 

Because  so  few  of  our  artists  declare  their  sex¬ 
ual  preference  because  of  the  fear  involved  in  the 
homophobic  tensions  of  today,  Wallace 
Hamilton’s  death  leaves  a  great  void. 

More  than  an  openly  gay  artist,  Wallace  was 
able  to  use  his  sexuality  to  create  something  ac¬ 
cepted  and  enjoyed  by  thousands.  He  successfully 
introduced  the  straight  community  to  our  lifestyle 
and  open  the  eyes  of  gays. 

His  dozen  plays  (several  about  gays)  and  five 
books  (one  due  for  release)  touched  in  every  area 
from  Biblical  to  the  real  life  study  of  gay  lifestyle 
in  Greenwich  Village. 

Wallace  then  turned  his  diverse  ability  to  an 
area  of  gay  living  which  causes  our  gay  leaders  to 
shudder  and  the  straight  community  to  condemn 
all  “offenders”  to  hell  (and  without  a  second  opi¬ 
nion)! 

Unafraid,  Wallace  Hamilton  dove  headlong  in¬ 
to  man/boy  love  relationships.  Up  to  this  point 
few  authors,  excluing  x-rated  pulp,  wrote  about 
this  subject.  Wallace  not  only  brought  this  reveal¬ 
ing  subject  to  the  general  public  through  straight 
publicatoins,  but  did  so  with  moving  and  sen¬ 
sitivity  unknown  before. 

1  was  a  young  technical  writer  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  when  my  eyes  were  opened  through  his 
books.  For  sometime  my  teenage  lover  and  1  had 
felt  we  had  a  singular  relationship.  The  simplistic 
beauty  in  the  words  of  Wallace  Hamilton  showed 
me  we  were  not  so  singular  or  exceptional.  1 
became  his  adoring  “groupie.” 

After  my  arrest  and  confinement  I  decided  it 
was  time  for  me  to  become  a  jailhouse  Hem¬ 
ingway  and  Wallace  and  I  would  be  a  team. 
Something  like  Jack  (Betty  of  the  Beast)  Abbott 
and  Norman  Mailer. 

Most  people  laugh  at  “jailhouse  writers.”  The 
majority  start  as  a  way  to  pass  the  time  and 
become  easily  discouraged. 


Wallace  Hamilton  did  not  laugh.  While  he 
refused  to  be  involved  in  editing  my  work,  he  was 
full  of  praise  and  encouragement  for  my  “raw 
ability.” 

Wallace  picked  my  brain  about  my  knowledge 
of  the  system  and  in  turn  focused  on  and  helped 
me  shape  a  writing  style.  He  encouraged  me  to 
“seek  out”  others  who  could  “be  teachers”  and 
help  influence  my  wordage  and  punctuation.  He 
became  my  goal  for  what  I  wanted  to  become. 

The  months  passed  and  I  began  to  get 
discouraged  because  I  could  see  no  progress.  My 
articles  were  selling,  but  I  seemed  to  stagnate.  An 
enthusiastic  reply  from  Wallace  about  an  article 
I’d  written  in  Colorado’s  gay  paper.  Out  Front 
and  business  manager  Jack  Kelly  had  edited, 
changed  all  that. 

While  asking  me  to  write  several  more  pieces  he 
had  sales  for,  Wallace  told  me  that  only  fault  he 
found  was  I  sounded  hypocritical,  hiding  behind 
a  “candy-coated  straight  cover.”  It  was  time  to 
remember  who  and  what  1  was  and  write  my  gay 
experiences. 

My  writers  procrastination  prevented  my  doing 
this.  Soon  after,  Wallace  Hamilton  would  be 
gone,  an  important  gay  figure  lost. 

We  have  his  writings,  these  will  be  with  us 
forever.  But  the  love  Wallace  had  for  all  gays  is 
gone.  His  talent  and  work  can’t  be  replaced.  And 
we  are  just  a  little  sadder. 

His  brother  told  me  something  that  sums  it  up 
best.  “We  are  greatly  saddened  by  Wallace’s 
death  but  are  greatful  fop  his  contribution  to  our 
lives  and  to  the  many  causes  he  supported.” 

As  one  of  his  “many  causes,”  “greatful”  is 
hardly  adequate. 

Sincerely, 

Tim  Asher 
1600  W.  24th 
GW- 12 

Pueblo,  CO  81003 
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gay  son 

Dear  Friends  at  GCN: 

I’m  writing  this  letter  because  it  will  make  me 
feel  good.  1  hope  the  feelings  spread  to  you. 

My  mother  died  a  week  ago.  She  was  seventy- 
nine.  I’m  happy  to  have  such  beautiful  memories 
of  her.  She  and  1  were  pals  at  the  end.  I  loved  her 
and  she  knew  it.  She  loved  me  and  I  knew  it.  What 
a  beautiful  relationship  that  created. 

How  strange  it  is  to  me  when  mothers  reject 
their  gay  sons.  Most  gay  men  I  know,  my.self  in¬ 
cluded,  love  their  mothers  dearly.  My  mother  and 
1  have  been  pals  for  years.  1,  because  of  my  gay 
lifestyle,  have  had  both  the  desire  and  time  to 
spend  getting  to  know  and  love  her.  She  because 
of  her  understanding  and  acceptance  of  me  allow¬ 
ed  me  the  opportunity  to  grow  to  love  and  accept 
myself. 

Life  will  be  different  without  her.  But,  1  will 
never  be  anyone  different;  I’ll  always  be  her  gay 
son.  She  gave  me  my  life  and  the  ability  to  love.  I 
gave  her  many  years  of  peace  and  contentment  in 
her  old  age. 

Life  seems  so  simple  when  one  can  love  and  be 
loved,  accept  and  be  accepted.  Maybe,  someday, 
more  people  'will  understand  this.  Allowing 
themselves  to  love  and  accept  their  gay  sons  and 
daughters,  brothers  and  sisters.  Until  then  peace. 
1  know  for  me  the  meaning  and  purpose  of  my  life 
is  to  help  bring  this  awareness  about. 

Lovingly, 

James  L.  Zippen 
Lynn,  MA 


moral  majority 

Dear  GCN: 

The  Fall  1983  issue  of  the  CoEvotution 
^Quarterly  is  devoted  to  the  topic  of  politics  and 
religion.  A  survey  of  relevant  magazines  noted 
that  The  Moral  Majority  Report  is  free.  I  sent  off 
for  a  subscription  immediately,  and  I  am  writing 
to  urge  all  GCN  readers  to  do  likewise.  There  are 
several  beneficial  effects  on  our  community.  1) 
We  can  find  out  what  the  opposition  is  up  to.  2) 
The  money  they  waste  sending  us  their  magazine 
is  money  they  don’t  have  to  spend  on  Molotov 
cocktails  for  gay  bars.  3)  For  those  of  us  into  real¬ 
ly  kinky  amusements,  there  is  the  opportunity  to 
write  strange  letters  to  the  editor,  to  play  the 
brick-in-the-business-reply-envelope  game,  etc. 

Note  also  that  this  is  a  weapon  that  pointsonly 
one  way,  because  progressive  organizations  can’t 
afford  to  pay  for  tons  of  free  literature.  They 
can’t  pull  this  sort  of  thing  on  us  in  return.  Their 


I’ve  never  hid  it 

Dear  Prisoner  Project, 

I’m  writing  you  in  response  to  the  ad  you  put  in 
for  me  a  while  back  to  get  some  letters  from  your 
readers  to  the  authorities  here  so  they  will  see  that 
I’m  not  alone  and  get  off  my  back  a  little. 

So  far  I’ve  only  had  one  man  write  with  moral 
support  and  encouragement.  Expected  more.  But 
then  I  guess  that  people  do  not  look  behind  these 
fences,  walls  and  bars  to  really  see  what  we  are  up 
against. 

Or  maybe  they  say,  “Well,  he’ll  find  a  lot  of  peo¬ 
ple  to  back  him.  Besides  he  is  not  looking  for  a 
lover  or  penpal.”  Well,  they  are  wrong  I’m  looking 
for  someone  with  moral  and  mental  support.  If 
they  changed  places  with  me  for  one  week,  I  think 
they  would  change  their  minds,  but  since  nine 
times  out  of  ten  they  have  never  seen  the  inside  of 
a  prison  they  do  not  know  what  it’s  like.  Nor  the 
conflict  that  gays  go  through. 

What  we  need  is  moral  support  for  each  other. 

1  have  been  a  gay  active  man  since  I  was  sixteen.  1 
remember  when  we  started  chanting  once,  “Out 
of  the  closets  and  into  the  streets”  (in  1971),  I  ask¬ 
ed  a  friend,  “What  does  that  mean?”  He  said  it 
meant  to  come  out  and  be  proud  of  your  gayness, 
and  I  said  to  him,  “Hell  man.  I’ve  never  hid  it”, 
and  I  was  only  16  years  old. 

Now  I’m  in  prison  and  am  hassled  all  over 
because  I’m  gay  and  hoping  to  get  some  moral 
support  from  my  family  (gays)  when  I  really  need 
it  but  it  looks  like  everybody’s  too  busy  or  just 
don’t  care. 

Well  I’m  proud  to  be  gay  anyway,  and  I  feel 
better  getting  this  off  my  shoulders. 

P.S.  Keep  up  the  good  work  you  are  doing  for  gay 
prisoners  everywhere.  We  really  appreciate  hav¬ 
ing  someone,  if  only  one  (smile). 

Shalom, 

Roger  Dale  Emanuel 
977  Camp  Road 
Salisbury,  NC  28144 


address  is:  306  Sixth  St.,  Lynchburg  (how  ap¬ 
propriate!),  VA,  24504.  I  am  looking  forward  to 
picking  out  something  really  outrageous  for  the 
GCN  “Quote  of  the  Week.” 

Sincerely, 

Martha  Koester 
Seattle,  WA 

P.S.  My  love  to  all  the  Friday  night  staffers.  I 
miss  you! 

(Ed.  note:  The  July  10,  1982  issue  of  GCN  con¬ 
tains  a  “New  Right  Supplement”  which  lists 
numerous  other  free  new  right  periodicals,  as  well 
as  additional  hints  on  how  to  cost  them  money.) 
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Boston  Hospital  Changes  AIDS  Policy 


BOSTON  —  Beth  Israel  Hospi¬ 
tal  has  abandoned  its  policy  of 
placing  all  patients  identified  as 
being  in  a  high  risk  group  for 
AIDS  on  “blood  and  secre¬ 
tion/excretion’’  precautions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Kathy  Travers,  staff- 
person  at  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD). 
Policies  regarding  patients 
diagnosed  with  AIDS  remained 
unchanged;  they  will  be  placed  on 
precautions  for  the  duration  of 
their  hospital  stay.  AIDS  is 
thought  to  be  transmitted  through 
contact  with  the  bodily  fluids  of 
people  carrying  an  infectious 
agent. 

Members  of  both  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  and  GLAD  had 
expressed  concern  about  the 
categorical  precaution  policy.  In  a 
letter  to  GLAD  cooperating  at¬ 
torney  Stephen  Ansolabehere,  Dr. 
Mitchell  T.  Rabkin,  Beth  Israel’s 


president,  said,  “As  you  point 
out,  Beth  Israel  has  had  a  valid 
reputation  for  generally  fair  and 
supportive  treatment  of  gay  people 
in  the  past. .  .we  have  been  recon¬ 
sidering  the  policy  which  led  to 
those  questions  voiced  by  you  . . . 
and  others.”  Rabkin  noted  that 
the  questions  raised  by  GLAD 
fleeted  concerns  by  people  in  high 
risk  groups,  as  well  as  concerns 
within  the  hospital  itself. 

Beth  Israel  defined  the  AIDS 
high  risk  categories  as  homosex¬ 
uals,  Haitians,  IV  drug  users, 
hemophiliacs,  prostitutes  and  sex¬ 
ual  partners  of  known  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients.  Any  person  admitted  to  the 
hospital  who  fell  into  one  of  the 
high  risk  categories  was  placed  on 
precautions,  whether  or  not  symp¬ 
toms  of  AIDS  were  present. 

Centers  for  Disease  Control 
guidelines,  as  well  as  guidelines 
issued  by  the  Massachusetts  De¬ 


partment  of  Public  Health,  recom¬ 
mend  precautions  only  for  AIDS 
patients  or  patients  exhibiting 
symptoms  of  AIDS. 

Ansolabehere,  writing  on  behalf 
of  GLAD,  questioned  what  medi¬ 
cal  and  psychological  factors  the 
hospital  had  considered  in  formu¬ 
lating  its  restrictive  policy.  He  also 
asked  questions  regarding  im¬ 
plementation  of  the  policy  to  de¬ 
termine  “whether  the  means  em¬ 
ployed  to  effect  the  policy  violate 
constitutionally  quaranteed  rights 
to  privacy,  free  speech  and 
association.” 

Rabkin  said  that  patients  in  high 
risk  groups  will  no  longer  be  plac¬ 
ed  on  precautions,  “unless  there  is 
some  other  independent  and  valid 
reason  for  such  precautions.” 
Rabkin  said  hospital  staffpeople 
have  been  instructed  to  handle  the 
bodily  fluids  of  all  patients  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  hospital  “with  diligent 
and  comparable  care.” 


AIDS  Researcher  Fights  Eviction 

By  Bob  Nelson 


NEW  YORK  —  Attorney 
General  Robert  Abrams  has 
filed  suit  against  the  board  of  a 
Greenwich  Village  Co-op, 
charging  that  tenants  of  the 
building  attempted  to  evict  a 
prominent  doctor  and  research¬ 
er  from  his  office  because  he 
treats  patients  with  AIDS. 

In  affidavits  filed  in  state 
Supreme  Court  in  Manhattan, 
Dr.  Joseph  A.  Sonnabend  re¬ 
lated  that  Dan  Foxx,  chairman 
of  the  49  W.  12th  St.  tenants 
corporation,  threatened  to  evict 
him  in  early  September  because 
“tenants  were  upset  that  I 
treated  patients  with  AIDS” 
and  they  “feared  their  property 
values  would  be  adversely  af¬ 
fected  by  the  nature  of  my  prac¬ 
tice.”  AIDS  patients  seeing 
Sonnabend  must  pass  through  a 
public  lobby  to  his  office,  the 
reason  for  the  tenants’  concern. 

“I  explained  to  Mr.  Foxx  that 


patients  with  AIDS  pose  no 
threat  to  the  physical  well-being 
of  tenants  in  the  building,”  said 
Sonnabend,  “that  the  disease 
was  transmitted  only  through 
intimate  contact  —  certainly  not 
from  an  individual  who  walks 
through  the  lobby  of  an  apart¬ 
ment  building.” 

Abrams  is  supported  in  the 
suit  by  Lambda  Legal  Defense 
and  Education  Fund.  He,  Son¬ 
nabend  and  five  AIDS  patients 
obtained  a  restraining  order  for¬ 
bidding  the  eviction  because  it 
was  contrary  to  the  state’s 
Human  Rights  Law,  which  for¬ 
bids  discrimination  against  dis¬ 
abled  individuals  in  access  to 
public  accommodations.  The 
lawsuit  alleges  that  because  of 
the  fear  and  hysteria  engendered 
by  the  AIDS  epidemic.  Dr.  Son¬ 
nabend  will  have  difficultly 
finding  new  office  space  and 
that  the  Co-op  board  should 


stop  its  attempts  to  evict  him 
and  should  renew  his  lease. 

In  a  press  conference  on  Sep¬ 
tember  30,  Abrams  said,  “There 
is  no  medical  evidence  this  dis¬ 
ease  can  be  communicated 
through  casual  contact.  This  at¬ 
tempt  to  evict  a  distinguished  re¬ 
searcher  and  clinician  is  symp¬ 
tomatic  of  the  hysteria  that  has 
surrounded  the  AIDS  crisis. 
Our  lawsuit  is  a  classic  anti-dis¬ 
crimination  case  and  is  being  fil¬ 
ed  to  combat  this  irrational  pre¬ 
judice.” 

Sonnabend  has  been  in  the 
forefront  of  research  on  AIDS, 
publishing  extensively  on  the 
anti-cancer  drug  interferon, 
viral  infections,  and  on  the  con¬ 
fidentiality  of  AIDS  patients. 
He  is  chairman  of  the  science 
committee  of  the  newly-formed 
AIDS  Medical  Foundation. 
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Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner. 

Congratulations  on  owning  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built.  But  as  you 
know,  even  the  best  needs  care 
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AFL-CIO 

Continued from  page  / 
the  United  Auto  Workers,  IL- 
GWU,  SEIU,  the  American 
Federation  of  Teachers  and  the 
Machinist’s  Union. 

The  AIDS  resolution,  also  in¬ 
troduced  by  Sweeney,  reads  in 
part,  “Government  support  to 
AIDS  victims  and  funding  for  re¬ 
search  and  education  on  AIDS  has 
been  negligible  relative  to  the 
gravity  of  the  disease....  The 
government’s  limited  and  slow  re¬ 
sponse  is  traceable  to  a  history  of 
discrimination  against  the  people 
in  the  high  risk  groups.  The  federal 
government  must  increase  funds 
for  research  to  determine  the  cause 
of  AIDS  and  to  develope  methods 
of  diagnosing,  treating  and  pre¬ 
venting  the  disease.’’ 

In  discussing  the  ease  with 
which  the  gay  rights  resolution 
passed,  Corman  told  GCN, 
“[Olwell,  Endean  and  others]  lob¬ 
bied  the  Executive  Council,  the 
panel  that  reviews  resolutions  and 
makes  recommendations  to  feder¬ 
al  delegates,  in  order  to  make  sure 
that. they  had  the  leadership  be¬ 
hind  the  resolution  before  they  in¬ 
troduced  it,  because  that’s  what  is 

King.  Flynn 

Continued  jro'in  page  I 
however,  on  two  issues  which  have 
perhaps  earned  him  the  most  at¬ 
tention:  he  remains  steadfastly  op¬ 
posed  to  court-ordered  busing  and 
to  abortion.  In  the  legislature, 
Flynn  co-sponsored  the  Doyle- 
Flynn  bill,  which  prohibited 
women  from  receiving  state 
benefits  to  cover  abortions. 

As  a  state  legislator,  Mel  King 
voted  against  the  Doyle-Flynn  bill, 
consistently  for  gay  rights  bills, 

Times 

Continued  frontpages 
elude  sexual  preference  among 
their  nondiscrimination  guaran¬ 
tees.  Yet  some  progress  may  have 
been  made;  “Rosenthal  was  less 
firm  in  his  convictions  by  the  end 
of  the  meeting,’’  said  Failla. 

Did  the  Times  meeting  produce 
any  results?  David  Rothenberg 
thought  so,  and  cited  an  article  on 
the  meeting  of  the  Federation  of 
Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians 
and  Gays  held  on  October  9,  which 

Apartheid 

Continued  from  page  3 
business  with  South  Africa,  with 
very  limited  exceptions.  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  which  has  passed  a  state 
divestment  bill,  is  now  withdraw¬ 
ing  public  funds  from  all  investors 


going  to  determine  if  the  resolu¬ 
tion  is  successful  or  not.’’ 

Vic  Basile,  a  union  activist  in 
AFSCME  and  current  executive 
director  of  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund  (HRCF)  said,  “It 
had  the  support  of  the  AFL  leader¬ 
ship  and  that  is  a  tremendous 
boost.  Once  it  had  that  kind  of 
support,  chances  of  passage  were 
pretty  good.  But  1  am  a  little  sur¬ 
prised  that  there  wasn’t  some  op¬ 
position  from  some  of  the  less  en¬ 
lightened  labor  groups.’’ 

However,  Olwell  staunchly  de¬ 
fends  the  level  of  union  sensitivity. 
“People  think  that  the  AFL  is  a 
very  redneck  group  but  you  can 
trace  it  back,  it’s  as  progressive  a 
group  as  you  can  find  in  American 
history.” 

Howard  Wallace,  labor  activist 
and  longtime  member  of  the  AFL- 
CIO  and  an  openly  gay  man  from 
San  Francisco,  told  GCN  that  he 
also  sees  the  AFL-CIO  as  a  pro¬ 
gressive  group  which  has  tradition¬ 
ally  stood  for  unpopular  causes 
when  the  issue  was  one  of  justice. 
Wallace  also  said  that  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  was  not  merely  an 


and  appeared  at  gay  pride  marches 
and  a  1980  march  in  the  Fenway  to 
protest  the  murder  of  a  gay  man  in 
the  Fens.  King  says  he  has  sup¬ 
ported  lesbian  and  gay  issues  since 
the  1960s  and  emphasizes  that  al¬ 
though  he  is  not  gay,  he  regards  his 
oppression  as  a  black  man  to  be 
connected  with  the  oppression  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  “lam  per¬ 
sonally  identified  in  this  struggle,” 
he  told  GCN  in  an  interview  last 


appeared  in  the  paper  the  next  day. 
“I  ran  into  Judy  Klemesrud,  the 
reporter  working  on  the  story  at 
the  conference,”  said  Rothenberg. 
“She  said  word  had  come  down 
from  on  high  to  run  a  piece  on  the 
group  and  [the  Federation]  was 
one  of  the  groups  we  had  sug¬ 
gested  for  feature  treatment.” 

The  piece  appeared  on  the  Style 
page  and  ran  five  columns, 
quoting  positively  several  parents 


in  South  Africa.  Feyijinmi  urged 
the  audience  to  attend  an  October 
1 1  demonstration  in  New  York, 
supporting  state  divestment,  the 
freeing  of  South  African  political 


idea  from  the  leadership,  but  is  the 
result  of  coalition  building  within 
the  unions  by  lesbians  and  gays 
and  other  progressive  groups. 

Tom  Stabnicki,  president  of 
AFSCME  Local  2081  in  Chicago, 
agreed  with  Wallace.  “Over  the 
past  several  years,  there’s  been 
growing  support  for  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  workers  and  workers’  issues 
coming  from  several  quarters  of 
the  AFL.  My  own  union,  AFSCME, 
and  the  leadership  of  the  interna¬ 
tional  union  have  taken  the  lead  in 
bringing  these  issues  to  the  fore  in 
the  AFL.  Bill  Lucey  [secretary- 
treasurer  of  AFSCME,  the  second 
highest  office  in  the  union]  was 
responsible  for  the  gay  rights 
document  in  the  AFL-CIO  In¬ 
dustrial  Union  section,  which  pro¬ 
bably  was  a  precursor  of  this  ac¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the 
convention.” 

Wallace  told  GCN,  “The  more 
conscious  segments  of  the  leader¬ 
ship  have  seen  that  it  is  important 
to  develop  allies.  But  it  was  easier 
for  them  to  reach  out  to  blacks  and 
women  than  it  was  to  reach  out  to 
gays.  But  they  have  been  sensitized 


spring. 

It  is  in  their  descriptions  of  the 
nature  of  that  struggle  that  per¬ 
haps  the  clearest  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  two  candidates  emerges. 
King,  not  surprisingly,  has  been 
the  candidate  who  most  directly 
and  most  often  calls  attention  to 
Boston’s  earned  reputation  as  one 
of  the  more  racist  cities  in  the 
country.  Flynn  perfers  to  speak  of 
“economic  discrimination’’ 


of  gays  and  touching  on  a  range  of 
issues,  including  discrimination 
against  AIDS  patients,  gays  and 
religion  and  coming  out.  Adele 
Starr,  president  of  Parents  FLAG, 
as  the  group  calls  itself,  was 
quoted  as  saying  that  “one  out  of 
four  American  families  has  a  gay 
member.”  And  a  Houston  com¬ 
puter  consultant  told  Klemesrud 
that  two  of  his  five  biological  sons 
were  gay  as  were  all  five  of  his 


prisoners,  and  U.S.  and  South 
African  withdrawal  from  Namibia 
and  Angola. 

During  a  question  and  answer 
session  between  reels  of 
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.the  l)est  \  allies  in  sight 


to  the  fact  that  they  can  do  that 
without  having  the  roof  fall  in  on 
them.” 

There  is  a  growing  sense  that  the 
unions  are  taking  more  aggressive 
and  visible  actions  on  a  range  of 
concerns  than  they  have  over  the 
past  several  years.  The  AFL-CIO’s 
endorsement  of  Mondale  before 
the  primaries  have  begun  is  seen  as 
one  such  example. 

Regarding  the  beneficial  effects 
that  might  result  from  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  several  union  activists  who 
spoke  with  GCN  said  that  the  ac¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  convention 
could  potentially  have  important 
concrete  benefits  to  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  According  to  them,  the 
advantage  will  accrue  not  only  to 
lesbians  and  gay  men  who  are 
working  on  legislation,  but  may 
also  help  lesbian/gay  rank  and  file 
members. 

When  GCN  asked  Olwell  what 
the  impact  on  individual  workers 
will  be,  he  said,  “It  will  help  gays 
who  are  in  unions  who  might  be 
reluctant  to  talk  to  their  unions, 
get  them  to  go  forward  when  they 
have  problems  and  seek  help.” 


against  the  poor  as  the  major 
problem  confronting  the  city. 

In  the  first,  unofficial  tabula¬ 
tion  made  available  by  the  city 
Election  Commission,  Flynn  had 
garnered  just  one  more  vote  than 
King,  47,432  to  47,431.  The  of¬ 
ficial  results  available  -somewhat 
later  increased  Flynn’s  margin  to 
360  votes  and  a  recount  is  on  the 
way,  but  the  fact  remains  that  the 
two  placed  too  closely  for  anyone 


The  degree  to  which  the  resolu¬ 
tion  can  be  used  successfully  may 
well  be  determined  by  how  widely 
its  passage  is  known.  GCN  con¬ 
tacted  several  union  activists  who 
were  unaware  of  the  resolution’s 
passage. 

Stabnicki  said,  “The  challenge 
for  gay/lesbian  trade  unionists 
now  is  to  cause  the  actualization  of 
these  intentions  on  the  part  of  the 
international  union.  International 
conventions  of  the  AFL  and  others 
find  it  easy  to  pass  even  difficult 
resolutions  and  then  they’re  for¬ 
gotten.  Local  unions  now  have  to 
try  to  turn  the.se  into  effective  ac¬ 
tion.” 

To  that  end,  Howard  Wallace 
said,  “We  have  a  network  of  trade 
unionists  built  up  in  the  Bay  Area 
called  the  Lesbian/Gay  Labor 
Alliance.  We  hope  that  this  action 
of  the  AFL-CIO  will  set  an  exam¬ 
ple  so  people  will  be  encouraged  to 
set  up  similar  networks  around  the 
country.  It  is  especially  important 
that  lesbian/gay  unionists  get  in 
touch  with  us  who  are  building  a 
network  and  build  a  network  in 
their  own  area.” 


to  make  predictions.  Whoever  is  to 
win  though,  will  have  to  woo  sup¬ 
porters  from  third-place  finisher 
David  Finnegan,  whose  campaign 
as  the  most  conservative  of  the  ma¬ 
jor  candidates  earned  him  41,308 
votes,  and  liberals  Larry  DiCara 
and  Dennis  Kearney,  both  of 
whom  earned  small  though  signifi¬ 
cant  numbers  of  votes  (DiCara 
came  in  fourth,  with  14,910  votes: 
Kearney  was  fifth,  with  10,764). 


adopted  sons.  Unfortunately,  due 
to  constant  references  to  “homo¬ 
sexual”  the  piece  had  an  unwieldy 
and  uneven  tone. 

By  dessert,  no  agreement  had 
been  reached  on  the  use  of  the 
word  “gay.”  Apuzzo  noted  that 
the  Times’  failure  to  adopt  the 
term  could  only  mean  that  the  pap¬ 
er  did  not  accept  the  existence  of  a 
gay  community  bound  together  by 
anything  other  than  sex. 


Though  there  was  no  agreement 
on  the  use  of  “gay,”  Failla  thinks 
the  Times  will  come  around  on 
that  issue  relatively  soon.  He 
hopes  to  schedule  the  next  meeting 
with  Times  city  editor  Peter 
Millones  and  national  editor 
David  Jones  to  discuss  further 
story  ideas.  And  Rothenberg 
hopes  the  Times  will  cover  a 
broader  scope  of  issues  relating  to 
gays. 


“Southern  Africa  Belongs  to  Us,” 
a  documentary  about  apartheid, 
Sokudeia  said  that  U.S.  news  re¬ 
ports  gave  a  misleading  impression 
of  the  scope  of  armed  struggle  in 


South  Africa.  She  described  one 
incident  not  reported  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  in  which  a  power  plant  was 
blown  up  in  retaliation  for  utility 
rate  hikes  that  made  electricity  too 
expensive  for  a  black  community. 
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Women  Music  From  Three  Countries 

Diversity  of  Style 
Marks  New  Recordings 


By  Maida  Tilchen 

Six  recent  albums  by  women 
musicians  from  three  countries 
display  a  multitude  of  styles  and 
directions,  from  soft-rock  love 
songs  to  graphic  indictments  of 
society  to  spine-tingling  eroticism. 
All  left  me  impressed  with  the 
high  quality  of  their  music  and 
production. 

Heather  Bishop  is  a  Canadian 
singer/songwriter  who  is  not  yet 
widely  known  in  the  US,  but  her 
third  album,  /  love  women... 
who  laugh  may  change  that  quick¬ 
ly.  Hers  is  a  sultry,  hot  style, 
much  more  erotic  than  most 
women’s  music  has  been  and  I 
think  her  records  will  find  a  very 
delighted  audience  in  the  States. 
On  an  earlier  album.  Celebration, 
Heather  does  some  covers  that  are 
well  worth  owning,  standards 
such  as  “Am  1  Blue,’’  “Cry  Me  a 
River”  and  her  knockout  versions 
of  the  oldies  “Fever”  and  “Don’t 
Let  Me  Be  Misunderstood.” 
They’re  an  absolute  must  for  all 
future  lesbian  dance  parties  and  I 
think  gay  men  will  also  like  the 
album. 

The  /  love  women. . .  album  is 
mostly  originals,  including  her 
steamy  song  “Please  Me”: 

How  dare,  how  dare  you 
touch  there 

just  the  kind  of  magic 
makes  a  prisoner  of  me 
leaves  a  thirst  for  more 
/  need  more  — 
if  you  ’re  gonna  tease  me 
you  better  please  me 
or  please  —  take  me  home. 

I  must  confess  that  when  I 
heard  this  album,  I  listened  to  it  so 
much  it  took  me  a  few  weeks  to 
get  back  to  the  other  records  I  had 
to  review.  Several  other  songs  by 
Heather  tell  of  the  sexuality,  risk 
and  pain  of  love.  Much  like  her 
sister  Canadian,  Perron,  she  takes 
women’s  music  to  more 
sophisticated  levels  than  simple 
romance  and  love.  Bishop’s  is  the 
only  recent  album  1  know  of  that 
reflects  the  challenge  and  ques¬ 
tioning  of  lesbian  sexuality  that 
has  been  hotly  discussed  by  many 
lesbians  in  the  past  two  years.  Her 
songs  acknowledge  eroticism 
itself  —  a  theme  that  has  been 
delicately  skirted  in  most  women’s 
music  records.  She  also  sings 
about  environmental  concerns, 
nuclear  war  and  sexual  harass¬ 
ment.  Her  album  I  love 
women. . .  is  outstanding,  with 
the  caveat  that  there  is  no  indica¬ 
tion  whether  she  is  a  lesbian 
(although  rumor  has  it  that  she  is). 
The  jacket  of  I  love  women... 
gives  no  information  about  the 
gender  of  musicians  and  techni¬ 
cians  who  worked  with  her.  The 
Celebration  album  has  a  mixed 
band  and  male  techs.  I’d  like  to 
know  more  about  Heather  Bishop 
and  certainly  to  hear  more  of  her 
music! 

A  somewhat  unusual  record 
which  may  be  of  interest  to 
women’s  music  fans  is  Unknown 
Gender  by  the  group  of  the  same 
name.  Nancy  Vogl  toured  with  the 
group  in  Europe  a  few  summers 
ago,  although  she  doesn’t  play  on 
this  album.  It  has  only  two  songs, 
each  in  a  radio  and  a  dance  ver¬ 
sion.  From  “boys/girls”  come  the 
following  lyrics; 

what’s  the  matter  with  the 
girls? 


they ’ve  stopped  chasing 
those  boys 

they’re  hanging  out  by 
themselves 

they’re  having  fun  with 
themselves 

they  never  get  enough. 

The  words  are  by  Lynne  Mess- 
inger,  who  also  sings.  The  music 
sounds  like  it  would  be  fun  to 
dance  to,  with  a  jerking,  syn¬ 
copated  new-wave  style  and 
repetitive  lyrics. 

Out  of  Bounds  is  the  first  album 
by  the  British  duo  OVA.  Members 
Jana  Runnalls  and  Rosemary 
Schonfeld  toured  the  US  in  1980, 
including  an  appearance  at  the 
Michigan  Womyn’s  Music 
Festival.  They  also  have  a  cassette 
out,  released  in  1979. 

1  found  the  new  album  quite 
different  from  recent  American 
women’s  music  albums.  There  is  a 
much  broader  range  of  emotions 
expressed,  particularly  angry  and 
violent  ones.  One  side  of  the 
record  has  a  mostly  political 
focus,  the  other  side  is  love  songs. 
Both  members  of  the  group  write 
songs.  Their  lyrics  are  strong  and 
unusual  and  their  imagery  unique, 
almost  as  if  they  were  drawing 
their  words  from  a  different 
source  than  other  women’s  music 
songwriters.  Here,  for  example,  is 
a  verse  by  Rosemary  Schonfeld: 

Then  you  ’re  in  the  thickest 
nebulous  again. 

In  the  driest  wet  again. 

Bored  by  the  fabulous 
again. 

Thinking,  "When  will  I 
ever  learn?  Oh,  when? 

The  album  has  a  somewhat  two- 
edged  sense  because  it  has  both 
soft  marshmallowy  women’s 
music  images  such  as  Jana  Run- 
nails’ 

Rainbowoman 
you  carress  me 
with  your  healing  and  your 
magic. 

and  also  some  of  the  strongest 
language  ever  recorded  in 
women’s  music,  as  in  these  lyrics, 
also  by  Jana  Runnalls: 

The  god,  son  of  the  Howling 
Ghost,  • 

The  triple-headed  liar 


Heather  Bishop,  I  love 
women. . .  who  laugh.  1982, 
Mother  of  Pearl  Records,  Inc., 
Woodmore,  Manitoba  ROA 
2MO,  Canada,  $8.95  from 
Ladyslipper. 

Heather  Bishop,  Celebration. 
Mother  of  Pearl  Records,  Inc., 
(see  address  above),  $8.95  from 
Ladyslipper. 

Unknown  Gender,  boys/girls 
and  Arrogrant .  Ob.lique 
Records,  1982,  c/o  Kenton  Pro¬ 
ductions,  Inc.,  10  E.  39th  Street, 
New  York,  NY  10016.  No  price 
given  (not  available  from  Lady¬ 
slipper).  Musicians:  Lynne 
Messinger,  Cindy  Rickmond, 
Vivian  Stoll. 

OVA,  Out  of  Bounds.  Strop¬ 
py  Cow  Records,  40  Crofton 
Road,  London  NW5  England. 
$8.95  from  Ladyslipper. 

Gayle  Marie,  Night  Rainbow. 
Galaxia  Records,  PO  Box  1268, 
Framingham,  MA.  $7.95  from 
Ladyslipper  (also  available  on 
cassette).  Produced  by  Mary 
Watkins,  musicians  include 
June  Millington,  Laurie  Lewis, 
Linda  Tillery,  Carolyn  Brandy, 
Gwen  Avery,  Mojo. 

Debbie  Fier,  In  Your  Hands. 
$7.95  from  Ladyslipper  (also 
available  on  cassette.  Produced 
by  Suzanne  Shanbaum.  Musi¬ 
cians  include  Diane  Lindsay, 
Ellen  Seeling,  Nuru  Dafina  Pili 
Abena,  engineered  by  Karen 
Kane. 

The  mailing  address  for 
Ladyslipper,  a  mail  order 
women’s  music  record  distri¬ 
butor,  is  Ladyslipper,  Inc.,  PO 
Box  3124,  Durham,  NC  27705. 
If  you  can ’t  get  to  a  store  or 
distributor  in  your  area,  you  can 
mail  order  from  Ladyslipper. 
And  be  sure  to  ask  for  their 
highly  informative  and  enter¬ 
taining  catalog,  listing  more 
women’s  music  albums  than 
you  imagined  existed. 


Conquering,  raping, 
possessing  our  spirits 
Which  we  now  see  as  the 
colonised  exploitation  of 
the  Great  Mother 
Whose  roots  are  infested 
with  your  man-made 
nuclear  excrement. . . 

Also  included  is  the  powerful 
chant  Today  not  tomorrow  today, 
Continued  on  page  13 
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The  Boston 

Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance 


By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

“We  are  not  a  Democratic  club;  we  are  not  on¬ 
ly  a  club  that  does  endorsements.  We  are  a 
group  of  people  with  a  broader  politics  than  peo¬ 
ple  are  used  to  thinking  about  and  we  are  organ¬ 
izing  the  Alliance  in  a  way  that  no  other  city  that 
we  know  of  has  organized.” 

These  words  by  Eric  Rofes,  chairperson  of  the 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
(BLGPA)  express  his  vPsion  of  the  meaning  and 
scope  of  this  newly  formed  organization. 

Gay  and  lesbian  political  organizations  of 
various  sorts  have  been  springing  up  all  over  the 
country,  showing  many  of  the  political  insiders 
exactly  what  kind  of  clout  they  can  wield,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  such  cities  as  San  Francisco,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  and  Houston.  Now  Boston,  too,  has 
a  group  designed  for  those  who  are  interested  in 
participating  in  the  political  process. 

BLGPA’s  origins  date  back  to  May,  1982  when 
individuals  interested  in  working  in  electoral  pol¬ 
itics  came  together  over  dinner  to  talk  about 
tormina  an  organization.  These  founding  mem¬ 
bers  included  gay  men  and  lesbians  who  came 
from  a  variety  of  political  and  community  back¬ 
grounds  and  experiences.  Over  the  next  five 
months  there  were  discussions  concerning  the 
scope  of  the  proposed  organization  and  by-laws 
were  drawn  up.  The  group  was  officially  launch¬ 
ed  on  September  20,  1982  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  in  Park  Square  with  its  first  open 
community  meeting,  which  more  than  40  people 
attended.  Then  in  January,  1983  the  first  regular¬ 
ly  scheduled  annual  meeting  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  group  officers  and  steering 
committee  members.  In  addition  to  the  annual 
meeting,  there  are  four  scheduled  quarterly 
meetings  held  in  March,  June,  September  and 
December,  and  special  meetings  are  arranged 


as  needed. 

Elected  at  the  arvnual  meeting  were  four  of¬ 
ficers,  including  Eric  Rofes.  chairperson;  Ann 
McGuire,  vice  chairperson;  Tim  McFeeley, 
treasurer;  and  Kris  Jackson,  secretary.  Also 
elected  were  the  ten  steering  committee 
members  and,  in  keeping  with  the  by-laws,  four 
members  of  the  steering  committee  were  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  chairperson. 

The  purpose  of  this  nonpartisan  group  is  best 
expressed  in  the  small  BLGPA  brochure  em¬ 
phasizing  that  the  group  is  working  toward  a 
broad  array  of  political  goals:  “Electing  a  mayor, 
city  council  and  school  committee  who  support 


Local  Niches 


the  rights  of  gay  men  and  lesbians;  creating  a 
strong  communications  network  which  is  able 
to  disseminate  political  information  of  interest 
to  our  community;  Registering  thousands  of 
new  lesbian  and  gay  votes  throughout  Boston; 
Drafting  a  city  ordinance  protecting  lesbians 
and  gay  men  from  discrimination;  and  Deveiop- 
ing  appropriate  vehicles  to  address  violence 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men.” 

To  further  these  goals,  the  group  sponsors  a 
wide  range  of  activities.  Under  the  category  of 
“community  education,”  Alliance  members 
(along  with  others)  organized  an  AIDS  forum  at 
Faneuil  Hall  in  June  followed  by  a  candlelight 
procession  to  the  State  House  and  recently  held 
an  AIDS  forum  for  women  at  the  Arlington  Street 
Church.  Also,  once  a  month  “networking 
breakfasts”  are  held  where  the  invited  represen¬ 


tatives  of  over  50  gay  and  lesbian  community 
groups  can  come  together  in  a  relaxed  at¬ 
mosphere  to  share  information  and  keep  one 
another  up-to-date  on  the  status  of  their  respec¬ 
tive  groups. 

Each  November  a  community  recognition  din¬ 
ner  is  held  where  individuals  and  organizations 
that  have  in  some  way  made  special  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  community  can  be  publicly  thanked. 
Those  recognized  last  year  were  John  Ward  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD);  Susan  Rosen,  former  director  of  the 
Homophile  Community  Health  Center  (now  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services);  the  Boston 
Gay  Men’s  Chorus;  Boston  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW);  and  Buddies,  the  bar,  for 
its  history  of  involvement  in  the  political  work  of 
the  community. 

Rofes  emphasizes  that  much  of  the  work  of 
the  Alliance  is  based  on  involvement  by  indi¬ 
viduals  from  all  of  the  neighborhoods  of  Boston. 
For  that  reason,  BLGPA  sponsors  houseparties 
throughout  the  city.  These  parties  are  given  by 
individuals  in  their  homes  to  pull  together 
friends  and  neighbors  who  might  be  interested 
in  learning  about  the  work  of  the  Alliance.  Such 
parties  have  been  given  in  places  like  Allston, 
Dorchester,  Mission  Hill.  West  Roxbury,  Hyde 
Park  and  Roslindale;  “places,”  says  Rofes, 
“where  we  don’t  traditionally  think  of  gay  people 
as  living.” 

The  Alliance  is  very  much  involved  in  the  can¬ 
didate  selection  process.  On  occasion  they 
Continued  on  back  page  of  Calendar  section. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

BOOKSTORES 


GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)542-0144 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D. 
STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
175  Portland  St. 
Boston,  MA,  02114 
(617)227-0513 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)661-0248 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
80  Boylston  St.#855, 

Boston,  MA  02116 

• 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-7573 

JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
ASSOCIATED 
COUNSELORS 
Salem  &  Copley  Square 
(617)  745-7029 


GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 
Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 


FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE 
MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 


ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 
Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 
25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

DENTISTRY 

DR.RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROlPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA, 

D.M.D. 

739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 
DPM 

(617)  396-7527 


acupuncture 

SEAN  VARNUM 
33  Newman  Rd 
Malden,  MA  02148 
(617)  321-8818 


LANDSCAPE  DESIGN 

THE  BEST  LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN  CO. 

53  Hawthorne  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-6377 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS, 
INC. 

36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 
47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO. 
LTD 

Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 


WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 


INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS 

BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC., 
P.O.  Box  190, 

373  Commercial  St., 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

THE  MARQUEE 
512  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
492-9545 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston  423-7730 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 
46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston,  MA 
(617)451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  gym 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq., 

Cambridae,  MA 
497-9776 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your 
business  or  service  listed  (for 
only  $100.00  per  year)  call 
426-4469. 
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The  GCN  weekly 
calendar  includes 
events  in  the  Boston 
area  of  interest  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  try  not  to 
leave  anything  out  but 
remember,  we  depend 
on  you  to  keep  us  in¬ 
formed.  Let  us  know 
as  early  as  possible 
what  your  group  is 
planning. 

The  deadline  is  Fri¬ 
day  noon  for  the 
following  issue.  Just 
send  the  information 
to  GCN  Calendar,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Fifth 
Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 
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Calendar  compiled  by  Jeremy  Grainger 


Poet  Marge  Piercy  will  read  in  celebration  of  abortion  rights  at  the  Old  South  Cl 
October  20  (see  Calendar). 


Notes 

Compiled  by  Michael  Bronski 
and  Jeremy  Grainger. 

Homomovies 

The  Somerville  Theater  will  be  screening 
John  Sayles’  Lianna  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
Oct.  14  and  15.  Thought  by  some  to  be  the  best 
movie  about  lesbians  ever  made  by  a  straight 
man,  it  is  nevertheless  one  of  the  only  films 
that  deals  honestly  and  sympathetically  vVith 
gay  women.  Contrast  this  with  the  chic- 
vampire-lesbian  antics  of  The  Hunger  at  the 
same  theater  on  the  19th  and  20th. 

The  Coolidge  Corner  will  be  showing  Ernst 
Lubitsch’s  version  of  Noel  Coward’s  Design  for 
Living  on  the  21st  and  22nd.  {Living  will  also 
show  at  Harvard’s  Carpenter  Center  Oct  18  at 
5:00  as  part  of  a  film  series.)  Those  interested  in 
the  permutations  from  stage  to  screen  will 
want  to  compare  the  film  to  the  currently  run¬ 
ning  stage  version  at  The  Huntington  Theater.) 
October  12  through  20,  the  Coolidge  will  be 
showing  the  legendary  G.W.  Pabst  film  of  Pan¬ 
dora’s  Box.  Though  misogynist  in  its  portrayal 
of  woman  as  destroyer,  it  has  a  remarkably  ex¬ 
plicit  (for  1928)  lesbian  sub-plot. 

Lillian  Heilman’s  The  Children’s  Hour  was 
first  filmed  in  1936  by  William  Wyler.  Interest¬ 
ing  and  well  done,  but  mostly  interesting  be¬ 
cause  the  studio  made  Wyler  change  the  basic 
plot  from  lesbian  affair  to  heterosexual 
adultery.  Six  of  one,  I  suppose,  isn’t  really  half  a 
dozen  of  the  other.  These  Three  will  screen  at 
Carpenter  Center  on  Cctober  25  at  5:00  p.m. 
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Continued  from  front  page  of  Calendar  section. 

sponsor  candidates’  nights,  where  group 
members  can  meet  with  and  question  those  who 
are  running  for  state  and  local  offices.  Can¬ 
didates  are  also  sent  a  questionnaire  to  supply 
the  membership  with  additional  information 
from  which  to  make  its  endorsements. 

To  be  eligibie  to  vote  at  the  endorsement 
meetings,  a  person  must  have  been  an  Alliance 
member  for  at  least  six  months,  must  be  a 
registered  voter  in  the  city  of  Boston  and  must 
have  paid  the  group  dues  of  $10  (less  if  they  can¬ 
not  afford  it). 

The  last  endorsement  meeting  was  held  in 
June  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts.  To  re¬ 
ceive  an  endorsement,  a  candidate  must  receive 
at  least  a  two-thirds  majority  vote  of  those  eligi¬ 
ble  voting  members  present,  must  have  attend¬ 
ed  candidates’  night  and  must  have  returned  a 
completed  questionnaire. 

To  back  up  these  votes  with  money,  benefits 
are  often  held  for  individual  candidates.  The 
Alliance  also  sponsors  fund-raising  activities  to 
pay  its  own  expenses.  These  have  included 


Richard  Council  as  Otto  and  Kenneth 
Meseroll  as  Leo  in  Design  for  Living. 


Design  For  Living  by  Noel  Coward.  Directed 
by  Ken  Ruta.  With  Katherine  Ferrand, 
Richard  Council,  Kenneth  Mereroll.  At  The 
Huntington  Theater  Company  through 
October  23. 

The  Huntington  Theater  Company  has 
resuscitated  Noel  Coward’s  1933  risque 
comedy  of  manners  Design  For  Living,  bring¬ 
ing  it  from  the  coma  of  theater  history  to  the 
brink  of  conscious  life.  Unfortunately, 
though  the  body  of  the  text  lives,  there 
seems  to  have  been  some  brain  damage. 
Coward’s  tale  of  three  arty  characters  —  Ot¬ 
to,  Leo  and  Gilda  —  who  all  love  one  another 
very  much  was  considered  smart  in  its  time. 
In  fact  it  was  too  smart.  Its  overt  pre-marital 
relationships,  its  cavalier  treatment  of  con¬ 
ventional  morals,  its  mocking  rudeness  and, 
of  course,  its  unavoidable  implication  of  non¬ 
chalant  bi-  and  homosexuality  caused  it  to 
be  banned  in  London  for  seven  years. 

The  play  contains  the  best  and  worst  of 


5  Coward.  Its  nose-thumbing  insistence  on  on 
^ .  unconventionality  and  insistence  on  devi¬ 
ating  from  accepted  morality  is  shocking  for 
its  time  and  still  appreciated  now.  It’s  easy 
to  see  why  Coward  has  an  important  place  in 
the  development  of  20th  century  gay  sen¬ 
sibility.  But  the  play  itself  is  overly  long,  the 
truly  witty  lines  are  buried  in  piles  of  repeti¬ 
tion  and  clunky  plot  set-ups.  It  could  easily 
have  30  minutes  pruned  from  its  script. 

The  other  problem  is  that  the  sexual  aban¬ 
don  that  underlies  the  play  clearly  comes 
from  Coward’s  homosexual  background  and 
sensibility.  It  may  have  been  shocking  in 
1933,  but  50  years  later  it’s  rather  old  hat. 
Time  and  social  mores  have  caught  up  with 
and  passed  the  play’s  situation.  Sexual 
abandon  is  taken  for  granted  as  both  hetero¬ 
sexual  and  homosexual  desire.  The  least  this 
production  could  have  done  is  to  make  the 
homosexuality  more  explicit  rather  than  im¬ 
plied.  The  other  problem  is  that  Coward 
seems  more  interested  in  Leo  and  Otto  than 
in  Gilda.  Of  course  he  could  never  have  got¬ 
ten  a  purely  homosexual  play  produced  in 
’33,  so  he  had  to  make  the  pretense  of  “nor¬ 
mality.”  But  Coward’s  basic  interests  belie 
him,  and  the  play  is  thrown  off  kilter.  Al¬ 
though  she  is  the  main  character,  Gilda 
seems  more  like  a  plot  device  to  make  the 
play  presentable. 

The  production  by  the  Huntington  Theater 
Company  is  adequate.  The  three  leads  are 
quick  with  the  quips  but  slug  through  the 
more  dreary  parts  of  the  script.  The  whole 
play  has  a  tone  of  being  sassy,  but  plays  like 
a  period  piece.  While  interesting  as  a 
historical  artifact  it  is  difficult  to  justify  a  two 
and  a  half  hour  production.  Style  is  exactly 
what  Design  For  Living  depends  upon;  unfor¬ 
tunately  it  has  gone  out  of  it. 


Dark  Person  of  the  Sonnets 

The  Boston  Theater  Group  will  re-open  the 
performance  piece  Crooked  Eclipses:  A 
Theatrical  Meditations  on  Shapespeare’s  Son¬ 
nets,  a  collage  of  monologues,  dialogues, 
choral  pieces,  dance  and  movement. 
Shakespeare’s  Sonnets  long  fought  over  as  to 
their  homoerotic  content,  will  be  explored  as 
expressions  of  human  love.  The  performances 
will  take  place  at  Tufts  University  on  Oct.  14, 15, 
20  and  21;  at  Brandeis  University  on  Nov.  5  and 
6;  and  at  the  Overland  Theater  on  Nov.  10,  11, 
12, 17, 18  and  19.  Tickets  are  $5.00  and  $3.50  for 
students.  Call  (617)  395-4443  for  reservations 
and  exact  times. 

It’s  a  Crime 

Beth  Henley’s  Pulitzer  Price  winning  play 
Crimes  of  the  Heart  will  open  at  the  Shubert 
Theater  October  6. 

Crimes,  which  has  won  a  host  of  other 
awards,  is  the  story  of  three  sisters  in  a  small 
southern  town  on  the  day  after  one  of  them  has 
shot  her  husband.  It’s  sort  of  like  Checkov  plop¬ 
ped  into  Flannery  O’Conner  territory  and  then  re¬ 
written  by  Lanford  Wilson.  Plays  by  and  about 
women  are  a  rare  commodity  these  days  and 
this  might  be  worth  looking  into. 

Gay  Pipers 

Boston  gay  poet  Byron  Frohman  will  be 
reading  his  poetry  at  the  Peter  Piper  Pick  of 
Poets  reading  series  at  7:30  on  October  17. 
Peter  Piper  Restaurant  is  located  at  91  Mass. 
Ave.,  across  from  the  Auditorium  stop. 


New  Stories  at  New  Words 

GCN  writer  Andrea  Lowenstein  (author  of  in¬ 
cisive  criticism  and  erotic  soap  operas)  will  be 
reading  some  of  her  new  short  stories  at  New 
Words  Book  Store  on  Thursday,  October  20  at 
7:30  p.m. 


Smaller  Heartaches  Larger  Horizons 

Triange  Theater,  Boston’s  gay  theater  com¬ 
pany,  will  present  the  award  winning  comedy 
Smaller  Heartaches  at  the  Spectator  Arts 
Theater,  811  Boylston  St.,  October  20  through 
November  5.  Smaller  Heartaches,  by  Frank 
Pike,  views  the  changing  relationships  between 
four  women  and  men  after  they  graduate  from 
college.  Straight,  gay  and  undecided,  the  four 
find  life’s  choices  a  little  more  complicated 
than  they  had  once  imagined.  Smaller  Heart¬ 
aches  is  about  coming  out,  staying  in,  talking 
to  family,  eating  junk  food  and  just  plain  trying 
to  get  through.  The  play  will  be  performed 
Thursday  through  Saturday  and  reservations 
and  information  may  be  obtained  by  calling 
(617)  482-0897. 

Small  theater  companies  in  Boston  come 
and  go  quicker  than  tricks  on  a  cold,  wet  night 
in  the  fens.  It  is  only  through  integrity,  courage 
and  perseverance  that  Triangle  Theater  has 
managed  to  stay  out,  open  and  alive  for  four 
years.  Smaller  Horizons  inaugurates  the  com¬ 
pany’s  fifth  season.  It  is  both  heartening  that 
Boston’s  gay  community  has  supported  them 
and  that  Triangle  has  had  the  energy  to  con¬ 
tinue  and  thrive.  To  the  next  five  years. 


direct  mailings  for  contributions  and  an  auction 
held  at  the  Hotel  Lenox.  Scheduled  for  October 
is  a  benefit  performance  of  the  olay  The  Fifth  of 
July  at  the  New  Ehrlich  .Theatre 
When  any  group  makes  endorsements  of  can¬ 
didates  for  elective  office  there  is  bound  to  be 
criticism  by  those  within  the  community  who  are 
not  in  agreement  with  the  choices.  Recently 
such  criticism  has  been  leveled  against  Alliance 
endorsement  of  Larry  DiCara  for  Boston  mayor 
over  Mel  King  and  its  lack  of  an  endorsement  in 
the  City  Council  District  8  race,  where  an  openly 
gay  candidate,  David  Scondras,  is  running. 
Rofes  responds,  “The  criticism  that  has  come  in 
of  the  Alliance  has  concerned  me  because  for 
the  first  time  we  have  a  democratic  process  for 
making  endorsements.  A  group  of  over  300  ac¬ 
tive  members  that  voted  70  percent  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  the  endorsement  meeting  to  give  the  en¬ 
dorsement  to  Larry  DiCara,  and  others  are 
screaming. ...  I  think  the  fact  that  people  are 
using  this  to  say  that  the  Alliance  doesn’t  repre¬ 
sent  the  community  makes  me  say,  ‘then  what 


does?  Get  involved  with  the  Alliance,  put  your 
votes  there  and  show  us  how  the  community 
feels.’  ” 

Rofes  hopes  that  more  people  will  join  the 
Alliance  to  broaden  its  base  of  support  to  in¬ 
clude  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  differing 
political  viewpoints.  He  also  hopes  to  increase 
membership  to  include  more  members  from 
each  neighborhood  of  the  city,  more  people  of 
color  and  more  people  of  differing  ages  (most 
current  members  are  between  the  ages  of  30  and 
50). 

According  to  Rofes,  “What  we  are  trying  to  do 
in  the  Alliance  is  include  people  from  progres¬ 
sive  to  conservative  and  hopefully  have  them 
educate  each  other  through  the  process  of  work¬ 
ing  together  within  the  Alliance.  I  think  it  is  a 
more  hopeful  and  optimistic  vision  than  organi¬ 
zing  separate  clubs  for  separate  purposes.” 

To  contact  BLGPA  for  information  or  to  re¬ 
ceive  their  free  monthly  newsletter,  AHiahce 
News,  write:  P.O.  Box  65,  Back  Bay  Annex, 
Boston,  MA  02117. 
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Betsy  Rose  in  Concert 


Besty  Rose,'  performing 
September  24  at  the  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church. 

By  Nancy  Wechsler 

Singer/songwriter  Betsy  Rose 
performed  to  a  packed  audience 
Saturday  September  24  at  the  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  Over 
400  people  showed  up  to  enjoy  the 
music  and  participate  in  the 
recording  of  a  live  album. 

Martha  Leader,  a  local  musi¬ 
cian,  emceed  the  evening,  giving 
Besty  a  warm  and  personal  intro¬ 
duction;  “What  makes  her  special 
to  me  and  to  a  lot  of  people  is, 
first,  her  sense  of  community. . .. 
She  sees  herself  as  a  home-town 
girl  and  it  is  very  typical  of  Betsy 
that  when  she  moved  back  to  Bos¬ 
ton  she,put  both  feet  back  into  the 
political  and  cultural  life  of  the 
town. 

“Her  approach  to  this  album 
also  typifies  her  community  orien¬ 
tation.  She  drew  around  her  a 
group  of  friends  and  supporters 
who  would  help  her  through  this 
project  and  she  has  also  offered 
her  help  and  support  to  us  in  the 
work  that  we  are  doing. 

“Betsy’s  sense  of  community 
reaches  much  more  broadly  than 
this,  however.  It  reaches  across 
racial  and  cultural  lines,  into  age 
groups  all  the  way  from  children  to 
senior  citizens,  it  embraces  women 
and  men,  and  appreciates  the 
differences  among  us.  Lastly  what 
makes  her  special  is  her  commit¬ 
ment  to  social  change. ...  To  use 
Betsy’s  words  —  she’s  a  ‘make 
change  woman’ ....’’ 

Betsy  is  an  accomplished  per¬ 


former.  She  writes  most  of  the 
songs  she  sings,  accompanies  her¬ 
self  on  guitar  and  piano  and  has  an 
outstanding  voice.  She  sang  some 
beautiful  songs  at  this  concert. 

Betsy’s  connections  to  the 
women’s  and  progressive  move¬ 
ments  make  her  concerts  commun¬ 
ity  events  —  times  when  we  not  on¬ 
ly  get  to  hear  good  music  and  see 
our  friends,  but  are  given  nourish¬ 
ment  for  our  work. 

I  go  to  her  concerts  to  be  revital¬ 
ized,  energized  —  to  take  part  in  a 
political  culture  that  helps  counter 
the  growing  rightward  drift  in  this 
country.  But  while  her  past  con¬ 
certs  provided  this  kind  of  political 
relief  for  me,  this  one  did  not;  it 
was  not  just  one  song,  but  the  cum- 
mulative  effect  of  what  she  chose  to 
put  in  and  leave  out.  Given  the 
diminishisng  space  in  the  world  for 
different  lifestyles  and  choices,  we 
need  an  aggressive  cultural/poli¬ 
tical  response  that  this  concert  did 
not  provide. 

It  is  hard  to  put  my  finger  on 
what  bothered  me  about  the  con¬ 
cert.  Her  new  songs  didn’t  grab  me 
the  same  way  her  older  ones  did. 
She  seems  to  have  moved  away 
from  her  lesbian,  woman-identified 
past  and  her  songs  have  lost  some 
of  their  rebelliousness.  The  message 
and  tone  of  some  of  the  songs  she 
sang  seemed  to  do  less  to  challenge 
women’s  role  in  society  than  to  ac¬ 
cept  some  of  the  present  day  con¬ 
straints.  While  the  songs  she  sang 


Have  a  Dream,”  the  chorus  of 
which  is: 

We  still  have  a  dream 
We  still  have  a  dream 
Every  step  of  the  way 
Brings  on  a  better  day. 

And  the  spirit  is  willing 
and  the  journey  is  long 
and  we’ve  got  to  be  strong 
‘cause  we  still  have  a  dream. 

Betsy  Rose  is  a  talented  musi¬ 
cian  and  we  are  lucky  to  have  her 
here  in  Boston.  She  has  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  social  change  which  will 
continue  to  influence  her  music 
over  the  years.  And  while  1  may 
not  have  been  as  moved  by  this 
concert  as  1  have  been  by  earlier 
ones,  1  still  look  forward  to  future 
concerts  where  Betsy  will  share 
with  us  her  insights,  feelings, 
hopes  and  talent. 


came  out  of  her  life  experience  and 
reflected  the  attitudes  and  concerns 
of  many  in  the  audience,  they  were 
too  uncritical  of  expectations  for 
marriage  and  family  put  on  women 
by  the  growing  right-wing  political 
climate. 


Many  of  the  songs  she  sang  were 
about  family,  childhood,  having 
children  and  relating  to  men  as  well 
as  women.  These  are  issues  of  con¬ 
cern  to  all  of  us  but  Betsy  took 
them  on  in  such  a  gentle  way  as  to 
only  gingerly  criticize  the  norm. 

I  was  most  struck  by  a  new  song, 
“There’s  Nothing  I’d  Like  Better,” 
about  the  bind  of  being  over  30  and 
juggling  a  career  with  the  desire  to 
have  children.  While  the  song  clear¬ 
ly  captured  a  dilemma  that  many  in 
my  own  generation  now  face,  it 
seemed  a  bit  too  apologetic  and 
defensive.  There  is  once  again  so 
much  pressure  on  women  to  have 
children  that  I  would  rather  listen 
to  a  song  by  someone  who  was 
unambivalently  bucking  the  second 
baby  boom,  than  one  reassuring 
everyone  that  she  really  would  like 
nothing  better  than  to  have 
children,  but  just  can’t  manage  it 
right  now. 

The  other  song  that  stood  out  as 
quite  different  from  what  Betsy 
might  have  sung  five  or  ten  years 
ago  was  Bob  Blue’s  “Erica 
Levine,”  a  song  about  a  spunky  lit¬ 
tle  girl  who  won’t  settle  for  being 
treated  second  best  by  any  man. 
But  she  finally  finds  one  that  treats 


her  well  and  with  whom  she  can  be 
her  own  person  and  they  get  mar¬ 
ried.  Surely  ten  years  ago  they 
would  either  have  lived  together  in 
sin  and  not  gotten  married  or,  more 
likely,  she  would  have  come  out 
with  a  close  woman  friend. 

I  think  had  the  overall  choice  of 
songs  been  more  balanced  I  would 
have  felt  better  about  the  concert. 
If  she  had  included  songs  like  Char¬ 
lie  Murphey’s  “Gay  Spirit”  or  Fred 
Small’s  “Annie”  I  would  have  felt 
more  included,  as  would  have  many 
'  others  in  the  audience.  As  it  was  I 
had  a  hard  time  really  connecting  to 
the  concert. 

She  did  sing  several  songs  1  liked, 
including  “Manitoba  County”, 
“My  Heart  Knows  the  Way,” 
“Glad  to  be  a  Women,”  (as  an  en¬ 
core)  and  a  new  song,  “We  Still 


Performance  Inspires 
But  Fails  to  Challenge 


Recordings 

Continued from  page  8 

which  climaxes  their  anti-nuke 
song  “Nuclear  Madness”  and 
their  shocking  “One  day  I’m  gon¬ 
na  kill  a  man  in  self  defense”: 

Sometimes  I  wonder  why  I 
wait 

. . .  how  many  women  take  it 
lying  down 

One  day  she'll  take  a  gun 
and  bang  back 
BANG  BANG 


Jana  Runnalls  is  an  unusual 
singer  who  does  a  lot  of  screams, 
pops,  chortles,  witchy  laughs  and 
other  chilling  sounds.  In  live  per¬ 
formance  she  is  devastatingly  hair- 
raising,  but  she  seems  toned  down 
a  bit  on  this  record.  In  general,  the 
raw  anger  of  their  live  perfor¬ 
mance  (I  saw  them  in  Boston  in 
1980)  is  not  as  strong  on  the 
album,  which  1  found  disap¬ 
pointing  since  women’s  music  has 
been  lacking  in  intense  emotion  in 
recent  years. 

Musically,  the  album  is  arrang¬ 
ed  well  and  sounds  good,  and  is 
lively  and  enjoyable  to  listen  to, 
even  on  the  most  severe  songs. 
The  instrumentation  is  full  and  in¬ 
teresting  and  Jana  and  Rosemary 
each  play  several  different  in¬ 
struments.  I’ve  probably  been 
criticizing  this  album  more  than  I 
should;  reading  over  the  lyrics  I’m 
struck  by  how  much  more  is  being 
attempted  and  successfully  said  on 
Out  of  Bounds  than  on  any  other 
recent  American  women’s  music 
album. 


★ 


The  jacket  illustration  by  Lind¬ 
say  Palermo/Designworks  is 
outstanding,  featuring  musical 
notes  coming  to  life  as  jazz  musi¬ 
cians  and  hands  turned  into  trees. 
A  unique-looking  album  from  a 
highly  talented  writer/performer 
backed  by  a  very  competent  group 


Gayle  Marie’s  album  Night 
Rainbows  is  in  a  much  softer 
mode.  I  enjoyed  the  album  very 
much,  especially  after  seeing 
Gayle  and  Jan  Martinelli  do  an  ex¬ 
tremely  entertaining  conceert  in 
Cambridge  last  spring.  Gayle’s 
music  is  wonderful,  her  lyrics  hav¬ 
ing  more  substance  and  stronger 
images  than  many  recent  women’s 
music  “love  song”  albums.  Her 
pop  style  is  broadening  to  the 
genre  and  her  melodies  take  full 
advantage  of  her  lovely  voice.  Ex¬ 
cept  for  one  song  about  the 


suicide  of  a  friend,  the  lyrics  are 
romantic,  celebrating  love,  life 
and  growth  —  inspiring, 
although  not  challenging.  Her 
most  quotable  line  is: 

Enough  is  enough,  I  can’t 
stand  those  sullen  looks, 
and  words  you  picked  up 
from  old  psychology  books 
enough  stormy  nights  and 
windy  afternoons. 


of  musicians  and  techs. 

It’s  really  a  delight  to  listen  to 
women’s  music  from  three  coun¬ 
tries  and  especially  to  hear  the 
long-awaited  OVA  album,  which 
is  the  first  women’s  music  LP 
from  the  economically-deprived 

Please  be  who  you  are  with 
me 

as  in  those  deep  times  you  're 
alone 

set  me  clear  from  the 
beginning 

So  it’s  you  that  I  get  to 
know. 

Debbie  Fier’s  album  In  Your 
Hands  is  of  excellent  quality  and 
sophistication,  especially  for  a 
first  album  by  a  performer  with 
mostly  local  experience  (in  the 
Northampton,  Massachusetts 
area).  The  album  is  well  crafted, 
with  production  by  Suzanne  P. 
Shanbaum  that  takes  full  advan¬ 
tage  of  some  terrific  back-up 
musicians.  The  sound  and  style 
are  jazzy  and  mellow,  with  fine  in¬ 
strumentals  and  hot  rhythms.  It  is 
music  to  get  you  relaxed  and  feel¬ 
ing  good,  and  it  projects  a  lot  of 
liveliness.  The  lyrics  are  about 
love  and  friendship,  with  a 
feminist  sense  of  values,  as  in  the 
title  song  “In  Your  Hands”: 
British  lesbian  scene.  The  diverse 
styles  available  this  year  should 
provide  something  to  please 
everyone. 
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FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 
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*  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor  surgery, 
podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychiatry,  infertility, 
gyn(‘cologY,  family  planning 

*  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Cali  Service 

•  Oj>en  to  all  regardless  of  residence 
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13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


We  Won't  Use 
A  Hard  Sell . . . 


. .  .but  GCN  wants  to  remind  its  readers  that  gay 
men  are  at  particular  risk  of  contracting  hepatitis 
B,  a  liver  infection  which  kills  5000  people  each 
year.  That’s  five  times  as  many  fatalities  each 
year  as  have  ever  been  caused  by  AIDS.  As  of 
yet,  there  is  no  specific  preventative  or  cure  for 
AIDS.  But  we  do  have  a  vaccine  for  hepatitis  B. 

If  you  have  already  had  hepatitis  B,  you  may  not 
need  the  vaccine.  It’s  even  possible  that  you  may 
have  contracted  a  mild  form  of  the  disease  with¬ 
out  knowing  it.  A  simple  and  relatively  inexpen¬ 
sive  screening  can  determine  whether  you  already 
have  the  hepatitis  B  antibody,  or  if  you  should 
consider  getting  the  vaccine.  So  visit  your  doctor, 
your  local  gay  clinic,  or  a  community  health 
center  and  ask  about  the  hepatitis  B  screening 
and  vaccine.  And  if  you  can,  consider  making  a 
donation  so  that  those  who  can’t  afford  the  ex¬ 
pensive  treatment  can  stay  healthy  too. 

In  Boston,  the  hepatitis  B  screening  and  vaccine 
is  available  from  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  which  maintains  a  fund  to  provide  grants 
and  loans  to  those  who  cannot  afford  the  vac¬ 
cine.  For  more  information,  or  to  make  a  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  fund,  call  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  at  (617)  267-7573. 


Merry  Christmas^  Mr,  Lawrence 


Repressed  Homoeroticism 
In  a  Film  Worth  Seeing 


Merry  Christmas,  Mr.  Lawrence. 

Directed  by  Nagisa  Oshima.  Star¬ 
ring  Ryuichi  Sakamoto,  Tom 
Conti,  Beat  Takeshi  and  David 
Bowie.  Cinematography  by 
Toichiro  Nashimura.  Score  by 
Ryuichi  Sakamoto. 

By  Jolanta  Benal 

Both  In  the  Realm  of  the  Senses. 
Nagisa  Oshima’s  best  known  film, 
and  Merry  Christmas,  Mr.  Law¬ 
rence  are  about  sex.  In  Senses, 
which  was  so  sexually  explicit  your 
responses  gave  out,  Oshima  de- 
eroticized  sex.  This  time  he  works 
the  reverse  effect,  evoking  sexual 
tension  between  two  men  who 
don’t  touch  until  the  end  of  the 
film. 

In  Merry  Christmas,  Captain 
Yonoi  (Ryuichi  Sakamoto),  the 
commander  of  a  Japanese  prison 
camp  during  World  War  II, 
rescues  Major  Jack  Celliers  (David 
Bowie)  from  the  death  sentence  of 
a  kangaroo  court.  Yonoi  intends 
for  Celliers  to  replace  the  present 
commander  of  the  POWs,  a  blus¬ 
tering  macho-man  who  hates  the 
Japanese.  John  Lawrence  (Tom 
Conti),  also  a  prisoner  and 
Celliers’  friend,  sympathizes  with 
Japanese  culture.  But  his  attempts 
to  explain  the  two  cultures  to  one 
another  are  futile  from  the  start: 
both  Westerners  and  Japanese  are 
too  mired  in  their  cultural  certain¬ 
ties  to  accept  the  differences  be- 


tend  Celliers’  trial,  the  guard’s 
suicide  is  deferred.  The  Dutch 
POW  bites  off  his  tongue  and 
chokes  on  it  while  watching  the 
guard’s  second,  successful  at¬ 
tempt.  The  clincher:  if  you  can’t 
stand  to  watch  hara-kiri  you  won’t 
recognize  the  guard’s  face  and  the 


Celliers,  badly  strung  out  with  fear 
and  repeated  beatings,  seems  un¬ 
aware  of  them.  He  mimes  shaving, 
eating  and  smoking;  ttilks  to  a 
friend  who  isn’t  there;  and  then, 
just  when  you  think  he’s  lost  his 
mind  for  good,  he  sobs  once,  col¬ 
lects  himself  and  goes  off,  to  be 


I  wouldn’t  like  Merry  Christmas 
nearly  as  much  if  I  hadn’t  seen  it 
twice. 


only  other  clue  to  his  identity 
comes  in  Yonoi’s  order  that  the 
“victim”  watch.  All  this  might  be 
trivial  except  that  the  question  of 
the  POW’s  consent  is  left  open. 
(He  says  he  didn’t  consent,  but  I 
know  what  I’d  say  in  his  cir¬ 
cumstance.)  Dying  while  watching 
the  death  of  someone  he  loves 
(hates?  wants?  doesn’t  want?),  the 
POW  is  a  perfect  foil  to  Captain 
Yonoi,  the  man  so  unwillingly  in 
love. 

Ryuichi  Sakamoto  does  some 


Nobody  could  successfully  play  a 
flashback  that  begins,  “My  exper¬ 
tise  lies  in  the  field  of  betrayal.” 


tween  them. 

A  stable  enough  setup,  except 
that  Captain  Yonoi  is  unraveling 
fast.  It’s  bad  enough  to  have  fallen 
in  love  with  a  man.  What’s-worse, 
the  man,  Celliers,  is  a  soldier  who 
surrendered  to  the  enemy,  by 
Yonoi’s  standards,  a  coward. 

I  wouldn’t  like  Merry  Christmas 
nearly  as  much  if  I  hadn’t  seen  it 
twice.  I  knew  the  first  time  that 
Oshima  intended  to  make  a  movie 
about  repressed  homoeroticism 
turning  to  violence  and  about  the 
gap  between  Japanese  and  West¬ 
ern  codes  of  courage  and  honor.  (I 
knew  because  Oshima  said  so  in 
September’s  American  Film.)  But 
I  thought  the  result  a  hopeless 
though  moving  muddle.  On  se¬ 
cond  thought  I’ve  concluded  that 
what  looked  like  muddle  to  this 
Westerner’s  first  glance  is  really  a 
Japanese  narrative  style.  The 
Japanese  writers  I’ve  read  (Tan- 
izaki,  Oe,  Kawabata)  run  to  the 
allusive  and  oblique.  Their 
characters  speculate,  ponder 
evidence,  draw  careful  inferences; 
small,  crucial  events  happen  off¬ 
stage  or  in  corners.  So  when  Yonoi 
has  Celliers  thrown  into  solitary 
confinement,  then  visits  him  every 
night,  you  never  see  the  visits.  In¬ 
stead,  a  guard  mentions  them  to 
Yonoi’s  valet,  who  creeps  up  one 
night  intending  to  assassinate 
Celliers. 

Jane  Austin  is  terrific  prepara¬ 
tion  for  this  sort  of  story  telling. 
But  even  a  hardened  Yukio 
Mishima  addict  is  likely  to  be 
distracted  from  the  subtleties  of 
plot  by  three  episodes  of  hara-kiri, 
assorted  beatings  and  a  fake  ex¬ 
ecution  by  firing  squad  (Yonoi’s 
test  of  his  beloved’s  mettle.)  Fix 
your  eyes  and  ears  on  the  screen 
regardless,  or  some  nifty  bits  of 
filmmaking  are  going  to  look  like 
mush.  In  the  opening  scene,  a 
Korean  guard  attempts  hara-kiri 
because  he’s  had  sex  with  a  Dutch 
POW.  Because  Yonoi  has  to  at- 


wonderful  things  with  his  often 
unsympathetic  part.  Celliers’  trial, 
for  instance:  once  Yonoi  sees  the 
defendant,  he  never  looks  away. 
How  Sakamoto’s  concentrated 
stare,  his  face  utterly  still  but  for  a 
flicker  of  the  eyelids,  conveys 
Yonoi’s  desire  and  shock,  I  have 
no  idea.  But  it  does.  Then  at  other 
times  Sakamoto  pouts  and 
twitches,  tics  he’s  far  too  pretty  to 
get  away  with:  they  make  him  look 
like  Baby-Want-a-Bottle. 

David  Bowie  plays  Celliers  as 
witty,  the  least  bit  effete  and 


killed,  he  thinks.  I  don’t  care  how 
convinced  you  are  that  Bowie  is  all 
hype,  you  will  be  moved. 

But  nobody  could  successfully 
play  a  flashback  that  begins,  “My 
expertise  lies  in  the  field  of 
betrayal.”  It  seems  all  Celliers’ 
courage  is  penance  for  repeated 
betrayals  of  his  adoring  and 
hunchbacked  younger  brother,  a 
talented  singer.  The  betrayals  cul¬ 
minate  in  Celliers’  abandoning  the 
boy  to  a  vicious  public  school  haz¬ 
ing  at  which  the  hunched  back  is 
exposed.  Little  brother  never  sings 
again. 

At  the  end  of  the  flashback, 
Celliers  crouches  shaking  against 
the  cell  wall;  his  guilt  and  misery 
are  absolutely  believable.  But  you 
cannot  imagine  how  a  prize  SOB 
grew  up  to  be  Jack  Celliers.  And 
up  to  this  point  in  the  movie, 
Celliers  has  seemed  wretched  and 
afraid  often  enough,  but  guilt- 
ridden,  no.  It’s  a  bit  late  to  cram 
all  that  motive  into  the  character. 

I  don’t  know  who’s  fault  this  is, 
Oshima’s  for  shooting  too  fast 
(one  or  two  takes  to  a  scene)  or 
Bowie’s  for  not  working  out  his 
characterization  thoroughly 
enough.  It’s  no  help  that  the  boy 
who  plays  Celliers’  brother  is  sac¬ 
charine  and  can’t  sing;  anyway, 
the  flashback  goes  a  long  toward 
ruining  the  film. 

Celliers  dies  a  martyr.  He  inter- 


A  failure,  I  suppose,  but  the  most 
interesting  I’ve  seen  in  a  long  time, 
and  worth  seeing  even  if  you  hate 
David  Bowie  and  couldn’t  care  less 
about  codes  of  honor. 


hanging-by-a-thread  courageous. 
He  and  Conti  make  this  movie 
very  funny  in  spots.  One  morning 
Yonoi  awakens  all  the  prisoners 
with  his  shouts  at  sword  practice. 
Lawrence  to  Celliers:  “He’s  been 
screaming  his  head  off  ever  since 
you  got  here.”  Celliers  (like 
Lawrence,  quite  aware  of  what  the 
Captain’s  problem  is):  “If  he’s  got 
something  on  his  mind,  why 
doesn’t  he  just  come  out  with  it?” 
All  puns  certainly  intended.  (By 
the  way,  Celliers  and  Lawrence’s 
jokes  about  Yonoi  did  not  strike 
me  as  homophobic.  Their  theme 
isn’t  “Ha,  ha,  a  queer,”  but  “We 
know  something  about  our  jailer 
that  even  he  doesn’t  know”  —  the 
kind  of  joke  the  powerless  make  at 
the  expense  of  those  in  power.) 

Bowie  commands  an  emotional 
range  you’d  never  suspect  him  of  if 
you’d  seen  only  The  Hunger.  Just 
after  Celliers’  trial,  two  guards 
come  to  take  him  from  his  cell. 


poses  his  body  between  Yonoi  and 
a  prisoner  Yonoi  is  about  to  be¬ 
head.  Flung  aside  (is  Yonoi’s 
gesture  a  blow  or  a  caress?), 
Celliers  rises,  embraces  Yonoi  and 
kisses  him  twice.  Yonoi  lifts  his 
sword,  but  can’t  kill  Celliers,  and 
collapses.  The  camp’s  new  com¬ 
mander  (“1  am  not  as  sentimental 
as  Captain  Yonoi”)  has  Celliers 
buried  to  the  neck  in  sand.  The 
night  Celliers  dies  (a  beautiful 
shot,  Celliers’  sun-bleached  head 
in  all  that  white  sand  and  blue 
moonlight),  Yonoi  cuts  a  lock  of 
his  hair  and  salutes  him.  Poor 
Yonoi;  he’s  reconciled  to  Celliers’ 
differences  and  to  his  own  emo¬ 
tion.  But  what  a  paltry  gesture  a 
salute  is,  after  all. 

When  Merry  Christmas  works, 
it’s  subtle  and  intelligent;  but  then 
such  clumsy  bits  of  business  as  the 
younger  brother  spoil  the  show.  A 
failure,  I  supoose,  but  the  most  in- 
Continued  on  page  17 
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Ordinarily  Real, 
Queerly  Fantastic 


The  Flying  Karamazov  Brothers. 

With  Timothy  Furst,  Paul  David 
Magid,  Randy  Nelson,  Howard 
Jay  Patterson,  Sam  Williams.  At 
the  Wilbur  Theater. 


Brothers.  By  George  Sibbald. 
Directed  by  Carroll  O’Connor. 
With  Carrroll  O’Connor,  Dennis 
Christopher,  Frank  Converse.  At 
the  Colonial  Theater. 


By  Midhael  Bronski 

“Oh,  no,”  I  can  hear  them  all 
groan  again.  It’s  going  to  be 
another  Bronski  try  at  sneaking 
reviews  into  GCN  about  plays  and 
movies  that  aren’t  really  gay. 
(And  we  haven’t  even  gotten  to 
the  annual  fight  about  opera 
reviews  yet.)  And  to  be  perfectly 
frank.  I’ll  state  from  the  beginn¬ 
ing  that  neither  play  being  review¬ 
ed  here  has  gay  characters,  a  gay 
plot  or  even  a  gay  sub-plot.  In 
fact,  almost  all  the  bio’s  in  the 
program  notes  state  that  the  men 


the  show  are  not  Russian  or 
brothers,  nor  do  they  fly;  they 
juggle.  Beginning  as  street  per¬ 
formers  in  Berkeley,  California, 
they  have  perfected  their  juggling 
routines  and  fashioned  a  sort  of 
impromptu  catch-as-catch-can 
series  of  skits,  half-formed  ideas 
and  one-liners  to  bring  the  whole 
evening  together.  While  their  pins 
(scythes,  dead  fish,  dry  ice  or 
whatever  —  they  aren’t  fussy 
about  what  they  throw  in  the  air) 
fly  across  the  stage,  they  exchange 


It’s  been  a  long  fight  to  seize  the 
means  of  production  and  show  au¬ 
diences  gay  life  and  feeling  as 
presented  by  gay  people. 


are  happily  married.  (For  just 
once  I’d  like  to  read  a  program 
note  stating  that  someone  is 
M/thappily  married  or,  god  forbid, 
a  “self-acknowledged  homosex¬ 
ual,”  as  they  say  in  the  trade 
papers.)  And  while  both  casts  are 
totally  male  —  in  Karamazov 
five  jugglers,  in  Brothers  a  father 
and  four  sons  —  this  is  not  going 
to  be  my  standard  “male¬ 
bonding”  review.  (I’m  saving  that 
for  the  up-coming  Hunks  II 
festival  at  the  Brattle.)  It’s  just 
that  seeing  these  two  plays  back  to 
back  on  consecutive  nights,  I  was 
struck  by  their  differences  and 
how  they  reflected  two  strains  in 
entertainment,  which,  to  suit  my 
hypothesis  (and  have  reason  for 
printing  this  in  GCN),  I’ll  call  gay 
and  straight. 

In  recent  years  “gay  theater” 
has  come  to  denote  the  ever¬ 
growing  body  of  work  and  enor¬ 
mous  output  of  effort  by  writers, 
directors  and  producers  to  create  a 
theater  in  which  gayness  can  be 
presented  and  imagined  without 
the  usual  restraints  that  theatrical 
homophobia  has  placed  upon  it. 
It’s  been  a  long  fight  to  seize  the 
means  of  production  and  show 
audiences  gay  life  and  feeling  as 
presented  by  gay  people.  But  1 
think  that  “gay  theater”  can  be 
understook  in  a  broader  sense  as  a 
sensibility  or  as  a-  way  a  play  can 
allow  us  to  look  at  the  world  and 
our  perceptions  of  it. 

The  Flying  Karamazov  Brothers 
isn’t  really  a  play.  I’s  an  entertain¬ 
ment  that  owes  more  to  vaudeville 
than  to  traditional  dramatics 
Despite  the  title,  the  five  men  in 


quips  a  la  Marx  Brothers  and  rude 
remarks  about  Nancy  Reagan’s 
dresses  a  la  Bette  Middler.  The 
juggling  is  incredible,  the  quips 
sometimes  make  it  and  sometimes 
don’t;  but  the  whole  effect  is  an 
anarchic,  open-ended  flight  from 
our  usual  notions  of  literalism  and 
normalcy. 

At  the  core  of  the  show  is  the 


Much  of  the  off-hand  banter 
flows  with  an  upside-down  logic 
that  replaces  our  absurd  reality 
with  absurdities  that  more  exact¬ 
ly  mirror  our  reality.  In  its  own 
low-key  way.  The  Flying 
Karamazov  Brothers  replaces  the 
usual  way  of  viewing  the 
world  —  as  linear  and 
logical  —  with  a  subversive, 
undermining  notion  that  things 
are  not  always  what  they  seem, 
that  15  assorted  items  can  all  stay 
in  the  air  at  the  same  time  and  that 
more  is  possible  in  life  (on  or  off 
stage)  than  is  usually  thought. 

If  The.  Flying  Karamazov 
Brothers  has  a  way  of  opening  up 
the  world,  a  traditional  play  like 
Brother  c\oscs  in  on  itself.  It’s  not 
that  Brothers  is  a  bad  play;  it’s  ac¬ 
tually  quite  well  constructed  and 
written  and  manages,  at  times,  to 
be  even  moving.  The  problem  is 
that  it  has  a  schematic  view  of  the 
world  which  is  so  tied  to  delivering 
a  message  or  showing  us  how  peo¬ 
ple  relate  or  feel  that  it  is  difficult 
for  it  to  go  anywhere.  In  its  plot. 
Brothers  resembles  the  best  of  fif¬ 
ties  television  (and  I  don’t  say  that 
to  be  mean;  fifties  TV  is  generally 
better  than  most  1980s  movies  or 
plays).  The  story  of  a  labor  union 


The  play  doesn’t  come  up  with  a  lot 
of  answers,  but  its  basic  presump¬ 
tion  is  that  there  are  answers,  that 
there  is  a  logical  way  of  looking  at 
the  world .... 


amazing  juggling  and  as  you 
watch  them,  the  original  meaning 
of  the  words  “fabulous”  and 
“marvelous”  become  apparent. 
Juggling  as  an  art  was  perfected 
by  the  travelling  minstrals  and  the 
court  jesters  of  the  middle  ages 
(many  of  whom  were  thought  to 
be  gay)  and  watching  the 


father  in  a  small  Connecticut  city 
and  his  relationship  with  his  four 
(very  different)  sons  is  standard 
American  family  drama  material. 
The  play  raises  “big”  notions: 
what  are  families?  what  is  respon¬ 
sibility?  can  we  hurt  those  we  love 
by  doing  too  much  for  them?  and, 
finally,  who,  if  anyone,  is  ever 


Since  homosexuality  has  fallen  into 
the  “unimaginable”  for  so  many 
people,  anything  that  breaks  down 
the  very  notions  of  what  is  and  isn’t 
possible  is  liberating. 


Karamazov  Brothers  it’s  easy  to 
see  why  people  may  have  viewed 
the  profession  as  almost  magical. 


The  Flying  Karamazov  Brothers. 


“right”?  The  play  doesn’t  come 
up  with  a  lot  of  answers,  but  its 
basic  presumption  is  that  there  are 
answers,  that  there  is  a  logical  way 
of  looking  at  the  world  —  the 
commonly  accepted  “normal” 
way  —  and  that. that  is  an  ac¬ 
curate  perception  of  reality. 

Brothers  is  a  “realistic”  play  in 
the  mode  of  Arthur  Miller:  what 
you  see  is  what  is  there.  This  no¬ 
tion  of  reality  relies  on  our  nar¬ 
rowing  rather  than  expanding  our 
perceptions.  It  presents  us  with 
the  imaginable  and  tells  us  that’s 
all  there  is.  The  Flying  Karamazov 
Brothers  presents  us  with  the 
unimaginable  and  sets  us  thinking 
that  there  may  be  even  more 
where  that  came  from.  The 
human  imagination  is  (probably) 
boundless.  Sometimes  the  culture 
tells  us  to  keep  it  pro.scribed, 
bounded,  safe.  Every  now  and 
then  something  comes  along  that 
lets  us  know  it’s  wide  open  and 
anything  goes.  Since  homosexuali¬ 
ty  has  fallen  into  the 
“unimaginable”  for  so  many 
people,  anything  that  breaks 
down  the  very  notions  of  what  is 
Continued  on  page  1 7 


Off-Season  Specials 

George's 
Inn 

Provincetown 

Your  Home  Away  From  Home 
Clean  -  Inexpensive 
Morning  Coffee  &  Mixers 

9  Court  St.  P.O.  Box  483  Provincetown  MA 


Single  Occ. 
From  $12 
Night 

Double  Occ. 
From  $20 
-  Night 

10%  Discount 
With  This 
Coupon 

02657  (617)  487-9005 


IN  THE  BERKSHIRES 


500  SOUTH  MAIN 

Bed  and  Breakfast 
Special  Weekend  Package 
Rates 

Great  Barrington,  MA 
Your  Hosts:  Dan  and  Bob 
(413)  528-9673 


•WATERSHIP 
INN 

Relaxetl  atmosphere 
Central  locution 
Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

OFF  SEASON  SPECIAL 


Stay  3  niffhts,  ifet  the  third  n(ght  free 
or  .stay  a  H'crk,  yet  50%  oj  f. 

Innkeeper:  Jim  Fos.s 


7  Winfhrop  St. 

I’.O.  Box  91« 

Provincetown,  Mass.  ()2G.'57 
(G 17)  487-0094 _ 


WALLFLOWER  ORDER 

AND 

GRUPO  RAIZ 


SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  22 
8  P.M. 

STRAND  THEATRE  d 

543  Columbia  Rd.,  Dorchester,  MA 
Sign  Language  interpreted 
by  Marcia  Hubelbank 
Childcare  by  reservation  only: 
call  547-1378  by  Oct.  20 
For  more  information, 
call  547-1378  or  492-1998 


TICKETS:  GENfftAL  Adm.  $7;  Con¬ 
tributing  $9;  Fixed  Income  $5;  Under 
12  $2.  Available  from:  J.P.:  Red  Book¬ 
store,  Food  for  Thought;  BOSTON 
Alianza  Hispana,  Glad  Day  Book 
shop,  Boston  Self  Help  Center 
CAMBRIDGE:  New  Words,  Body 
works  Gym,  Out  of  Town  Tickets 
Northampton,  Womonfyre  Books 
Central  Falls,  R.I.:  Greater  R.l 
YWCA;  Concert  Charge:  (617)  426 
8181;  Mall  Order.  Send  self-addres 
sed  stamped  envelope  and  money 
order  to;  Allegra  Productions,  267 
Allston  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139 
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PRIMO  BALLERINOS 


LES  BflLLCTS 

TROCRflDERO 


^^Convulsive  laughter  mingled  with  moments  of  great  beauty' 


OCT.  19,20,21 

Boston  Opera  House 


OCT.  22,  23 

Worcester,  E.M.  Loew’s 
Plymouth  Theatre  755-9139 


TICKETS:  Bos.  $10.-$25.  Wos.  $9.50-$19.50 
Orpheum  Box  Office:  482-0650 
Ticketron;  Concertix  (charge)  876-7777 


INDIVIDUAL/  GROUP/  COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


IVt  intKrtKT  «  "I  i* 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


PSYCHOLOGY  OF  THE 
IMPLICATE 

Transformation  Through 
NEW  PARADIGM 
THEOLOGY  AS 
THERAPY 

MARION  B.  CASE,  PH.D 
BOSTON  +  HUDSON 

PRIVATE  INSURANCE 

ACCEPTED 

<617)  566-0680 


Looking  For  A  Job? 

Thinking  of  a  Career  Change? 

Career  Planning  and 
Development  Counseling 


Paula  Herrington 


Call  lor  More  Info:  628-9043 

Sliliinu  Sciilc  I  ociiicd  in  Somcr\ilk* 


[Gay  S  Lesbian  Counseling 
Services 


Formerly  the  Homophile  Commurtity  Health  Service 
A  licensed  mental  health  dink  serving  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women  since  1971 


Qq 

ca 

eo 


a 

«o 


i 

Q 

V) 


/"  Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist 

Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 

Individual  Psychotherapy  Couples  Counseling 
Stress/ Anxiety  Reduction  Relief  from  Depression 

Health  Insurance  Accepted 

(617)  423-4235 
2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA 


DAVID  L. 

COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

45  Willioms  Street 

Orleans  Shopping  Plazo 

Wellesley,  Moss.  02101 

E.  Orleans.  Moss.  02643 

235-8500 

255-2600 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 

LESBIANS  &  GAY  MEN: 

IF  YOU'RE  LOOKING  FOR 

an  accountant  *  bar  *  bath  *  bookstora  * 
dentist  *  doctor  *  dog  groomer  *.  hotel  * 
lawyer  *  publication  *  social  group  * 
switchboard  *  synagogue  *  tiauai  agent  * 
therapist  *  youth  group  *  or  any  other 
business  or  organization  specializing  in 
serving  gay  pe^.  you  need: 

GJOrELLOW 

RAGES' 

NATIONAL  EDITION:  USA  &  CANADA  S10: 
outside  N.  America  S12. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  EDITION  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

$3. SO:  outside  N.  America  $4.50. 
NORTHEAST  EDITION  covers  Connecticut, 
Delaware.  District  ol  Columbia.  Maine. 
Maryland.  Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire 
Dhio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont, 
W.  Virgina.  S3. 50;  outside  N.  America 
S4.50 
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healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Films  By  Women 
Around  the  World 


By  Soshana  Rothaizer 

The  1983  International 
Women’s  Film  Festival  was  held  in 
New  York  City  September  8 
through  11.  With  a  total  of  more 
than  30  films  and  video  record¬ 
ings,  the  festival  offered  a  range  of 
styles  and  opinions  as  well  as 
samplings  from  all  around  the 
world. 

The  festival  began  with  a  special 
opening  night  to  benefit  the 
Heresies  Collective  and  Second 
Decade  Film,  sponsors  of  the 
festival.  Born  in  Flames,  Lizzie 
Borden’s  long-awaited  feminist- 
anarchist  film  was  deliciously 
sandwiched  between  excellent  per¬ 
formances  by  the  Flamboyant 
Ladies  and  Women  of  the  Cala¬ 
bash,  black  performing  artists. 
This  made  for  a  very  high-energy 
evening. 

Born  in  Flames  is  set  in  the 
future,  ten  years  after  a  socialist- 
democratic  revolution;  it  is  actual¬ 
ly  much  about  today’s  reality. 
Ideas  for  the  script  were  developed 
by  collaborating  with  the  women 
in  the  film  who,  to  various 
degrees,  play  themselves.  Women 
radicals  refuse  to  take  second-class 
status  any  longer.  They  run  pirate 
radio  stations,  organize  bike¬ 
riding  “vigilante”  groups  and 
focus  guerilla  tactics  on  the  media. 
Women  in  the  audience  cheered  as 
Honey  told  her  listeners  on  Radio 
Phoenix:  “Black  women,  be 
ready.  White  women,  get  ready. 
Red  women,  stay  ready,  for  this  is 
our  time  and  all  must  realize  it.” 

On  Guard  by  Susan  Lambert 
was  another  political  adventure 
with  four  Australian  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivists  who  sabotage  the  computer 
of  a  repressive  medical  reproduc¬ 
tion  facility. 

Some  of  the  strongest  films  in 
the  festival  were  the  documen¬ 
taries.  La  Operacion  by  Ana  Maria 
Garcia  is  a  thorough  and  con¬ 
demning  investigation  into  the 
mass  sterilization  of  Puerto  Rican 
women.  Other  documentaries  at 
the  festival  explored  the  lives  of 
women  and  children  in  war-torn 
Northern  Ireland  {Cross  and  Pas¬ 
sion)  and  the  oppression  of  apart¬ 
heid  in  South  Africa  {Sun  Will 
Rise).  One  fascinating  film  was 
Born  and  Bred,  an  experimental 
documentary  by  Joanna  Davis  and 
Mary  Pat  Leece  about  mother- 
daughter  relationships  in  working- 
class  London.  Using  a  hypnotical¬ 
ly  slow-panning  camera,  the  film 
makers  manipulated  sound  with 
vision,  a  technique  both  madden¬ 
ing  and  brilliant.  The  camera,  for 
example,  would  record  womens’ 
faces  at  a  c-r  group  while  other 
women  spoke  on  the  soundtrack. 
The  interviewer  also  used  her  in¬ 
terview  subjects  to  express  her  own 
opinions. 

Audience  by  Barbara  Hammer 
was  a  departure  from  her  usually 
experimental  films.  This  film  ask¬ 
ed  women  (and  an  occasional 
man)  for  their  expectations  before 
viewing  her  films  and  recorded 
their  comments  afterwards.  Wom¬ 
en  were  interviewed  in  New  York, 
San  Francisco,  England,  Toronto 
and  Quebec.  One  comment  was, 
“I  felt  a  bit  creepy,  but  wonderful, 
like  a  childhood  ride.”  The  expec¬ 
tations  were  varied  and  revealing, 
including  the  expectation  that  les¬ 
bian  films  should  wake  up  an  au¬ 
dience. 

In  Reassemblage,  Vietnamese 
film  maker  Trinh  T.  Minh-ho 
challenges  traditional  ethno¬ 
graphic  documentary  style  in  her 
study  of  women  in  Senegal. 

Other  films  were  not  as  suc¬ 
cessful.  Some  were  marred  by  bad 
soundtracks  or  graininess.  Out  of 


the  Blue,  an  anti-nuclear  col¬ 
laborative  effort  by  West  German 
women,  had  no  sub-titles  so  a 
woman  read  aloud  a  translation 
while  the  film  was  running. 

The  festival  was  also  not  with¬ 
out  controversy.  Angry  women 
walked  out  on  the  Brazilian  movie 
Hearts  and  Guts  by  Ana  Carolina. 
Ostensibly  a  satire  on  rebellion  and 
repression  in  a  Catholic  girls’ 
school,  this  Fellini-style  farce  was 
felt  by  many  women  to  be  homo- 
phobic  and  an  insult  to  women. 
Women  also  objected  to  the  inde¬ 
pendently  made  Chinese  film  The 
Savage  Land  by  Ling  Zi  for  several 
reasons,  among  them  a  rape  scene 
where  the  woman  seemed  in  bliss 
afterwards.  “It  was  out  of  Clint 
Eastward,”  one  woman  comment¬ 
ed.  “The  grandmother  was  evil, 
the  husband  was  passive  and 
weak,  and  the  hero  was  macho.” 
Other  women,  however,  appreci¬ 
ated  the  splendid  panoramas  of 
China. 

Four  films  by  black  women 
shown  Sunday  evening  all  had 
merit.  Killing  Time  by  Fronza 
Woods,  produced  by  Womens  In¬ 
terart,  is  a  comedy  about  a  woman 
who  wants  to  die  in  style.  “Who 
the  hell  wants  to  be  found  dead  in 
a  Castro  convertible?”  she  asks. 
She  must  choose  just  the  right 
clothes  and  shoes  and  finally,  her 
pants  split  as  she  is  about  to  jump 
off  the  roof. 

Echo  by  Joy  Shannon  is  an  ef¬ 
fective  if  heavy-handed  equation 
of  present-day  black  oppression 
echoing  back  to  the  days  of 
slavery.  The  woman  protagonist 
says,  “Yes,  we  have  been  raped  by 
America. . . .  We  are  not  going  to 
give  in.’’  Her  husband  goes  to  jail 
rather  than  be  drafted  into  the  ar¬ 
my  to  “kill  people  as  dark  and 
poor  as  we  are.” 

A  Different  Image  is  a  richly 
colorful  film  of  a  young  woman’s 
declaration  of  her  identity,  both 
Afro-American  and  non-sexist. 
Sharon  Larkin’s  heroine  demands 
equality  and  friendship  and  wins 
the  respect  of  a  young  man  who,  in 
the  closing  scene  of  the  movie,  pre¬ 
sents  her  with  her  new  name,  Isis. 

Free  programs  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday  included  video  films  and  a 
childrens’  matinee.  The  children 
were  drawn  into  participation  by 
moderator  Barbara  Hammer.  My 
two  favorites  among  these  films 
were  Imani  by  San  Francisco  film 
maker  Carol  Lawrence  and  The 
Strike  by  Gail  .Allen  and  Chester 
Pierce.  Imani  teaches  how  the 
Massai  people  of  Africa  have  had 
to  trust  each  other  to  survive.  In 
The  Strike,  elementary  school 
students  put  Malcolm  X’s  words 
into  action;  when  everybody  gets 
together  they  will  be  heard.  Pow¬ 
erful  and  amusing,  this  film  is 
sharp  and  well-drawn  and  includes 
such  student  protest  posters  as 
“Out  Out  Dick  and  Spot’’  and 
“Power  to  the  Third  Grade.” 

The  festival  also  presented  a 
panel  discussion  by  various  film 
makers  moderated  by  festival 
director  Andrea  Weiss  who  is  cur¬ 
rently  working  on  the  documen¬ 
tary  Before  Stonewall. 

It  is  good  to  feel  the  diversity  in 
the  many  directions  of  women’s 
films  today.  This  festival  might 
have  benefited  from  more  viewer- 
film  maker  communication,  which 
was  supposed  to  occur  in  the 
upstairs  theater  lounge  (the 
management  insisted  on  clearing 
the  theater  after  each  film  program 
ended).  A  ticket  sliding  scale 
and/or  a  “season  ticket’’  for  the 
whole  festival  could  have  made  the 
films  more  economically  accessible 
and  avoided  the  financial  loss  by 
the  producers. 
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Ed  Merullo  as  Ken  in  Fifth  of  July. 


Superlative  Performance 
At  the  New  Ehrlich  Theater 


Fifth  of  July.  By  Lanford  Wilson. 
Directed  by  Judy  Braha.  At  the 
New  Ehrlich  Theater,  Boston 
Center  for  the  Arts,  539  Tremont 
Street.  Through  November  6. 
Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday, 
Saturday  evenings  at  8.  Sunday 
matinee  at  3. 

By  Walt  a  Borawski 

I  am  one  of  few  Cantabrigians 
not  only  to  own  but  openly  to  love 
a  television  set;  I  will  make  a  fur¬ 
ther  admission:  on  my  way  to  the 
New  Ehrlich  Theater’s  production 
of  Lanford  Wilson’s  Fifth  of  July 
I  suspected  I  would  not  enjoy  it  as 
much  as  1  had  the  PBS  version 
with  Richard  Thomas  and 
Swoosie  Kurtz.  Being  35  does  not 
make  one  impervious  to  bad  judg¬ 
ment. 

Paperback  editions  of  Anne 
Tyler’s  novels  repeatedly  quote  a 
People  review:  “To  read  a  novel 
by  Anne  Tyler  is  to  fall  in  love.’’ 
To  some  extent  1  agree  —  unfor¬ 
tunately  Anne  Tyler’s  universe  has 
not  discovered  gay  people.  Lan¬ 
ford  Wilson  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
successful  hybrid  between  Ten¬ 
nessee  Williams’  theatrical  poetics 
and  Tyler’s  funky  comprehension 
of  contemporary  (straight) 
Americans.  Experiencing  his  work 
is  to  fall  in  love. 

Why?  1  graduated  from  a  home 
in  which  I  felt  a  perpetual  stranger 
to  the  continuous  search  for  com¬ 
radeship  suggested  by  The 
Waltons.  1  have  found  testimonies 
of  it  in  art,  chronologically  from 
Kaufman  and  Hart’s  You  Can't 
Take  it  With  You  (1936)  through 
Harvey  Fiersteins  book  for  La 
Cage  aux  Folles  (1983).  But  the 
combination  with  all  the  right 
numbers  is  Wilson’s  Fifth  of  July. 
Not  surprising:  six  of  the  eight 
characters  are  of  my  generation 
and  two  of  them  are  gay.  Add 
Wilson  and  director  Judy  Braha 
and  1  love  them  all. 

In  this  play  familial  (love)  ties 
not  only  defy  categorizations, 
they  virtually  ignore  them. 
Everyone  looks  personally 
thrashed  when  the  main  character, 
a  gay  man  who  lost  both  legs  in 
Vietnam,  is  pushed  to  the  floor  by 
a  cruddy  straight  man  who  is  his 
friend  since  childhood.  The  stage 
resounds  with  hurt,  fright, 
outrage.  Aunt  Sally  is  more  upset 
by  Ken’s  fall  than  she  had  been  by 
her  own  stroke.  Ken’s  lover 
forgets  he  is,  with  reason,  momen¬ 
tarily  furious  with  Ken.  Even 
outrageous  Gwen  forgets  for  a 
second  her  contract  with  Colum¬ 
bia  Records  and  bends  over  the 
captive  audience  to  give  him  ad¬ 


vice  that  is  actually  on-target  (this 
speech  is  not  in  the  published  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  play;  either  Braha  has 
added  it  to  make  Gwen  more 
likeable,  if  not  the  moral  center, 
or  Wilson  added  it  during  or  after 
the  play’s  1978  New  York  run). 

Ed  Merullo,  like  Richard 
Thomas  before  him,  brings 
nothing  short  of  heroic  honor  to 
the  role  of  Kenneth  Talley,  Jr. 
Self-effacement  is  part  of  his  ar¬ 
mor,  but  underneath  that  it  is  ob¬ 
vious  he  takes  joy  in  what  is  left  of 
his  body.  And  he  has  love  for  his 
family  and  beyond  —  he  can 
decipher  the  painful  sounds  that 
comprise  language  for  one  of  his 


students. 

Jim  Quinn  as  Jed  Jenkins  is  as 
nurturing  to  his  outrageous  lover 
Ken  as  he  is  to  his  offstage  plants; 
when  he  lifts  Ken  inte-his  arms  it 
is  Gone  With  the  Wind  time  — 
every  queen’s  dream  of  being 
wrapped  in  the  loving  arms  of  a 
good  man. 

David  Zoffoli  is  snarlingly 
perfect  as  John  Landis,  the  foil  to 
Jed’s  unselfish  love.  He  is  a  cad 
and  to  play  him  Zoffoli  swaggers 
like  Jagger;  were  the  play 
melodrama  instead  of  poetic  slice- 
of-life,  we’d  boo  him. 

Seelye  Smith  brings  a  dimension 
to  Gwen  Landis  that  Swoosie 
Kurtz  left  out;  she  makes  us  love 
the  abrasive,  self-possessed  person 
despite  herself.  She  makes  what 
could  be  caricature  into  someone 
loudly  human. 

Deborah  Battis,  in  what  1  con¬ 
sider  the  play’s  most  difficult  role 
(unlike  Smith,  she  gets  few 
dynamite  lines  to  express  her  over¬ 
whelming  frustration),  brings 
quiet  but  potent  fury  to  June 
Talley.  As  in  real  life,  it  is  much 
more  difficult  to  play  a  quietly 
unhappy  person  than  one  noisily 
so.  Even  Battis’  hair-combing 
seems  to  emit  repressed  screams. 

Janet  Kenney’s  Shirley  Talley, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  so  loud  at 
times  one  wants  to  recoil  —  but 
this  remarkable  actress  made  me 


believe  she  was  14,  made  me 
remember  my  own  furious  desires 
to  be  something  other  than  a  gay 
kid  in  a  five-room  bungalow  in 
suburbia.  Shirley  Talley  has  19 
rooms  to  feel  thwarted  in  and 
trunks  filled  with  ancestral 
clothing  to  express  moods 
through,  but  confusion  transcends 
class  lines  and  Kenney  has  a 
scream  that  could  be  a  show- 
stopper  if  this  were  the  sort  of 
show  anything  short  of  death 
could  stop. 

Nell  Sykes  as  Aunt  Sally  Talley 
Friedman  is  superb.  Her  approach 
is  more  like  Battis’  than  Kenney’s; 
Sykes  is  such  a  minimalist  that  at 


times  one  forgets  she  is  sitting 
there  in  her  housedress  —  but 
when  the  smoke  of  the  noisier 
characters  dissipates  she  glows. 

Finally  there  is  Joshua  Perlstein 
as  Weston  Hurley,  burned  out  — 
by  drugs?  by  music?  by  being 
born  in  the  wrong  century? 
Hurley  could,  in  the  hands  and 
mouth  of  a  lesser  actor,  be 
misconstrued  as  a  ludicrous  per¬ 
son.  He  is  slow-speaking,  slow- 
understanding,  and  what  he  says 
is  fragmentary  at  best.  Keeping 
this  character  out  of  the  realm  of 
'parody  is  bravura  acting. 

Pam  Knauert’s  “reversible”  set 
(Act  1  inside.  Act  11  outside,  with 
the  same  wall)  is  perfect:  func¬ 
tional  and  handsome;  and  Gene 
Mignola’s  costumes  certainly  look 
like  they  have  long  resided  in  the 
various  character’s  closets.  One 
can  readily  envision  Gwen  run¬ 
ning  about  on  coke  pulling  all 
these  Midleresque  garments  off 
the  racks  of  her  travels. 

There  isn’t  a  false  move  in  the 
production.  Judy  Braha  is  easily 
Boston’s  finest  director.  If  you 
shake  your  head  at  such 
superlatives  you  have  until 
November  6  to  head  for  the  New 
Ehrlich  Theater  to  try  to  prove  me 
gaga.  I’ll  probably  be  there  —  for 
1  intend  returning  “home”  more 
often  than  usual  —  holiday  or  no. 


In  this  play  familial  (love)  ties  not 
only  defy  categorizations,  they  vir¬ 
tually  ignore  them. 


Homoerotic 


Con  tinned  from  page  14 

teresting  I’ve  seen  in  a  long  time, 
and  worth  seeing  even  if  you  hate 
David  Bowie  and  couldn’t  care  less 
about  codes  of  honor.  Toichiro 
Nashimura’s  cinematography  — 

Fantastic 

Continued  from  page  15 

and  isn’t  possible  is  liberating. 

1  wouldn’t  argue  down  the  line 
that  all  juggling  is  gay  and  that  all 
family  dramas  are  not.  But  it  is  in¬ 
teresting  to  see  how  different 
entertainments  inform  their 


cool  colors  and  straight  lines  for 
the  Japanese  at  meditation,  murky 
light  and  chaotic  shapes  for  the 
POW  tent  —  and  Sakamoto’s 
gorgeous  soundtrack  deserve  your 
five  dollars. 


audiences.  Theater  is  one  way 
people  learn  to  look  at  the  world 
and  1  guess  I’d  rather  think  it’s 
possible  to  keep  15  objects  afloat 
in  mid-air  than  to  understand  the 
world  through  the  actions  of  five 
men  in  Connecticut. 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropraetor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


LICENSED  PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


BRUCE  E.  MASSARSKY,  M.S.W.,  L.I.C.S.W. 

THE  DOWNTOWN  PSYCHOLOGICAL  ASSOCIATES 

PERSONALIZED  individual,  couple  and  group  therapy 

DAYS:  (617)  227-4898  89  STATE  STREET 

EVENINGS:  734-2587  SUITE  3(X) 

BY  APPOINTMENT  BOSTON.  MA.  02109 

HAVE  YOUR  LIFE  WORK  FOR  YOU 


WARD,  RIZZO  &  LUND 
Attorneys  at  Law 

is  pleased  to  announce 
the  relocation  of  our  offices 
to  the  Back  Bay 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11 
(at  Massachusetts  Avenue) 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


John  P.  Ward  Cindy  T.  Rizzo  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  H.  Platner 

Michael  A.  Schofield,  Office  Manager 
Karen  Kahn,  Office  Clerk 


Gay  Men's  Therapy  Group 


The  focus  of  this  group  is  intimacy— a  source  of  conflict  for 
many  gay  men.  The  group  will  explore  the  difficulties  in 
establishing  closeness  with  lovers  and/or  friends.  Through 
interaction  in  the  group,  members  can  implement  new, 
healthier  ways  of  meeting  one's  intimacy  needs. 

Insurance  accepted  •  Group  starts  mid-October 

contact  Jim  Fishman,  Licsw 
at  262-7633 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
We  made  it  up  to  Maine. 

We  made  it  to  the  farm. 

Antigone  again. 

I  tried  to  keep  you  warm. 

We  found  the  apples  too, 
so  juicy  and  so  crisp. 

I  wish  that  they  pleased  you. 

But  you  don’t  like  the  whisp¬ 
er  of  sourness  they 
impart.  The  dourness 
overwhelming  the  gay, 
the  musts  devouring  ourness. 

But  the  scan  was  good, 
though  the  stomach’s  queer 
and  my  rotten  wood 
should  last  another  year. 

AM  my  love.  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

How  are  your  leaves?  Have  they  run  yet 
red  and  gold?  Now  is  the  time  to  get  the 
McCouns.  Try  them.  They  won’t  last 
long,  so  eat  them  right  away.  There’s 
nothing  like  them,  but  they  have  to  be 
very  hard  and  crisp.  Worth  whatever 
they  cost.  Run  to  Gould  Hill  and  see  if 
they  have  any. _ 

GET  SMART! 

The  rumor  is  that  folks  who  advertise  in 
the  GCN  Classifieds  get  whatever  they 
are  looking  for.  Try  us.  We  reach  the 
audierice  you  want  to  contact. 

GWM  32  6'2"  185,  masc  attr  tired  of 
bars  &  plastic  scene.  Looking  for  sin¬ 
cere,  fun-loving  sensual  GM  25-35  who 
is  willing  to  spend  time  working  on  a 
relationship.  Do  you  know  how  to  live, 
love  &  laugh?  GCN  Box  732. _ (1^ 

GADSDEN  ALA 

Emma  Sansom  HS  1949-53  I  was  there, 
were  you?  Let's  get  reacquainted! 
Write  GCN  Box  733. _ (If) 

SE  MASS  AND  Rl  WOMEN 
Old-fashioned  L  27  would  like  to  meet 
new  friends/companions.  My  interests 
include  outdoor  sports  &  indoor  games, 
old  movies  &  music,  varied  conversa¬ 
tion  &  new  learning  experiences.  Pis 
wrte  GCN  Bx  734.  (1^ 

SHARE  ACTIVITIES,  THOUGHTS 
25  yo  br/br,  190  lb  GWM  premed  student 
sks  friend  who,  like  me,  is  conscien¬ 
tious  about  physical  fitness  &  school. 
Let’s  spend  time  together  to  make  day- 
to-day  life  happier.  POB  445,  Brookline, 
MA  02146. _ (1^ 

Herpes  victim,  good  looking,  GWM, 
5'9",  140  lb,  23,  sks  relationship  with 
others  18-30.  GCN  Box  735. _ (1^ 

Average  guy  looking  for  same,  tired  of 
bars,  one  nighters  then  maybe  you  too 
Would  like  to  develop  a  1  to  1  type  rela¬ 
tionship  in  your  personal  life  &  for  the 
right  guy  also  your  business  life.  I  am 
self-employed  in  Fla  &  Northern  NY. 
5'8",  brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  med  build, 
in  my  forties,  not  into  drugs  or  hard 
drinking,  no  Adonis,  but  not  looking  for 
one,  just  a  down  to  earth  type  guy  who 
appreciates  real  values,  will  share  If  all, 
your  photo  gets  mine.  Answer  only  if 
you  are  sincere.  120  Russ  SI,  Marianna, 
FL  32446. _  (13) 

FRENCH  VETNAMES  OTHERS  OK 
WM  59  sks  houseboy  25-45  no  facial 
hair  room  board/expense  allowance 
$1 50/mo  personal  relocation  Itr  phone  ff 
nude  photo  to  TW  Box  93,  Bonneau,  SC 
29431. _ (1^ 

JACK  JACK  DON'T  LOOK  BACK 

You've  been  quick  and  nimble  and 
jumped  over  more  than  a  candlestick. 
Which  rhymes  with  lots  of  things. 
Congratulations.  But  maybe  you  don't 
read  us  anymore.  Alas. _ 

RUN  COUNTESS  RUN 
You  looked  wonderful  sprinting  down 
Arlington  St.  Want  to  try  to  outrun 
Benoit  together  next  year?  Ms  Mush 
Mouth. _ [14) 

Share  secluded  small  farm  w/  yng  M  or 
Ret  M  on  SS.  Small  stock  like  dis  Viet¬ 
nam  vet.  Nr  tourist  area  Rt  9  West 
Wore.  Good  hunt,  fish  area.  (617) 
347-3866  in  pm. _ (15) 

Sk  lesbian  bookbinder  who  offered  to 
do  my  Dickens  set.  Please  contact  me 
at  354-0650.  You  had  previously  house- 
sat  on  Willard  St,  Cambridge. _ (15) 

STRAIGHT  JOB  BLUES 
JLF  34  attractive  professional  athletic 
articulate  witty  discreet  seeks  mature 
woman  w/  broad  shoulders  kind  face 
for  sexual  encounter.  If  you  smoke  or 
are  in-  a  relationship  or  hv  sexually 
transmittable  disease,  don't  reply.  GCN 
Box  736. _ _ (23 

THE  CHORAL  MAJORITY  SINGS 

Hear  "Amazing  Gays,"  “Dyke  the 
Halls,"  and  much  more  on  The  Choral 
Majority's  greatest  hits  cassette  $6.00 
&  sing  along  with  The  Hymnal,  Words  & 
Music  $4.00  -t-  50«  postage.  964  Valen¬ 
cia,  SF,  CA  94110. _ 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISERS 
Please  send  me  anecdotes  about  the 
experiences  you  have  had  as  a  result  of 
either  placing  or  answering  a  GCN  per¬ 
sonal.  I  want  to  write  a  piece  about  it. 
Everything  will  be  done  very  discreetly. 
Tell  me  if  you  want  me  not  to  use  your 
name  and  I  will  definitely  not  use  it. 
Just  send  info  to  Walker.  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St,  5th  Floor,  Boston.  MA 
02111.  Thank  you  very  much. _ 

GAY  AIRWAVES 

Updated  list  of  gay  radio  and  cable  T\ 
shows  in  US,  Canada,  and  abroad.  $1 
and  SASE,  John  Zeh,  GCGC,  Box  19158, 
Cincinnati.  OH  45219. _ [c) 
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IMMUNE  SYSTEM  THERAPY 

Arica  Vortex  &  Chua'Ka  Massage 
guarantees  Rejuvenated  Immune 
System,  Vital  Energy  &  Zest,for  Life. 
Removes  Pain,  Fears  &  Toxins  from 
Body/Mind.  Also  new  BIOENERGY 
HEALING  as  seen  on  TV  for  chronic 
untreatable  illness,  Wt  Loss,  Smok¬ 
ing,  Phobias.  9am-6pm. 

536-6336 


Roses  are  red 
Violets  are  bluish 
It's  exciting  to  be 
Both  gay  and  Jewish 
I  know  it's  peculiar 
But  I  wanna  cheer. 

Lei  s  hear  it  for  ethnic 

Let's  hear  it  for  queer! _ _ 

RELATIONSHIP  ORIENTED 
GBM  Pisces  22  yo  6',  160  lb,  romantic  & 
loyal  seeks  act  GWM,  20  to  36,  Scorp, 
Leo,  Can,  Capr,  pref.  U  must  be  loyal  & 
affectionate.  No  fats,  s/m,  ferns,  mar¬ 
ried  men.  I  enjoy  music,  theatre,  movies 
and  fun.  GCN  Box  725. _ (11) 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS!! 

People  have  been  leaving  classifieds 
downstairs  by  our  front  door  early  in 
the  morning  (late  at  night???).  Please, 
do  not  do  that.  We  often  do  not  receive 
them.  Thank  you. 


AUSTRALIAN  would  like  pen  pals,  par¬ 
ticularly  blacks.  Retired,  easy-going, 
raises  orchids  and  cacti  for  hobby. 
Many  interests.  Write  Neil  Drummond, 
15  Woods  St..  Norwood,  South 
Australia  5067. 


LF  40  yo  Intel,  professional  LARGE 
GODDESS  sks  same  35  +  for  long  term 
lover/friend.  Likes  laughter,  loving,  art, 
writing,  music,  quiet  times,  ocean,  talk¬ 
ing,  listening,  animals.  Must  want  shar¬ 
ing/caring  rela,  think  big  is  beautiful. 
Nonsmoker.  Am  in  Prov,  Rl  comfortably 
commutableOK.  GCN  Box  728.  (13) 

Bos  LF  articulate,  sensitive,  attr,  & 
bright  sks  same  29  -l-  to  enjoy  the  many 
colors  of  fall.  I  love  country  inns,  choco¬ 
late,  the  Mass  coast,  cafes  &  romantic 
eves.  Pis  write  GCN  Box  729  &  tell  me 
about  you.  _  (13) 

If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you've  reaJ  and  don’t  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  fo?  “crimes  of 
love"  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

$$HORT  $$TORY 

Mary  had  a  little  store. 

Louise  had  one  as  well. 

They  each  took  out  a  classified. 

And  now  their  coffers  swell. 

Try  a  GCN  Classified. 

Our  Ads  get  results! ! ! 


Sensitive  GM  57  sks  same  in  40s  or  50s. 
Object:  Friendship  and  intimacy.  GCN 
Box  721. _ _ Q5) 

ADVERTISERS,  PAST  AND  PRESENT 
AND  YET  TO  COME 

Greet  your  friends 
or  your  foes 
in  our  classified  pages 
and  you’ll  be  remembered 
for  ages  and  ages. 

Be  counted 
a  midst  the  lucky  few 
while  we  still  have 
some  space  for  you!!! 

(Try  us,  you’ll  like  us. 

Most  of  our  readers  turn  to  the 
Classifieds  First!) _ 


GRADUATES  OF  HOFSTRA 

If  you  attended  Hofstra  any  time  from 
1952  to  1956,  please  write  to  GCN,  Box 
625.  I’ve  wondered  for  a  long  time  if  any 
of  you  were  like  me.  It  was  a  long  time 
ago;  the  Playhouse  was  not  yet  built. 
The  girls’  gym  was  a  Quonset  hut, 
remember???  Please  contact.  Every¬ 
thing  will  be  strictly  confidential.  It 
might  be  fun  to  talk  over  old 
unliberated  times  . . .  Replies  sought 
from  both  men  and  women. 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

COOL  18  WHEELER  DRIVER 
Looking  for  friends  when  I  lay  over  in 
Peabody  Aliston  Springfield  area.  I  dig 
yng  slim  guys  w/  long  hair  &  tight  jeans. 
Send  phone  #  to  PO  Box  208  Port  Read- 
ing.NJ  07064. _  (15) 

TRADING  POST 

We  are  beginning  a  new  category  for 
those  who  want  to  trade  goods  and/or 
services.  Think  about  it.  Maybe  you 
have  a  talent  and  you  need  something 
done.  Offer  your  skill  in  exchange  for 
someone  else’s.  Or  maybe  someone 
gave  you  a  coffee  maker  for  Christmas 
and  you  have  a  coffee  maker,  but  you 
don't  have  a  blender.  So  offer  to  swap 
.  .  .  Got  the  idea???  The  only  rule  is 
that  no  money  is  to  change  hands. 

PUBLICATIONS _ 

The  Gay  Caballero  Magazine— pub¬ 
lished  every  month.  For  mature  adults. 
1  yr  subscription  $30.  +  free  personal 
ad  (30  words  or  less).  Mail  ck  or  money 
order  to  Sam  McVicker,  publisher,  203 
Pine  St,  Johnstown.  PA  15902. _ (13) 
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ATTENTION!! 

ALL  CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISERS 

As  Of  Volume  11,  Number  1,  the  classified  rates 
go  up.  Any  ads  received  with  incorrect  payments 
will  be  returned,  so  it  is  to  your  advantage  to  pay 
at  the  new  rates.  (See  ad  form.)  This  was  a 
necessary  increase.  We  hope  it  will  not  pinch  any¬ 
one  too  seriously.  Thank  you  for  your  patience 
and  cooperation. .  .and  your  money!! 


Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible  soc¬ 
ialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  &  uni¬ 
que  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we’re  "invaluable.’’  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don’t  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N,  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL  60622.  (29)  (30x) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  is¬ 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN, 
33W17thSt.,NYNY10011. _ (ex) 

Monthly  calendar  of  women's  events  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont, 
$1  for  sample  issue,  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235,  Con- 
toocook.NH  03229. _ (15) 

PLEXUS 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Women’s 
Newspaper  since  1974  brings  you  mon¬ 
thly  feminist  news,  reviews,  features, 
community  forum,  calendar  &  more. 
Subs  are  just  $8/yr;  sample  copy  $1.  545 
Athol  Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94606.  (1/mo) 

Free  T-Shirt  with  $35  mail  order!  An¬ 
notated  Lesbian/Feminist  bk  &  record 
catalog  for  two  20'  stamps.  Womankind 
Books,  Dept  GCN.  10  W.  Carver  St.. 
Huntington,  NY  11743.  MasterCard  & 
Visa! 


Socialist-Feminism  Discussion 
Bulletin;  articles  on:  Trends  in  the 
women's  mvt,  reproductive  rgts,  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  community  org,  wk- 
ing  women,  soc-fem  theory.  Available 
from:  SOLIDARITY,  A  SOCIALIST- 
FEMINIST  NETWORK,  725  O'Farrell 
#35,  SF.  CA  94109.  (415)  775-7213.  ($3.95 
including  postage.) _ _ _ (c) 

Special  issue  of  CHANGES  on  Femin¬ 
ism  published  jointly  by  Solidarity:  A 
Socialist  Feminist  Network  and  the  in¬ 
ternational  Socialists.  Includes  article 
by  Nancy  Wechsler  on  the  lesbian/gay 
movement,  Wally  Silanpoa  on  personal 
politics  as  well  as  articles  on  women’s 
liberation,  reproductive  rights,  women 
and  the  disarmament  movement,  and 
more.  Available  for  $2.50  (includes 
postage)  from  SOLIDARITY,  725  O'Far- 
rell  #35,  SF,  CA  94109  or  from  Nancy 
Wechsler,  c/oGCN,  167  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


MOVERS _ 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 
Gay  owned  and  operated 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
_ 522-0826. _ (10) 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


DORCHESTER  ASHMONT 
6  rms — 3  bdrms  recently  renovated. 
D/w,  disposal,  walk  1  bik  to  Red  Line. 
$550/mo  heated.  Good  refs,  one  mnth 
security  in  advance.  Avail  Nov  1.  Call 
265-0348,  leave  message.  (17) 

DORCHESTER  RONAN  PARK 
Nicely  decorated  owners  apt  looking 
for  caring  occupants  2  bdrm  -i-  den, 
modern  bath,  oak  floors,  insulated, 
close  to  T,  $400  -f  utils.  No  dogs.  Open 
house  Sunday  noon-3:00. 265-9484.  (1 4) 

OFFICE  SPACE 

OFFICE  SPACE 

Near  Harvard  Sq.  Avail  immed.  DOB 
has  600  sf  to  share  with  therapists, 
advocacy  groups,  human  services.  Day¬ 
time  use.  $250/mo  for  co-tenant.  Call 
864-9275  or  641-0788.  Leave  message 
saying  "office  space,”  your  name  and 
number. _ (15) 

ROOMMATES _ 

Beacon  Hill:  GM  20-25  for  2  bd/2  bth 
apt.  Joy  St.  Avail  Nov  1.  Prof/stud  prf, . 
$325  inc  ht/hw.  1st  &  last  req.  Serious 
only.  Call  720-1412. _  (14) 

2  LF  sk  3rd  for  hshid  in  Newton  Cnr, 
warm  space,  semicoop,  veggie,  no  cigs. 
Nr  buses  to  Bos  &  Cam.  Avail  Nov  1. 
Call  Suesee  or  Nina  332-6739. _ (14) 

2  GM  smkrs  sk  quiet,  stable  GM  or  F  tor 
Aliston  apt  w/  view.  Avail  11/1.  $210  inc 
ht.  David  426-4469  days,  John  734-6549 
after  5,  (c) 

2  lesbians,  2  GM  sk  rmte  to  fill  their  fun- 
loving,  spacious  Cambridgeport  home. 
Pref  lesbian  in  her  late  20s  (at  least). 
Vegetarian,  feminist,  political,  collec¬ 
tive  house  w/  nice  yard.  $169  +  last 
month.  Call  Jeremy  days  at  542-0144  or 
leave  message  for  him  at  426-4469.  (c) 

2  LF  seek  same  25  -i-  to  share  apt.  'A  -i- 
rent.  924-0964  after  7  pm.  Watertown. 

(M 

GWF  sks  M  or  F  to  share  2  bdrm  1  'A  bth 
townhouse  xtras  washer/dryer  club¬ 
house  w/  indoor  pool  &  sauna.  10  min 
walk  to  T.  Malden,  350  -i-  utils,  Nov 
occup.  324-3790  after  6  pm. _ (1^ 

Newton:  2  LF  sk  1  LF  25 -i-  for  roomy, 
very  attractive  house.  Quiet,  safe  area. 
Trees,  garden,  porch,  wAd,  ww,  fire¬ 
place,  parking.  Minutes  from  T,  Pike, 
128.  Warm  independent  living.  No  more 
pets.  $275  -I-  low  util.  A  very  nice  place 
to  live.  244-0910. _ (14) 

FABULOUS  W  SOMERVILLE 
2  GM  sk  same  for  friendly/indep  house¬ 
hold  in  Davis  Sq.  Share  food  &  meals, 
chores,  etc.  $166  util.  Non-smoker, 
no  pets,  please.  776-6377. _ (c) 


Boston  Unitarlan-Universalist  Gays  & 
Lesbians  spons9rs  a  potiuck  supper 
3rd  Sun  of  every  month  at  6:30  at  Arling¬ 
ton  St  Church,  355  Boylston  St,  Boston, 
Next  meeting  Oct  16,  Join  us  for  good 
food  &  good  talk.  Call  653-0730  or 
647-0244  for  info. _ (15) 

DOB. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  in  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where 
to  stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and 
which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us 
to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-18(X) 
from  noon  til  midnight. 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potiuck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar, 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb,  MA  02238. 


NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  Includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 


WOMEN  PRINTERS 
Typesetters,  press  operators,  strippers, 
bindery-workers  are  invited  to  join  us  In 
regular  potiuck  meetings.  Compare 
notes  about  your  job  —  hear  Informal 
talks  on  occupational  safety,  union 
organizing,  etc.  —  help  work  on  a  news¬ 
letter  and  other  projects.  For  meeting 
times  and  locations  call  547-5038. 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm.  Sun  2-5  pm, 
536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 16. _ (c) 


APARTMENTS 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form). 


ORGANIZATIONS 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA  —  GCNAD,  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  NY  10018.  (48) 


LESBIAN  NRSG  SUPPORT  GRP 
Lesb  nurses  interested  in  starting  Bos¬ 
ton  area  grp  (monthly  potiucks)  for  sup¬ 
port,  info  exchange  re:  alternative 
health  practices  (polarity,  massage, 
ther  touch  etc),  call  484-9346  and  leave 
message. _ (11) 


Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be 
prepaid.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCA/  is  a 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone 
numbers  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in 
your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O. 
payable  to  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St.. 
5Ui  FI.  Boston,  mA  02111. 

Business:  $7.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line),  50c  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1 .00 
for  25  units. 

Non-Business:  $5.oo '  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line);  each  additional  line  25c.  Headlines  50c  for  25 
units. 

Box  numbers  are  $1.00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up 
mail  at  the  GCN  office  Mon.-Fri.,  10-6.  If  you  wish 
your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks, 
$6.00  for  3  months.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of 
the  3rd  and  Bth  weeks. 

Name  _ City 

Address _ 


Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch. 
Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under. 


ACCOMMODATIONS  APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE 

INSTRUCTION  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES  JOBS  WANTED 

JUST  FRIENDS  LOST  &  FOUND  MISCELLANEOUS 

MOVERS  ORGANIZATIONS  PENPALS 

PERSONALS  PRISONERS  PUBLICATIONS 

REAL  ESTATE  RESORTS  RIDES 

ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 

Headlines . at  $  per  wk.  $ 

First  4  lines . at  $  per  wk.  $ 


Each  additional  line  at  $  .  _  perwk.  $ 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.(X)/6  weeks  S 

Forward  Box  No.  at  $4  (X)/6  weeks  $ 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $ 

Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  $ 


_ State 

Zip _ Phone 


Please  print  neatly,  use  shaded  area  for  headlines  and  additional  lines. 
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Classifieds 

GAY  MEN  S  COVEN 
Exploring  our  spirituality  in  WICCA  ser¬ 
ious  students  in  NYC  &  Seattle.  SASE. 
pis— Kathexis  PO  Box  4538,  Sunnyside. 
NY  11104, _ 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymede  Society  who 
are  forming  now.  Write;  Ganymede 
Society,  c/o  Karl  VolK,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 

GCN  SPECIALS 

TYPEWRITER  TABLE 
We  need  a  taple  for  one  of  our  type¬ 
writers  so  we  can  roll  if  around  instead 
of  having  to  carry  it.  Most  of  us  have 
bad  backs.  We  could  use  one  about  16' 
X  20'.  If  you  wish  to  bestow  one  upon 
us,  please  call  Mike  at  426-4469.  Thank 
•you. _ , 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
if  race  Is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 


If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you’ve  read  and  don't  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  for  "crimes  of 
love"  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469 

BED  US! 

Well,  cot  us,  anyway.  We  would  really 
appreciate  it  if  someone  would  give  us 
a  cot  or  two.  We  have  several  staffers 
with  bad  backs  and  a  cot  to  lie  down  on 
during  the  day  would  help  them  tremen¬ 
dously.  If  you  want  to  give  us  one. 
please  call  Michael  426-4469.  Thanks. 

MICROFILM  READER  WANTED 
The  GCN  staff  would  love  to  be  able  to 
read  Its  back  Issues  on  microfilm,  but 
cannot  afford  to  buy  a  film  reader.  If 
anyone  has  access  to  a  used  one  or 
would  like  to  donate  one  to  the  office, 
please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISERS 

Please  send  me  anecdotes  about  the 
experiences  you  have  had  as  a  result  of 
either  placing  or  answering  a  GCN  per¬ 
sonal.  I  want  to  write  a  piece  about  it. 
Everything  will  be  done  very  discreetly. 
Tell  me  if  you  want  me  not  to  use  your 
name  and  I  will  definitely  not  use  it. 
Jtist  send  info  to  Walker,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  Thank  you  very  much. 


People  have  been  leaving  classifieds 
downstairs  by  our  front  door  early  in 
Ihe  morning  (late  at  night???)  Please, 
do  not  do  that.  We  often  do  not  receive 
them.  Thank  you. _ 

DEAR  TYPISTS. 

The  election's  coming  up  &  you  know 
what  that  means:  the  words  are  flying! 
GCN  needs  volunteer  typists  to  help 
transcibe  taped  interviews  with  The 
Candidates.  Here's  your  chance  to  hear 
those  campaign  promises  firsthand. 
Call  Larry  at  426-4469. 

AND  IF  YOU  CAN'T  TYPE 
You  can  still  help  GCN  (and  the  typists) 
by  sending  us  your  old  unwanted  (or 
new)  transcription  machine.  We  need  a 
dictaphone-type  machine,  with  a  foot 
pedal,  that  takes  standard  tape  casset- 
tes.  Call  Larry  at  426-4469.  Thanks. 

If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you've  read  and  don't  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in* for  "crimes  of 
love"  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

$$HORT  SSTORY 
Mary  had  a  little  store. 

Louise  had  one  as  well. 

They  each  took  out  a  classified. 

And  now  their  coffers  swell. 

Try  a  GCN  Classified. 

Our  Ads  get  results!!! 


ATTENTION!! 

ALL  CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISERS 

As  of  Volume  11,  Number  1,  Ihe 
classified  rates  go  up.  Any  ads 
received  with  incorrect  payments 
will  be  returned,  so  it  Is  to  your  ad¬ 
vantage  to  pay  at  the  new  rates. 
(See  ad  form.)  This  was  a  necessary 
increase.  We  hope  it  will  not  pinch 
anyone  too  seriously.  Thank  you  for 
your  patience  and  cooperation  .  . . 
and  your  money!! 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

CHECK'ER  OUT! 

At  the  Check'er  Inn.  Dbl  rms  coffee 
parking  come  enjoy  Indian  Summer. 
Call  487-9029.  25  Winthrop  P'town,  MA 
02657.  MC/VISA  ok.  Open  year 
round! _ _ _  (15) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Disabled  lady  living  in  poverty  desper¬ 
ately  needs  financial  help.  Caring  peo¬ 
ple  help  greatly  appreciated.  Cath  Box 
2204  Quincy  MA  02269.  _ (12) 


REAL  ESTATE _ 

TRURO 

Condominiums  in  the  woods;  newly 
renovated,  1  to  4  rooms,  seasonal,  near 
beaches  and  village  center.  Close  to 
Provincetown.  $20,000  to  $55,000.  Man¬ 
agement  Unlimited,  Inc  (617)  349- 
6516.  _  (20?) 

SOUTH  END 

Excel  location  nr  Union  Pk  w/  lots  &  lots 
of  Victorian  detail.  Bonus:  Great  stor¬ 
age,  priced  for  quick  sale.  52,000 
owner's  agent  232-0320.  (14) 

RESORTS 


VERMONT 


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Spend  a  wkend  in  VT  this  Autumn.  Foli¬ 
age.  flea  mkts.  walks  in  the  woods.  Bed 
&  bkfst  for  lesbians  &  gay  men— $80/ 
couple  per  weekend  only.  Reserv 
please.  Dave  &  Mike.  (802)  348-7840. 

GREENHOPE  FARM 
A  lesbian  retreat  4  hrs  from  Boston  in 
Vermont's  Green  Mts.  Cozy,  fireplace. 
Delicious  veg  meals.  Country  hospital¬ 
ity.  Farm  animals.  Beautiful  hiking 
trails.  Call  (802)533-7772. _ (14) 

CALIFORNIA 

San  Francisco.  Bed-By-The-Bay 
Bed-Breakfast.  Your  choice  of  50 
private  Gay  homes.  1155  Bosworth, 
94131.(415)  334-7262. _ (16) 


MASSACHUSETTS 


SPECIAL  OFF  SEASON  RATES 
Enjoy  P’town  In  Autumn.  THE  GREEN¬ 
HOUSE,  women  owned  and  operated 
guesthouse.  18  Pearl  St— Box  22,  Prov- 
incetown,  M A  02657.  (617)  487-2210.  (?) 


FOR  SALE 


For  Sale:  1970  Karmann  Ghia.  Engine 
runs,  needs  rebuilding  Body  fair,  in¬ 
terior  &  chassis  good.  $250  or  best  of- 
fer.  648-7612,  7-10  PM. _ (c) 


PAT  BOND  READS  ON  TAPE 

Pat  Bond  reads  “The  Songs  of  Belitis," 
erotic  lesbian  poetry.  The  tape  is  $10 
plus  $1.00  postage  &  handling.  To:  Pat 
Bond,  211  Canal  #11,  San  Rafael,  CA 
94901. _ _ (^ 
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GAY  RUBICS  CUBE 
Shows  6  hot  nude  men.  Great  gift.  Only 
$6.50  plus  $2.00  postage.  The  Shop, 
4216  Melrose  Ave,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
90029. _ _ _ 

Tiffany  Lamps.  Closed  Restaurant.  Will 
sell  all  handmade  stained  glass  lamps. 
Call  431-7390. _  (17) 

VW  BEETLE  1969  descended  from  a 
long  line  of  queer  owners.  Very  depend¬ 
able.  Starts  in  sub-zero  weather.  Tires 
good.  Rust  bad.  $300  or  best  offer.  Call 
Jil  at  253-4271  or  524-7390. _ (c) 

NEED  MONEY 

For  Sale:  Honda  350  CL,  on  or  off  road 
bike;  $400  or  BO:  Gibson  SG  Bass  Amp: 
$200:  Oiivetti  Copia  II  copier,  roll  fed, 
wet  copier;  $150  or  BO.  Call  Sherry  at 
426-4469  weekdays.  (c) 

SERVICES _ 

COUNSELING— PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves,  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS. _ (M) 

HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 
Call  James  782-7615. 

TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Let  GCN  typeset  your 
resume,  flier,  brochure,  newsletter, 
magazine.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Nancy 
Wechsler. _ 

THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  LESBIANS 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  is 
now  forming  a  support  group  for  les¬ 
bians  in  close  relationships  with  incest 
survivors  (lovers,  friends,  family  mem¬ 
bers).  For  info  &  appt  call  GLCS,  (617) 
542-5188.  Sliding  fee  scale,  insurance 
accepted. _ (^ 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)353-0225  for  appt. 


GAY  MEN'S  WEEKEND 
Weekend  workshop  in  the  country  to 
explore  and  clarify  what  being  gay  men 
means  collectively  &  individually.  Call 
Francis  628-6988. 


Interior  Painting 

Top  Quality  Work^Reasonable  Prices 

Free  Estimates  References 

Tom  or  Dave  723-3641  evenings.  (14) 

CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  in  my  home  on  Bea-, 
con  Hill.  Days  &  some  eves  avail.  Barb, 
523-3772.  You’ll  be  glad  you  called,  and 
so  will  your  very  special  child. 

NORTH  SHORE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
Counseling  Program  offers  3  groups 
THERAPY-SUPPORT  GROUP  FOR  LES- 
BiANS  issues  of  intimacy,  relation¬ 
ships  COMING  OUT  GROUP  FOR  MEN 
ongoing  meets  Tuesday  evenings  — has 
openings  THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY 
MEN  issues  of  lifestyles,  relationships 
starting,  will  meet  Monday  evenings 
BC/BS,  Medicaid.  Private  Insurance 
Sliding  scale  fee.  affordable  to  all  more 
info  call  744-5322  or  write  GLCP  47  Con- 

gress  St.  Salem.  MA  01970. _  (14) 

Massage  for  women  combining  Esalen, 
Shiatsu,  and  Swedish  techs.  Sat  appts 
avail.  Sliding  scale  from  $15.  Call 
926-5626.  (Nr  T  from  Harv  Sq.)  (14) 

THERAPY  GROUPS  FOR  GAY  MEN 
Say  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  is 
now  forming  general  issues  &  coming 
out  therapy  groups  for  gay  men.  For  in¬ 
fo  &  appt  call  GLCS,  (617)  542-5188. 
Sliding  fee  scale,  insurance  accepted. 
_ _ _ Jc) 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  STUDY  GROUP 
Offers  introductory  counseling 
courses,  peer  counseling,  supervision 
groups,  low  &  moderate  fee  psychother- 
apy.  576-0889. _ (1^ 


Counseling  for  Individuals, 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 
Insurance  Now  Accepted 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  739-7803 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

MEDICAL  RECORDS  SUPVR 
Gay  oriented  medical  clinic  seeks  25  hr/ 
wk  A.R.T.  or  R.R.A.  eligible  supervisor 
w/  experience.  Excelient  salary  &  bene¬ 
fits.  Send  resume  to  Exec  Dir,  FCHC,  16 
Haviland  St,  Boston  02115. _ (13) 

TRAVEL _ 

TRAVEL— KEY  WEST 
Free  Brochure  &  Map  Include: 
Accommodations-Restaurants-Shops-Bars 
Write:  Key  West  Business  Guild 
P.O.  Box  1208  GC  Key  West,  FL  33040 
(305)  296-7535 _ (12-?) 


Nomi  sm 
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TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
Ansrchisl). 


This  is  my  first  experience  with  your 
rag  and  I  think  its  real  fine.  The  people 
that  hipped  my  have  been  transferred 
to  another  location  so  I  won’t  be  able  to 
share  their  paper.  I  would  like  my  own 
paper.  Also  I  am  very  interested  in 
corresponding  with  gay  males  and 
females.  I’m  a  Chicana  prisoner,  a 
mellow  type  of  person  that  likes  to  have 
fun  and  am  a  libra  as  of  Oct  16,  1961. 
Gloria  CORRALES,  16271  MCU  32, 
Frontera  CA^1^2^ _ 

I  would  like  female  prisoriers  or  other 
gay  women  to  write  me.  I  also  would 
like  a  picture  enclosed,  but  not  re¬ 
quired.  I  really  need  people  to  write  me 
and  would  also  like  to  get  a  copy  of 
your  magazine.  Thank  you,  Cheryl 
WOLFE,  16531.  1479  Collins  Ave., 
Marysville  OH  43040. _ 


GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they 
are  donated  and  when  money  for 
postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal 
ads.  (There's  sometimes  a  long  waiting 
list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by 
little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 
please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  FL,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! 


SEX'  SEX'  SEX'  SEX'  SEX'  SEX.'/.' 

OK,  now  that  IWe  got  your  attention: 
in  the  near  future  we  hope  to  put 
together  some  “Freedom’s  Just" 
(prisoner  writings)  on  these  topics,  so 
get  out  your  pens  (or  typewriters,  U  you 
can  —  double-spaced,  please)  and  stop 
worrying  about  being  a  good  writer  and 
just  write  like  you  were  talking  to  a 
friend  about  something  you  care  about. 
(1)  Prisoners  writing  about  successes 
they’ve  had  with  changing  things,  and 
also  about  what  kinds  of  changes  are 
most  important  to  make  now;  (2)  case 
law  on  censorship  of  mail,  and  on 
sexual  harassment  and  the  misuse  of 
‘protective  custody’(segregation);  (3) 
poetry;  (4)  writings  about  your  relations 
with  people  in  different  races  and 
(economic)  classes  and  their  attitudes 
toward  gay  sex;  (S)  notes  on 
organizations  in  your  area  that  are 
helpful  to  prisoners  (publications,  legal 
help,  jobs  and  housing  resources  for 
parole  etc.)  We’re  interested  in  seeing 
things  from  people  both  inside  and  out. 
Thanks.  Enjoy. 

I  got  your  name  out  of  No  More  Cages 
and  would  like  very  much  to  receive 
your  paper.  I’m  a  lesbian  and  would 
also  like  to  have  my  name  added  to 
your  penpal  list.  But  I  don’t  want  no 
male  writers.  Alberta  ROSE,  14434-C. 
1479  Collins  Ave..  Marysville  OH  43040 


BOOKS! 

If  you  have  some  paperback  books  you 
would  like  to  send  to  a  particular  prisoner, 
or  to  prisoners  in  general,  you  can  send  it  to 
</(',V  and  we'll  forward  them  under  'cover' 
of  'Gf  '.V  Publications ',  giving  them  a  much 
better  chance  of  getting  in  (though  still  not 
certain.)  


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


Prisoners  H  'riling  Prisoners 
Many  prisons  don  'I  allow  their  prisoners  to 
write  prisoners  of  other  prisons.  Don't 
assume  that  if  your  prison  allows  you  to 
write  other  prisoners  that  all  prisons  must  he 
that  way.  They  aren't.  Many  frustrated 
prisoners  have  written  GCN  saying;  “Please 
let  the  prisoners  who've  written  me  know 
that  I  can't  answer  them.  ” 

This  is  NOT  to  discourage  you  from 
writing  each  other.  On  the  contrary!  Be 
think  it's  important  for  you  to  he  able  to 
help  each  other  out;  just  don't  get 
discouraged  thinking  that  other  prisoners 
Just  aren’t  answering  you  letters  because 
they  don '/  care.  It  may  he  that  their  prison 
won 't  let  them.  _ 


Well  I  wrote  RFD  and  asked  for  a  copy  (I 
saw  one  once  with  a  fairy  sitting  nude 
on  a  mushroom  that  I  liked).  If  you 
would  put  an  ad  in  for  me.  I’m  gay  but 
not  into  S&M  (I’d  only  let  a  man  hurt  me 
if  he  did  it  very  gently).  I'm  in  a  wheel 
chair  here  and  get  a  lot  of  abuse  for  it 
bJt  I’m  hoping  to  have  an  operation  and 
get  fixed  up.  Thanks  a  lot.  Jona 
SCHWEINOF,  PO  Box  E  —  119709 
(70-1-10)Med.  Ctr.,  Jackson  Ml  49204. 

I  do  like  to  read,  especially  about 
alternative  energy  and  lifestyles.  This 
institution  seems  pretty  liberal,  as  long 
as  it  isn’t  'hardcore'.  And  thank  you  for 
the  future  placement  of  my  ad.  I’ve  got 
to  admit  I’m  rather  curious  and  anxious 
to  see  if  and  what  responses  I  will  get. 
Joel  KROH,  170-184.  PO  Box  57.  Marion 
H  43302. 


ON  ‘COMING  our 
One  sure  way  to  make  It  hard  for 
prisoners  coming  out  of  prison  to  make 
It  on  the  outside  is  to  keep  them  from 
getting  Jobs  and  housing.  This  Is  just 
what  this  society  does  with  Its  at¬ 
titudes  toward  ex-prisoners.  Don’t  be 
surprised  If  a  penpal  asks  for  some 
help  In  finding  work  or  a  place  to  live. 
Their  getting  out  on  parole  this  year, 
rather  than  next,  may  depend  on  fin¬ 
ding  these  (or  a  ‘sponsor’),  and  their 
staying  out  will  certainly  depend  on  it. 
The  GCN  Prisoner  Project  is  always 
looking  for  Info  on  jobs  and  housing 
resources  In  all  regions  of  the  country. 

Start  your  own  prisoner  project  at  a 
prison  near  you  (the  most  effective 
place  to  be)  by  getting  together  and  up¬ 
dating  this  kind  of  Info  and  making  /t^ 
available  to  the  prisoners  who  are  com- 
Ing  out. _ _ 

/  found  your  address  in  the  communist  j 
marxist  weekly  called  Ihe  Guardian.  I  am  a ' 
poor  proletariat  prisoner  and  who  en¬ 
joys  all  forms  of  love  and  the  arts  and 
writing  to  friends.  Gary  THUMB,  Box 
7-14500,  Deer  Lodge  MT  59722. 
Androgynous,  alluring,  amity,  person 
sought  for  communication  purposes 
and  maybe  as  an  open  friend  by  mail. 
I’m  circumscribed,  unusual,  frank,  flexi¬ 
ble,  responsive,  and  hungry.  Prison  is 
such  a  lonely  place,  sometimes  I  just 
want  to  cry.  Kim  EMIG,  159973,  PO  Box 
911,  Ypsilanti  Ml  48197. _ 

23rd  Psalm  Revised 
My  mind  is  my  shepherd,  /  shall  always  I 
want.  It  maketh  me  to  see  truth  and  j 
strengthen  my  .soul  for  my  own  sake.  Yeah,  f 
/  walk  through  the  valley  knee  deep  in  .shit.  1 1 
fear  not  though  for  /  stand  on  the  shoulders  I 
of  believers.  Thou  preparesi  a  line  f>/| 
bullshit  in  the  presence  of  other  hypocrites  I 
who  anoint  my  head  with  lies.  My  mug  is  I 
empty.  Surely  greed  and  indifference  .shall  I 
follow  the  hypocrites  all  the  days  of  iheirl 
Itves  and  they  shall  dwell  in  the  pockets  q/| 
the  poor  forever. 

[This  is  by  David  Warren,  118720,  Box  1 
500,  Boydton  VA  23917,  who  would  | 
welcome  another  penpal  or  two. 
iDo  you  know  of  any  organizations  in  I 
;Houston?  I’d  really  like  to  make  contact  I 
with  someone  in  Texas,  possibly  close  j 
enough  so  that  a  visit  could  bel 
possible.  Are  there  any  gay  programs  in  j 
the  area?  Let  me  know  because  I’dl 
really  love  to  get  some  correspondence! 
going.  Thanks  so  much,  Mark  Alan! 
HOGE,  297439,  A1-1-10,  Rt  1  Box  1,] 
Huntsville  TX  77340. 


PRISON  ARTISTS!!! 

We  need  graphics!  About  the  width  of 
I  the  coiumns  in  this  section  and  done  in 
biack  ink  on  white  paper.  Things  that 
couid  iliustrate  the  kinds  of  pieces  in 
ffie  "Freedom’s  Just"  space  that  runs 
[now  and  then,  and  things  for  this  pen 
pa/  space.  Don’t  send  anything  you 
want  sent  back  (we  just  don't  have 
I  money  for  postage),  and  we  can't  pro¬ 
mise  to  put  everything  we  get  in  im 
mediateiy,  but  we’d  iike  to  have  this 
space  illustrated  by  prisoners 
themselves  so  don’t  be  bashful.  Get  out 
your  pens  and  draw  out  those  feelings 
and  thoughts  and  let  us  see  them 
Thanks. 


I  was  disturbed  about  the  way  you  talk 
ed  about  the  inmates  at  this  [Parchman 
MSj  prison  a  few  weeks  ago.  All  of  us 
are  not  ripoffs,  even  though  some  are 
But  why  should  the  rest  of  us  have  to 
[  pay  for  them?  Some  of  us  just  want 
friendship,  me  for  example.  Thank  you 
Patrick  PIERRE,  42528  R/D,  Parchman 
MS  38738. 


GM  42  heavy,  iBto  camping  and  out 
doors,  classical  music,  reading  and 
building  models.  Will  be  here  for  some 
I  time  and  would  like  to  hear  from  some 
gay  people  out  there.  Thanks.  Bernard 
Pat  DORAN,  17087,  PO  Box  7000,  Car 
'  son  City  NV  89702. 


I  am  pretty  easy  going  and  friendly  and 
very  open  about  myself.  I  enjoy  listen 
ing  to  almost  all  kinds  of  music  except 
country,  and  I  answer  my  mail  prompt- 
Jy.  Eric  DIETRICH,  CEC,  3100  Wright 
Rd,  Camarillo  CA  93010. 

rS  .Gr.« 
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THE  WflTOWaJ.  JWFQHinaWT 

“Let  Our  Lines  Work  For  You” 


TO  ALL  GAY  &  LESBIAN 

•  BUSINESSES 

•  ORGANIZATIONS 

•  PROFESSIONALS 

Please  Call . . . 

THE  NATIONAL  INFORMANT 


The  Informant  Offers: 

■  POTENTIAL  INCREASE  IN  SALES 

[  ■  FREE  ADVERTISING  OPPORTUNITY 

■  NATIONAL  EXPOSURE 

■  RENEWED  OLD  CUSTOMER  INTEREST 

THE  UflTOUflL  mFaHHIflWT 

'  OUR  NATIONAL  INFORMANT  TOLL  FREE 
BUSINESS  CONNECTION  IS; 

l-aQQ-E5B-a535 

OR  WRITE 

THE  NATIONAL  INFORMANT 

P.O.  Box  5923 
Providence,  R.l.  02903 


